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REPORT, 



1H£ Society for Mitigating and gradually Abolidhiog 
the State of Slavery throughout the British Dominions 
held its first Meeting on the 31st January 1823, and soon 
after commenced its operations. 

After a laps^ of sixteen months, it seems incumbent on 
the Committee, tawhom the conduct of its aifiairs was 
then delegated, to render to their constituents an account 
of the manner in which they have discharged their trust. 
It will be proper to bring to the recollection of the 
Subscribers the precise objects for which the Society was 
instituted. They are clearly expressed in the following' 
Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted at its first 
Meeting, viz. 

^^That the individuals composing the present Meeting 
are deeply impressed with the magnitude and num- 
ber of the evils attached to the system of Slavery 
which prevails in many of the Colonies of Great 
Britain,^ system which appears to be opposed to 
the spirit and precepts of Christianity, as well as re- 
pugnant to every dictate of natural humanity and 
justice. 
^^ That they long indulged a hope, that the great mea- ' 
sure of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, for which 
an Act of the Legislature was passed in 1807, after 
a struggle of twenty years, would have tended ra- 
pidly to the mitigation and gradual extinction of. 
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Negro bondage in the British Colonies, but tkat in 
this hope they have been painfully disappointed ; and 
after a lapse of sixteen years they have still to deplore 
the almost undiminished prevalence of the very evils 
wMdb it was one great object of the Abolition to 
remedy* 
*^ That under these circumstances they feel themselves 
called upon by the inost binding considerations of 
their duty as Cbristians, by their best sympathies as 
men, and by their solicitude to maintain unimpaired 
the high reputation and the solid prosperity of their 
country, to exert themselves, in their separate and 
collective capacity, in furthering this most important 
iilgeet, and in eqdes^vouring by all prudent and law-? 
ful means to mitigate and eventually to abolish the 
Slavery existing in our Colonial possessions. 
^^Tbat an Association be now (brraed, to be called 
<The Society for ll^itigating an^ gradually 4^bo- 
Ksl^ing the State of Slavery throughout^ the British 
Do(ninion» ;' and th^t a Subscription be entered intq 
far that purpose/^ 
Your Committee having been appointed to carry thes^ 
objects into effect^ proceeded to diffuse, as widely as pos^ 
sibl(^9 information respecting the nature and effects of 
Colonial bondage. Mr. Wilberforce's '^ Appeal iipi b^* 
half of the Negro Slaves in the West Indies,'' and 
Mr* Clarkson's ^»^ Thoughts on the Necessity of Improv- 
ing their Condition, with a view to Emancipation,'' were 
circulated to a large exten^. And i^ was a source of sa- 
tisfaction to your Committee^ tjbat, in tajfihg t^be field 
against Colonial Slavery, they were thus enabled to pro- 
ceed under the conduct of the same veteran Champions 
who had first led the battle against the African Slave 
Trade, and who had jpursued it to its final extinction. 
To these invaluable works were added > varioiis otberit, 
illustrative of the injustice and inhumanity, as well as the 
impolicy, of Colonial Sla^rery. The eff|>ct which they 
produced was considerable ; and in a short time nume- 



i\ 



mm 



rous Petitions were addressed to ParliameBt from all 
parts of the country, praying for (he gradual extinctioii 
of Negro bondage. / 

On the 15lh May, 1623, the subject was brougt^ before , 

the House of Commmis by Mr. Buxton ; and after a long 
and interesting debate, wkich has been publisbed by 
your Committee, the following Resolutions, proposed by 
Mr. Canning as an Amendment to Mt. Buxton^s Motiofi, 
were unanimously adopted by the House, viz. 

1st, ^^That it is expedient to adopt effectual and de* 
cisive measures for meliorating the condition of the 
Slave Population in His Majesty's Colonies, 
^nd. ^^ That through a determined and persevering but 
judicious and temperate enforcement of such mea- 
sures, this House looks forward to a progressive im- 
provement in the character of the Slave PopulatioB, 
such as may prepare them for a participation ill those 
civil rights and privileges^ which are enjoyed by 
other classes of His Majesty's subjects. 
3rd. ^< That this House k anxious for the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose, at the earliest period that may 
be compatible with the well-being of the Slaves^ the 
safety of the Colonies, and widi a fair and equitable 
consideration of the interests of all parties concerned 
therefn. 
4th. <' That these Resolutions be laid before. His JM[a« 

jesty." 

As these Resolntionsi thus proposed l^^ Mr. Canning 

with the declared sanction of Hi9 Majesty's Cxovemment, 

and with the acquiescence also- of the whole body of West 

Indians in Parliament, recognised explicitly the very 

princij^les on which your Committee proceeded^ and 

pointed unambiguously to the vefy consummation at 

which they aimed ; it was thought right by the Mover^ 

and those who acted with him, taconcur in a^pting them ; 

more especially as His Majesty's Ministers, in propo^mg 

ta take the work of reform into their own hands, signified 

their intention of carrying into early effect many of the 



specific measures of improvement which had been con- 
templated by your Committee. 

In their Circular Address of August 1823, giving a 
detailed account of these proceedings, your Committee^ 
while they expressed their satisfaction that the Govern- 
ment and Parliament should hare so clearly recognised 
the principles embodied in these Resolutions, could not 
refrain at the same time from expressing their regret^ 
that the proposed plans of reform, instead of being made 
the subject of Parliamentary enactment, should have been 
referred to the deliberation and decision of the Colonial 
Authorities. This circumstance tended greatly to damp 
the hopes which the favourable disposition of His Ma- 
jesty^s Ministers was calculated to inspire. Past expe- 
rience seemed to discourage the hope of effectual coope- 
ration, on the part of the Colonists, in any plan which had 
in view the termination of Slavery. 

The Committee, therefore, as well as the advocates of 
their cause in Parliament, distinctly stated their appre- 
hensions, that this mode of proceeding would lead only 
to delay and disappointment. They were of opinion, in- 
deed, that in no way were the alarms on the subject of 
insurrection, which had been so industriously raised, more 
likely to be realized, than by submitting the meditated 
mitigations of the Slave system to discussion within the 
Colonies, instead of transmitting them thither in the shape 
of laws to be obeyed* And even if such a reference 
shou]4 produce no positive evil, they feared that it 
would at least be fruitless of any substantial good. 

The event has seemed to justify these apprehensions. 
The instructions of His Majesty's Grovernment on thigf 
subject to the Colonial Authorities, as contained in Lord 
Bathurst's circular letters of the 28th May and 9th July 
1823, were framed in an unexceptionable spirit of mode- 
ration, and were directed to objects of the very highest 
importance ; and had they been carried into effect, would 
have produced a most beneficial effect on the condition of 
the Slaves. These instructiqps, however, honourable as 






they were to the Government, were met in some eases by 

refusal, and in others by menaces of resistance. In a few 

of the smaller Colonies, they have been treated with 

less of outward disrespect ; and a disposition has even ^ 

been professed to comply with His Lordship^s suggestions ; ♦ 

but your Committee have not heard that any legislative 

measures have yet been adopted for carrying them into 

effect. It is to be presumed, that had such laws been 

enacted, they would have been laid before Parliament 

without delay. The Slave Law of St. Vincent, passed 

in 1820, has been represented, indeed, as containing great 

improvements, and as having even anticipated most of 

Lord Bathurst's suggestions : but on examining it, this 

statement will be found to be altogether erroneous : it 

proves to be nearly a transcript of the last consolidated 

Slave Law of Jamaica ; and, like that law, it leaves the 

great evils of the Colonial system untouched*. 

Even in those Colonies where the power of making 
laws is vested immediately and wholly in the Crown, the 
reforms proposed by His Majesty's Government, having 
been submitted to the previous consideration of the local 
authorities,- experienced the same opposition and delay 
as in the Colonies possessing legislative Assemblies of 
their own. 

It was no more than might have been expected^ that 
while a chance remained of dissuading or deterring the 
Government from perseverance in its purposes of reform, 
the proprietors of Slaves filling offices in the Colonies 
would not be sparing of their objections, nor the White 
population in general of their clamours and alarms. And 
even if Governors or public bodies, acting in the Colonies, 
were perfectly well disposed to carry those reforms into 
effect, they would still find that the delegation of legislative 
power on topics so delicate was a burden hard to be sus- 
tained. An imperative order would relieve them from 

embarrassment; whilst a discretional authority could not 

■ i_ I I ■ I ■ I . ■ I lilt " II. 

* dee for an account of the Consolidated Slave Law of Jamaica, the 
A)>peii4ix to the Debate of May 15, 1823, p. 148, &c. 
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be exercised, in opposition to local prejudices aad pas- 
sions, without sacrifices of a very painful kind. 

The proceedings of popular Meetings in some of the 
Colonies, and the calamitous events in Demerara, too 
clearly illustrate the danger pf such a mode of proceeding. 

And while this danger was obvious, it seeined 90 less ob- 
vious, that if the supreme power of the State bad at once 
authoritatively prescribed the course to be purpued, there 
would have been no ground to apprehend any inconve- 
nient results. To suppose that the Slaves would rebel 
against the Government, because it had taken measures 
Ibr alleviating the rigours of their condition, would be 
absurd and irrational. Was there any thing, for in* 
s^nce, in the gift of Sunday fis ^, day of rest ; or in the 
mitigation of corporal punishment ; or in the removal 
of restraints on manutiiission ; or in the admission of their 
evidence in Courts of Justice, which could have a ten- 
dency to promote discontent and insurrection ^tmong the 
Slaves 2 

Had the mode of authioritative enactment, therefore, 
l^en adopted) instead of that of mere recommendation^ 
tbe probability appears to be, that the efkei would have 
been submission on the part of the Planters, and grati- 
tude on the part of the Slaves. The cause of the mis* 
ehi^ which actually occurred in Demerara, though grossly 
nwi^P^J^^Ated at first, is now clearly ascertained. The 
evid^QO on the trial of Mr, Smith the Missionary, and on 
thiit of the SUves implicated in the insurrection^ shows 
HM the pro^iipate clause of that unhappy ^vent was the 
delpy (rf*the Colonial Authorities in giving publicity and 
eflSp^ tP the n^easures of grace recommended by His Ma- 
jefity's Government. The Slaves learnt that the supreroe 
aiithority of the State had transmitted certain Regulations 
for their protection apd comfort, the benefit of which 
they were led to apprehend was withheld Irom them byr 
th^ opposition of their masters. The expected ^ood waa 
also, it may be presumed, magnified by the mist of secrecy 
in whidi it was enveloped. It was supposed by some to 



be ft gift of freetlom, and the unfortunate mea imagined 
thai the oppression under which they groatied was ho 
longer warranted by law. 

' On the Whole, little ()6ubt.can now be eDtortliined, that 
hot brity has much ^vil arisen from having fihniitted the 
proposed reforms in the Slave systeih to Colonial delibe- 
ration, but that no substantial good coiild reasonably have 
been expected, or is to be looked for in future, from such 
a course. In the Mother Country alone can laws oh this 
subject be effectually, and at the same time safely, made; 

To the whole of this reasoning, however, it has been 
speciously objected, that the mere enactment of laws by 
the Mother Country Would not secure their execution in 
the Colonies; and that if the Colonists, to whom the exe- 
cution hi list be confided^ are decidedly adverse to their 
oDJect, they miist necessarily becoine as inoperative as 
the various meliorating Acts already passed by the Colo- 
nial Liegislatures, and which, it has been admitted, have 
proved, from the first, little more than a dead letter. 

The Cbmmitiee are ready to admit, that, in existing 
circumstances, tnere is much force in tliis objection, tf 
the administration of justice in the Colonies is io remain 
in its present state ; if Governors, and Judges, and Fis- 
cals, and Attorneys General,, are to be still left to depend 
on the Planters for tfaeir salaries and emoluments ; and 
ifmorebver hiany of those functionaries should be klldwed 
to continue, as now, considerable Slave owners, and 
therefore swayed by the combined force of interest and 
prejudice to iavour existing abuses, it must in that case be 
conceded, that the best laws are likely to prove useless. 

In reply, however, to* this very formidable argument 
against the legislative interposition of Parliament, it 
niighi easily be snidwn that there are many measures which 
Parliament ihight acfopt, with a view to am'eliorate the 
state oif Slavery, which would not require, in order to give 
them effect, the concurrence of either Colonial Magis- 
trate^ or Colonial Juries. 

JBluttlie objection admits of a stiu more comprehensive ' 
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answer ; namely, that it is a part of the general plan of 
improvement which the Government contemplates, to re- 
form the executive anc^ judicial administration of the Co- 
lonies. The jstrong and decisive reasons which previ- 
ously existed^fbr rescuing Grovernors, Judges, and other 
public functionaries, from a state of dependence on the 
favour of Colonial Assemblies, and for excluding from 
those offices the proprietors of Slaves, have been amply 
confirmed and illustrated by the transactions of the past 
year. But when a salutary change shall have been ef- 
fected in these important points of Colonial policy, there 
is no ground to apprehend that laws enacted by. the Bri- 
tish Parliament, and armed with proper sanctions, will 
not prove effectual to their object. 

For many years it was a standing argument against the 
measure of abolishing the Slave Trade by an Act of Par- 
liament, that it would be impossible to carry that Act 
into effect, in the Colonies, against the feelings and inter- 
ests of the whole community. But the execution of the 
law was, in this instance, committed to the Vice-Admi- 
ralty Courts, which were wholly independent of the Colo- 
nial Authorities ; and West Indians not only do not deny, 
that the law has beeii effectual^ but they affirm that it 
has never been violated. 

If then, on their own admission, it has been found pos- 
sible, by the simple expedient of committing the execu- 
tion of the law to independent tribunals, to give effect 
to a measure which was so universally obnoxious to the 
Colonists as the abolition of the Slave Trade, Parlia- 
ment need not to be deterred from passing laws for the 
mitigation of Slavery, by a fear of their proving inopera- 
tive, while, it has the power, by contemporaneous provi- 
sions, of giving to the Courts of Justice, and to the public 
functionaries, that independence which will go far to se- 
cure the due execution of its enactments, and without 
which no enactments can be of any use. 

It has been contended, however, that the British Par- 
liament has no right to interfere with the internal concerns 
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of the Colonies, at least of those whicb have LegislativiB 
Assemblies of their own. • Bat even if the right of inter- 
ference were not essential to the very notion of supre- 
macy in the Parent State; if it were not expressly re- 
served to Parliament in the very declaratory Act which 
renounces the right of taxation ; if it had not been acted 
upou in a multitude of instances, from the first formation 
of our Colonies down to the present time ; and if it were 
not recognised by every Statesman and every Jurist, the 
reason and the moral necessity of the case would still be 
decisive. We give to the Slave owners .a monopoly of 
our markets at an annual cost of at least a million and a 
half; and we employ our fleets and armies' to keep their 
Slaves in subjection. We involve ourselves, therefore^ 
directly as well as indirectly, in the guilt of every op- 
pression which it requires force to* maintain ; and yet the. 
Colonists would deny to this country the liberty of con-^ 
trolling and correcting the system it thus upholds. 
. A threat; indeed, has been held out, that if Parliament, 
should attempt to legislate for the Slaves, Jamaica would 
renounce her allegiance. But no one who is acquainted, 
with the circumstances of that island, will consider such 
a threat as deserving of serious notice. Its execution 
might be shown to be absolutely impossible*. It will be. 
recollected, too, that threats of the same kind were as 
loudly uttered on former occasions, and that with the 
weak and timid they had their eflect. They were em- 
ployed to prevent the abolition of the Slave Trade. The 
moment, however, that that measure .became the law ^f 
the laacly the previous violence of the Colonists (those 
of Jamaica included) was hushed, and in a short time the 
current of feeling was so changed, that the Colonists and 
the.Colonial ^Authorities seemed to vie with each other 
in applauding the very measure which they had so re- 
cently denounced, and even threatened to resist, as ruin- 
ous to their interests and destructive to their rights. 
The Committee do not allude to this* rapid change of sen- 

► * See Note I, at the end of the Report. 
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tifulfnl tlij tMdnet Ar atiy purpose of ri^roach ; but 
ttey ftM^cd it ad an itopbHaiit fdct, whicli hfibrd^ strong 
gffioaiid to ejrpect a siteilat* ^^sult itt (ht^ (^t*e§6nt case. 
The day, ttfey ttu^t, ii$ ndt fhr distant iVhea Skv^^ ^ill 
tiad as few adTocate^ Witbid the British bbininiohs, aS 
(b# Slave HPtttdi* finds At the present mometit 

^he efibrti #hich have b^eti made to introdtide A re- 
fcrm of th^ Blav^ system, have been entbiintered oh this, 
ais kHi httket 6ceasidn!9, by the most klarming flhtieipa- 
tibd^.6f hi^ilft*^tiM it the West Indies, Vrhich has been 
^#pre<i#tlfMl a^ th^ tiKtliral afid liec^ssary consequence, 
11^ tfb^tely df Parliatii^ntary interference, but even of 
pirbtbiMscilsbioii in thiirt cotintty, i^espeictitig the condition 
4t thi^ SMve. Biit Wh&t kr6 the facts 6f the cas^ ? 

It #i(l be t*ec6ll^cted, that last year when the question 
df Slavei^ wa^ firdt agitated lA Parliament, its agitation 
w^d 8tit>n^ly objected to by the' West Indians, both at 
home and abroad, on the ground of this apptehended 
ctatiger. And yat so little were the Colonists themselves 
affected by the consideration, that their &wn nettspaj^ers, 
clvei^ th^ <iond(ict of Which they possess a complete con- 
ttotil, have evet* 6ince been filled with the most violent 
dedamiatidns on the subject. Those very discussions, 
ithich, when they tbok place in this country, were de- 
nounced as sui^e to produce the most disastrous results 
it th^ We^t indies, hav« been unffbrinly republished and 
cit^nlated in then^Wsplipers of the differeni Colonies, 
although thes^ fetr6 th^ only sources of intelligence which 
connnodly iheet the eye even of the White poptilattdn. 
Of to Which the other classes, whether free or Slaves, Who' 
can read, have access. Nay, the inlstructions 6f Earl' 
^thdfst himself, which embodite#the proposed refoi'iiis' 
of the Slave system almost^ in thie fot^m of a Mandate from 
Hid Majesty, were publfshed at length in the ColoiiiafI 
Journals, accdmpanied by acrimonious and inflammatory 
comments, and, in s6me dases, by an avowal, on the part 
4lf the Planters, of a deterteinaiion to r^ist to the utmost 
the benevolent intentions of the King and the Parliament 
towards their Shves. And these various infiammatory 
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p«Uica4ioii$ took place in the West Itidief, long before 
the specific nature of liord Bathur&t's Hislnjcitioiis wets 
known either to your Cotnoiittee or to the British public, 
to whom they ware first communicated through the me- 
dium of the Colonial press, . It is surely too much, thea^ 
&r the West Indians, under such circumstances, to obn 
jecAto the public discussion of Slavery in Engkad, as 
pregnant with danger to the peace of the Colonies^ For 
if tber0 was any ground for the apprehensions of dagger 
\rhioh they profess to entertain, it is too obvious a con* 
elusion to have been overlooked by them, that that clanger 
was imtaeaauraUy etihanced by transferring the same dis- 
cussion, only conducted in a far more vehement and ia^ 
flammatory style, to the very region Knd atmosphere of 
Slatery. The mischief in q^stion aho, if mischief th^e 
wejife, was in this case incurrlsd .w.itlK»ttt any ratioQal ob^ 
ject* la this country public discussion is necessary ; for. 
how otherwise is the public atteiiti<Hi to b^ engaged, or 
the expressioa of.the national sentiment to be called fi^rtb I 
How jare even the Ministers of the Crown themselves t^ 
be enabled to pursue their own liberal view3 on this great 
subject, — ^besetas they are by the solicitations and remon*^ 
stranoes of Colonial Proprietors and their adherents, 
powerful in Parliamentary influence, and acting witb 
concert and perse verance,—*if the friends of reformation 
are to. be silent, and to depend on the moral strength of 
their case alone, 'Unaided by the public voice ? This lestf 
obtrusive course had been pursued for many years prior 
to the formation ofthiis Society; and what was the result?' 
What was done for the unfortunate Slaves, subsequently 
to the aboUtion of the Slave Trade, in any of the Colo- 
nies, er^n in thoaie in which the whole legislative power 
rested with 4he Crown I Shall wc then pronounce public 
discussion in this country to be unnecessary ? . r . 

In the Colonies^ however,. no similar necessity fer pub- 
lic discussion, through the medium of the press, can be 
alleged to exist. There no difference of opinion appears 
t^ be efiteftained oo this sobjec^t ; none at least dblres ta 
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show itself. The Planters resident in the Colonies ^eem 
all agreed that Slavery ought to be maintained for ever. 
To agitate the question there is, therefore, most needlessly 
and gratuitoasly to provoke the evil they affect to dread. 
At least, while they thus act, they ought not to tell us, at 
the same moment^ that by agitating the subject at the di- 
stance of four or 0ve thousand miles, we are exciting in- 
surrection, conflagration, and massacre. 

Besides, if the events passing at so great a distance 
were likely to prodjice an injurious effect on the slaves, 
for example, of Jamaica, how has it happened that the 
existence of Hayti, almost within their view, 'should have 
hitherto exercised no perceptible influence upon them f 
Soch a result might feiirly have been anticipated ; and yet 
it does not appear that the vicinity of Hayti, with all its 
insurrectionary lessons^ (whatever the recent ceaseless 
and vehement agitation of the question of Slavery in the 
Colonial Journals may have effected,) has ever produced 
any material sensation among the Slaves. • It is therefore 
obviously going too far, to represent mere discussion in 
this country as calculated to endanger the public tran- 
quillity and to excite insurrection among them. 

But we are told that plots and seditious conspiracies 
have occurred in Jamaica; and that these have pro- 
ceeded from the rash and misdirected efforts of this So- 
ciety. But,' not to mention the exaggeration to which 
fear, even when honest, almost always gives rise, and 
which is sure to be increased when, as in the present case, 
interest, passion and prejudice add their united influence ; 
it may safely be affirmed that, in every case where plots 
and conspiracies have really occurred in that island, it 
would be much more rational to ascribe them to the in- 
flammatory publications of the Colonial Journalists, to 
the intemperance of the Parochial Meetings, and to the 
loudly avowed determination of the Planters not to act 
on the recommendation of His Majesty's Government for 
improving the condition of their Slaves, than to the pro- 
ceedings of a Society of which the Slaves could not know 
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any thing but through channels wholly under the con- 
troul of their masters. 

In point of fact, however, the Committee have as yet 
seen notlung to convince them that any such evils have 
occurred in Jamaica. Ten or twelve Slaves, indeed, have 
been tried and executed in that island as conspirators 
against its peace. But your Committee are not aware 
that any one overt act of rebellion has ever been proved, 
or has even been alleged to have taken place there. 

Some persons of colour, suligects of His Majesty, have 
also been seized and forcibly transported from the island 
as conspirators, without a trial, and without the specifi- 
cation of any ofiehce. These men, born in Jamaica, 
and possessing property there, were forcibly torn from 
their wives and families, and exiled as felons, without 
any. adequate cause being assigned for this outrage. 
They have since made their way to England, and are at 
this moment seeking redress for their wrongs, and the re- 
paration of their ruined fortunes. 

As for the rumoured conspiracies in other islands, 
namely, in St. Lucia, Trinidad, and Dominica, there has 
not only occurred no act of violence to justify the belief 
of them, but there has not even occurred, as in Jamaica, 
the trial or condemnation of a single Slave for entertain- 
ing rebellious purposes, or for that crime peculiar to the 
West-India Statute Book, of ^^ imagining the death of a 
White mah.'\ 

No political manoeuvre, however, is more easy or safe 
than pretences of plots in societies like those of the 
West Indies. During every period of the Slave Trade 
controversy, they were resorted to as convenient means 
of defence against the proposed abolition of that traffic. 
It would have been strange, therefore, if there had been 
any dearth of them at a time when such alarms were 
likely to be regarded as the best expedient to avert the 
deprecated reformation of a system in which almost all 
the Colonists supposed their interests as well as their 
character to be more or less involved. 
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One c^Dfjptfacy, mdecA\, though of a; most slialidwaBd 
inartificial texture, appears to have been aetuatly filrmed, 
and ope iosunrectioR lias most cahtmitonsly taken place, 
WHBely^ thftt of «hic& the public bag heard 6& miich, — 
the rerek of Ih^ Sl^res in Demeraia. In that Colony 
thH:e were soaie peculiar predisposing (gaases to such an 
ev«9t| amiag from the preuemjnent hiirshness of the 
Sliiiee sytlen preyailing' there,- and from the religious 
perseciriBkiDB to wlncii, in addition to all their other suf- 
brings, inany of t|ie Slaves were siifa)ected in the coai^e 
of the las| year* WhUe the irritation produced by thi» 
state of things was at its height^ the Negroes learnt thai 
His Majfsty Ho^itistrMeted the Colonial Government to 
adopt qertfiio measDi^ for alleviating the rigours of their 
condition. Instead of experiencing, however, the (ex- 
pected alleviations, there is reason, to fear that they found 
the hardship* of thetr state rather increased than dimi-^ 
nisbe<L. However this may have been, it was natural 
that they should be anxious to obtain clearer information 
on a subject which to them was of extreme importance. 
It seenis to have- been chiefly, with this view that^. on die 
18th of August 1823, the Slaves of a particular distrkfe 
agreed to strike work ; and, in order to secure themselves 
against the vigorous measures of repression which they 
refUBonably anticipated^ they forcibly seized such arms as 
t^Qy could, procure on the plantatbns, and confined iii 
the stocks several managers and overseers. The armS) 
however, appear to have been seized chiefly to prevent 
their being turned against themselves ; and it h the tes- 
timony of Governor Murray himself, writing on the 
%6th of August 182% when, afiatrs had already assumed 
a ^^ peaceable aspect,'' that he had ^^ not heard of any- 
WhU^s having been< deliberately murdered by the mis« 
guided. Slaves." On one plantation where the Whites 
resisl^d,^ twa of them were killed* But it does not ap*- 
p^av that) except in this instance, tlie insurgents took 
the life of a single individual, or that thfi^ dnanolisbed a 
single house, or set fire to- a single cane piece. 
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And ^wn in tto w<^pMi cm^^ whkk i^$ hf^sn vmt 

tioned, the Committee are crediUy iii&^«i04 tlwt 9«Tf fid 
^f the iii$uirg^Ql9 ^ere UQlie^ hj. H^ots^ frpm the, kouse 
before tbey r^tairQ^d th^ ^^ md thnt mhw th^ b^d 
succeeded 19 epi^enpg tb^ 1»04^ Uie| spurod M^e Ime of 
the maiiter and roistreff, who i^U latQ tbeir kAvda, (tbe 
laUei^of whom l^fidbjc^n sUglitl; i|fouiMied)> ftnd did Mt 
afterwards inflict on th^m the ^ligMe^t p^r^QnuVhurt, • 

Here^ the% ivie \aye a servite insurqectton, diTefted of 
almost all ihm^ ^^ of irapine and bloodshed by wUftik 
auob events have usuiiUy been cbftra^teri^ed ; ai^ in^iir^ 
rection much more anaj^goiiB^ to tboae t^vHito which oor 
casionally occur apaopg workmen in this; Country, when 
they conceive UiAm^lve^ to, have b^n agg^iev^d'.by tteb* 
employer^ thjw to, a traitorow Qon«pii»cy or rebeliiow rf. 
Slaves. 

The cObse, however, was otherwise viewed in DemeiRarak 
Notwithstanding the modei^tion and forbearfmce^ pve^ 
viously unexampled, with which the reft^etory Slaves 
conducted themselves, seeling neither to. take away life 
nor to destroy property, their iosubc^dination wad ii4 
sited with a tremendous vengeance. H.OW many hun- 
dreds were slaughtered without resistance in the field, or 
hunted down by the Indians, who were called in to pur«# 
sue th^m in their flight into the woods and swamps; how 
many on being taken were shot w itbout the ceremony of a 
trial, or have since be^n executed by the sentenee o^ 
Courts Martial ; and bow many more have had the ileak 
torn from their quivering limbs by cruel whippings, to the "^ 

extent even of a thousand lashes, we have not accurately, 
heard, But if the irregular proceedings and refracldry 
conduct of the Slaves in this instance ; if their impatience 
to know what were those alleviations, pf their condituiia. 
'which the reported benevolence of; their Sovereign, 
really designed for them ; could. only beve been expiated, 
by such a prodigality of bloody what cain we imagine. 
woi4d have been the nature and extent c^ the punish-* 
ments to wbich th^y would have been, subjected, had^ 
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they added to the crime of insubordination those of con- 
flagration and massacre ? 

The limits of a Report will not allow the Committee 
to dwell on the circumstances attending the trials of those 
unhappy person;^: they appear to them to have been con- 
ducted with an extraordinary disregard of the customary 
forms of judicial proceeding. The public, however, 
has a iair opportjinity of appreciating the spirit in which 
justice was likely to-be administered to these Slaves, by 
the ample details published respecting another trial j 
that of Mr. Smith, the Missionary, upon which such 
a flood of light has -been thrown by the recent discus- 
sions in the House of Commons. In the case of that 
deeply injured individual, who, as a White man, came 
within the-pale of Colonial privilege^ every recognised 
principle of law and justice was grossly and openly vio- 
lated. And if, in his case, which it lAust have been known 
would attract eon^erable notice as well as excite deep 
interest in this coMtry^ and in ^hich a nian of talents 
and information, aided, for a part at least of his trial, 
by Counsel, had to defend himeelf from charges utterly 
groundless ; • if, in such a case, all those principles have 
been so palpably and flagrantly outraged ; what measure 
of fairness and impartiality was to be expected in the case 
of wretched and Ignorant Slaves, standing pinioned be- 
fore their judges, unacc^uainted with the English Ian* 
guage, nninformed of the specific charges against them 
until they were placed at the bar^ and wholly unaidec]^ 
by legsd advice ? This . is indeed a most affecting con- 
sideration « . 

It is obviously impossible for the Committee, in this 
Report, to enter into an exposition of Mr. Smithes case; 
nor is it now necessary. It is one, the enormity of which 
early riveted the public attention, and which, having 
been brought under the consideration of Parliament by 
an honourable gentleman, Mr.Brpughamy one of the- 
Vice Presidents of this Society, eminently qualified to 
exhibit its real nature, has produced throughout the coun- 



17 

try one concurrent sentiment of indignation and abhor- 
rence. : It would be vain for the Committee eren to at- 
tempt to pay to that distinguished Senator, and to bis 
honoured associates in the task of vindicating the fame of 
this traduced and persecuted Missionary, the tribute of 
praise to which they are entitled. Theii^efforts will live 
in the hearts of a grateful people, who have to count it 
among the blessings of the highest order with which 
Providence has crowned their lot, that they number 
among them men, so richly endowed, who are willing to 
devote their superior powers and attainments to expose 
■oppression, and to vindicate in every corner of the Bri- 
tish Empire the reign of law and justice and humanity.. 
' The Committee cannot, however, entirely quit this sub- 
ject without marking in the strongest manner the detest- 
ation they feel, in common with the community at large, 
of the cruelty and injustice of which that excellent indi- 
.vidual Mr. Smith has beeii the victim ; and expressing 
also their deep and cordial sympathy with his afflicted 
.widow, for whose benefit they trust that an ample Sub- 
scription will.be raised by the public. 

It would be unpardonable not to add a tribute of ap- 
plause to one most respectable and meritorious Colonist 
of Demerara, the Rev. Mr. Austin, a Clergyman of the 
Church of England, who, though connected with the Go. 
vernment as its Chaplain, and employed by it on a Com- 
mission of Inquiry, one main object of which was to find 
matter of inculpation against Mr. Smith, was so fer from 
lending himself to the work of persecution that, becoming 
convinced of the innocence of that devoted Missionary, 
he fearlessly gave an upright and honourable testimony 
in his &vour ; and afterwards, with singular courage ^nd 
generosity, opposed himself to a torrent of popular rage 
and prejudice, in order to prevent, by the avowal of his 
undisguised opinion, the effusion of innocent blood. 

In these transactions, and in others which have occurred 
elsewhere, youjr Committee have the pain to recognise 
not merely a disregard of the ordinary rules of law and 
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of the principles of justice, but a spirit hostile to th^ 
amelioration and improvement of the condition of the 
Negro population, and especially to their religious in- 
struction. 

This spirit has^ if possible, been still more £(trongly 
marked in the island of Barbadoes thaA even in Deme- 
rara itself. Your Committee here allude to the shame, 
ful outrages and persecutions which the Methodic Mis- 
sionary, Mr. Shrewsbury, experienced at the hands of the 
White population of that island^ and which are likely to 
become the subject of parliamentary investigation. 

The circumstances which have been alluded to have 
certainly tended to damp still more the hope of any effectual 
concurrence on the part of the West Indian Assemblies, 
or other Colonial bodies, in the work of reformation. 
The Committee are most happy at the same time to be 
able to point out many exceptions to this too prevalentdis- 
position. Many individual proprietors, as well as some 
of the Colonial Assemblies^ seem actuated by a different 
spirit, in regard to religions instruction, from the inhabit- 
ants of Demerara and Barbadoes ; and the desire to im- 
part the blessings of Christianity to their Slaves appears to 
be extending itself among them. May it increase more and 
more, and may its effects be more generally manifested ! 

Your Committee will now proceed to lay before the 
Meeting the proceedings which have taken place in Par- 
liament on this momentous subject during the present 
Session. 

The following reference was made to it in His Ma- 
jesty's Speech at the opening of the Session : 

^^ His Majesty has commanded us to acquaint you that 
he has not been inattentive to the desire expressed by the 
House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament, 
that means should be devised for ameliorating the condi- 
tion of the Negro Slaves in the West Indies. 

^^ His Majesty has directed the necessary information 
relating to this sujiject to be laid before you. 

^^ His Majesty h confident that you will afford your 
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best attention and assistance to any proposition vrbich 
may be submittdd to you for promoting the moral im- 
proveftient of the Negroes,' by an extended plan of reli- 
gioQs instruction^ and by such other measures as may gra- 
dually conduce to the same end. 

^^ But His Majesty earnestly recommends to you^ to 
treat the whole subject with the calmness and the discre* 
tion which it demands. 

^^ It is a subject perplexed with difficulties which no 
sudden effort can disentangle. 

^^ To excite exaggterated expectations in those who 
are the objects of your benevolence, would be as fatal to 
theit* welfare as to that of their employers ; aad His 
Majesty assures himself you will bear in mind tb^t, in the 
correction of a long-standing and complicated system, in 
which the fortunes and the safety of large classes of His 
Majesty's subjects are involved, that course of proceeding 
IS alone likely to attain practical good, and to avoid ag- 
gravation of evil, in which due regard shall be paid to 
cohsidei^ationb of justice, and in which caution shall 
temper iceal.'^ 

On the 16th of March the papers alluded to in the 
King's Spnefech Were laid before Parliament; and on 
that day Mr. Canning in the House of Commons^ and 
liord Bathurst id the House of Lords, delivered m de- 
tailed statement respiecting thd proceedings and intentions 
of Government on the subject of Colonial Slavery. An 
Orderof the King in Council was laid upon the table, 
preiscribing various measures of reform which it had been 
determined to institute, with as little delay as possible^ in 
the islaiid of Trinidad. As it is professedly the model 
by which all ulterior measures of Colonial reform are to 
be regulated, it would have b^ome the duty of your Com- 
mittee to examine at length the nature and effects of the 
various provisions of this Order ill Council, if the present 
occasion would have admitted of their doing so. But al- 
though the details of thi^ examination must of necessity 
be reserved for another opportunity, the Committee 

c2 
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Vo!]ild iiow briefly state that the proposed regulations ap- 
pear to them to be founded on right principles, and to 
constitute important practical improvements of the ex- 
isting system ; not, however, without many defects, which 
the Committee hope may, on a proper representation of 
the case, be remedied. In the mean time it is satisfactory 
to remark the unequivocal admission of the general cor- 
rectness of the statements, promulgated by the Committee 
on the subject of Slavery, ^rnich this measure implies. 
Upwards of a year of strenuous controversy has passed 
since the system of colonial bondage was brought into 
discussion in Parliament. Every assertion which the 
t>pponents of that system ventured to make, has been 
keenly conteitted. The King^s Ministers have had the 
opportunity of weighing the conflicting testimony of the 
-adverse parties, as well as of ascertaining, by official' in- 
vestigations, the true state of the case ; and though they 
have pronounced no es^press decision on the varioos points 
in controversy^ they have adopted resolutions, and issued 
orders and instructions, which virtually admit the exist- 
ence of most of the evils with which the system was 
charged. 

If the Reforms, however, prescribed by this Order in 
Council were confined to Trinidad, not more than about 
a fortieth part of the Slave population in the British do- 
minions would be benefited. But it is the deiclared inten- 
tion of His Majesty '^ Ministersto extend the same system 
4o St. Lucie, Demerara, Berbice, and the Mauritius ; 
"and also, as far as it has not been already anticipated, to 
the Cape of Good Hope. These six Colonies compre- 
henda population of about 220,000 Slaves. But even 
after these have become the subjects of this amended 
system, there will stilt remain about 600,000 Slaves, re- 
siding in Colonies which have local legislatures, whom the 
proposed reforms by Royal Authority will not reach. 
It seems to be the present purpose of His Majesty'^ Go- 
vernment to proceed with these Colonies in the way of 
recommendation and example. The Trinidad Order in 
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Council is to be presented to them as a model for their 
imitation, and they are to be invited to copy it. When the 
Committee, however, look back to the history of the last 
36 years, or even to the transactioins of the last 12 months, 
they find it difficult to indulge a hope that the Assemblies 
will accede, in any efectual way, tosuchimprovement&as 
these ;i or that they will.ooncur in such farther measures 
for the gradual abolition of Slavery itself, as His Majesty's 
Ministers have it in contemplation hereafter to adopt. In- 
deed it calinot be expected that the Colonists should will- 
ingly promote an end which they continue loudly and 
peremptorily to declare to be absolute ruin to all their in- 
terests. And certainly the success which they seem to 
think, though we believe on no just ground, has attended 
their clamours, is not likely to check, but rather to en- 
courage, that spirit of resistance which they have mani- 
fested, and which, nothing but a fear of incurring the dis- 
pleasure of Parliament, and calling into action its com- 
pulsory powers, is likely effectually to restrain. 
* What measures His Majesty's Government will adopt 
in case of that continued resistiuice which your Committee 
anticipate, it rennains to be seen. In the mean time their 
language implies that they mean to wait in the expecta- 
tion, of soon finding in the Assemblies a more respectful 
and complying disposition. 

The Committee will most sincerely rejoice should this 
expectation be realized. The condemnation, however, 
of the beneTplent purposes of Government, continuea to 
be too loud and indignant to justify the hope of the early 
and effectual co-operation of the Colonial Assemblies. 
And let it not.be forgotten that the delay thus produced, 
to the length of which there is no express limit^ is of it- 
self a great evil. Besides the dangers to be apprehended 
from suspense and. agitation, the nation contracts addi- 
tional guilt by the unnecessary postponement of those 
reforms, the moral obligation of which has been unequi- 
vocally admitted. The delay is also a real calamity to 
the great mass of the Slave population. Your Committee 
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c^R dincover no good reason for withholding from Ihe 
Slaves in the other i^nds the same allevialionsy at the 
least^ which have been granted to those in Trinidad. 
They can see no good reason, for instance, why women 
should still continue liable to be shamelessly exposed and 
flogged in Jamaica, Barbadoes, &c. ; why the driving 
whip should be still employed there; why marriage 
should still be without any legal sanction m.these Colo- 
nies \ why facilities should not be given there also to ma- 
numissions ; and why the exclusion of the evidence of 
Slaves should Continue to be upheld there in all its rigoiir, 
making it confessedly impossible to give to apparently 
protecting laws their just effect. 

The friends of Colonial Reform are accused of impa- 
tience and precipitation. They are told that an evil 
which is the growth of ages cannot be cured in an hour, 
and that the termination 6f Slavery, in order to be safe, 
must be very slowly progressive. 

But admitting this proposition^ the duty is so much the 
more urgent to commence the necessary work without 
delay ; and it has not even been pretended that what may 
be safbly done in Trinidad or Berbice, is altogeUi^r un- 
safe in St. Vincent^^, Barbadoes or Jamakii. 

The argument for delay, which has beeA drawn from 
the alleged inveteracy and antiquity of the evil to be 
cured, appears however to your Committee to have no 
force whatever when applied to the case of infant or pn- 
born Slaves, or even to Colonies of recent formation. 
What indeed, in the oldest Colonies, constitutes the ob- 
stacle to Emancipation, but the effects produced by the 
habits of Slavery on the character of the individual- who 
has been long subjected to it ^ To prepare the Slaves for 
the proper use of freedom, is not more difficult because 
Slavery has existed for ages, than if it had first begun vX 
their birth. It is idle therefore to talk of Slavery being 
an ancient institution, or of its having been known in all 
ages and countries, as if these circumstances augmented 
the difficulties or the necessary delays of its terminiition 
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m the Colopi^s of -Great Britain. So to reason against 
those who chiefly aim at the freedom of the rising gene- 
ration, and of children yet unborn, is altogether irrelevant 
and misplaced, If there really exist any evils for the 
9^re of which a siqgle geperation is not sufficient, let 
them be pointed out ; and in the mean time be it recol- 
lected, that the difficulty of 'curing a moral malady, when 
iaveterate, is clearly the strongest argument, not for de- 
lay, but for speed, in checking its further progression. 
. Another argument, which has been most strongly in- 
sisted upon by West Indians and their advocates, has 
been, that little in the way of industry is to be expected 
from the voluntary exertions of emancipated Slaves. It 
would of course be impossible to discuss at large, on this 
occasion, the comparative advantages of Free and Slave 
labour ; but this is in fact rendered unnecessary by many 
of the publications of the Society which are already in the 
hands of the subscribers. If any one point in political 
science is more clearly established than another, it is, that 
free labour is more advantageous than slave labour ; and 
this very point may, as your Committee conceive, be ir« 
refragably established by the very example which ha^ 
chiefly been relied upon as proving the contrary, namely, 
the case of St. Domingo. 

^^ The sugar exported from St. Domingo, previously to 
the emancipation of the Slaves," say the West Indians, 
*^ was 160 millions of pounds; but since free labour has 
been established, that island does not manufacture enough 
for its own consumption." The inference intended to be 
drawn from this fact is, that the emancipation of Slaves 
will tend to diminish if not to destroy production. But 
what is the real state of the case with respect to St. Do- 
mingo ? In the first place, it is not true that St. Domingo 
does not grow sugar for its own consumption. In the 
year 1822, besides satisfying its own demand, a certain 
quantity, indicated by the Ggures 652,451, was exported * 
thence, chiefly to France. It is not clear whether this 
quantity is intended to specify pounds or hundred weights ; 
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but whether it be the one or the other, it proves that 
there is an excess of the article over the island demand. 
But this is not all. ... 

The French officers, General La Croix and Colonel 
Malen&nt, who were present in that island between 1795 
to 1802, and who have published their observations upon 
its state during that period, have concurred in affirming 
that under the government of Toussaint Liouverture St. 
Domingo, though the Slaves had all been emancipated, 
rapidly recovered itd prosperity. There had been a great 
destructipn of labourers, and those chiefly of the most effi- 
cient description, in conseqqence of the desolating wars 
that had taken place ; and the army necessarily occupied 
many hands. Yet, making due allowance for these cir- 
cumstances, it is doubtful whether either the produce of 
the soil br the profit of the planter was inferior to what 
it had been at any former period. 

In 1802 a French army landed in St. Domingo, and a 
war of extermination followed. Few, if any, sugar- works 
escaped the general devastation; and considering the cir- 
cumstances in which that island has since been placed, — 
that it is still liable to be invaded by France, and that its 
independence, which it has enjoyed <fey&c/o for upwards 
of twenty years, is still unacknowledged by a single Eu- 
ropean power ; — it surely could not have been expected 
that any individual Haytian should have set about re- 
erecting sugar-works. To do so would not only require 
considerable capital, but it would be exposing the capital 
so employed to the innninent risk of total loss. To frame 
permanent erections, would also have been inconsistent 
with the preconcerted plan of defence, against an invading 
force, adopted by the Haytian Government, which is to 
deprive that force, as much as possible, of all the means 
of shelter. * 

But independently of these considerations, has the price 
of sugar, as compared with other articles of tropical pro- 
duction, been such, since the year 1804, as to present any 
strong temptation to the Haytians to eil^age, under their 
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peculiar circumstances, in the expensive erection of su« 
gar-works ? Has sugar been so profitable an article da- 
ring the last twenty years, as to induce the freemen of 
Hayti, unaided indeed, but also, be it reniember^d,.unfet- 
tered as they have been in their proceedings by Metropo- 
litan mortgagees, to encounter the various formidable 
risks which its culture and manufacture must have oc- 
casioned ? 

The first object with the liberated Haytians naturally 
was, to cultivate such articles as were required for their 
own subsistence and comfort. In this object they have 
succeeded. The island abounds with provisions. Food 
is as cheap and as abundant in Hayti as perhaps in any 
other part of the world. 

Another consequence arising from the emancipation of 
the Slaves in Hay^ti, has been such a rapid increase of the 
population, as not only to repair the waste arising firom 
their cruel and exterminating wars, but to raise their 
number considerably above what it had been at any 
former period ; and this whilst, in the British Colonies, 
the population has been rapidly decreasing. 

But is it true, as has been insinuated, that Hayti raises 
no exportable produce ? Or is sugar the only article, the 
large export of which is an unequivocal signof industiy ? 
Coffee, Cocoa, Cotton, Ginger, Pimento, Hides, Maho- 
gany, and Logwood, require, indeed, no expensive erec- 
tions like sugar ; but they require,^ no less than sugar, the 
exertion of industry. Now, that of such articles Hayti 
exports a very considerable quantity, is manifest firom 
the following iacts. The tonnage of the United States 
employed in the trade of Hayti, in the year ending Sep- 
tember 1821, was stated in the official returns to Congress 
for that year to amount to 50,000 tons ; and the value of 
the imports into the United States firom Hayti, in the 
same year, to amount to 3,246,237 dollars, or upwards of 
half a million sterling ; the exports firom the United States 
to Hayti being nearly of the same amount. This was of 
course wholly independent of the trade of that island with 
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otber parts of the irorl4 ; and it was at a time also when 
th^ disseosiona withiii the island itself^ and the increased 
daqger pf in va^ion arising from those dissensions, served 
greatly to paralyse the efforts pf industry. Since the 
whole iijand) hawerer, has been united under one head, 
and spmewhat greater security has thus been given to 
property, its increasing commerce affords the best proof 
of increasing industry and prosperity. From the official 
returns of thecomm^ce of Hayti for 1822, it appears that 
the va^M^ of its imports, in that year, notwithstanding the 
armies it na^ntaiqs, and the sense of insecurity still ne- 
cessarily arising fropi the fion-recognition of its independ- 
ence by France, ainounted to upwards of thirteen mil- 
lions of dollars, or nearly three millions sterling, a sum 
which it is believed is iqbre than double the value of the 
merchandize imported into Jamaica for the consumption 
of that island. For these three millions sterling, pay- 
ment, it is oUviou^, must necessarily have been made in 
the produce of Haytian labour. . . 

But 1^. ODmjngo. is by no means the only instance 
which might be adduced of the undoubted efficacy of th^ 
js^ipe inora) niotives in the minds of Negroes, when eman- 
cipatffd frpm the cart whip, which are found universally 
to operate on those of Whites. The case of Guadaloupe 
during its seven years of freedom ; the case of Sierra 
liecme; that of the iiuineroqs free Blacks, and People of 
Colour in Jamaica^ Trinidad, Grenada, and our other 
Islands, who, nfitwitluitapdiiig their civil and political 
degradation) have grown rapidly in numbers and in 
wealth ; the case also of hundreds of thousands of eman- 
cipated Slaves, spread over the continents of North and 
South America ; all CQ()cur in proving, if proof were ner 
cieitsary, the aptitude of the Negro race to acquire habits 
both pfindil^try and qf civil subordination. 

If this be denii^, let the exj|mples be exhibited of bo- 
di^Sipf N?grpes ivhp, after having been eipancipated froQi 
the yoke of Slavery, have made po advance ip the scale 
of social improvement ; and if, as the Committee believe, 
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no sucth examples can be producfid,--^nd allow past f jl« 
perience has been of an opposite kind, — is it reasooable to 
resist or discourage the progress of emancipation aii^opg 
the Slaves in our own Colonies^ on the bare apprehension 
that tij^y will abuse the libe^y which may be conceded 
to ifaem, to purposes of disorder and rapine ; to the de« 
struction of property, the overthrow of civil rule, and the 
extermination of their White brethren 7 The instance 
whic^i has been chiefly relied upon to support this view 
of the case, namely, St. Domingo, furnishes, when justly 
coDiddered, a most satisfactory confutation of it. But 
into thai question, aftef the able elucidation of it by 
Mr. Stephen * and Mr. Clarkson f , it will be unnecessary 
now to enter. 

Hitherto, unfortunately, the whole question of eraaqci* 
pation has been viewed as a question involving possible 
benefits indeed to tlje Slave, but ifynry if not ruin to th^ 
Master. Thope, therefore, who b^ve advocated the cause 
of emancipation, have been regarded as actuated by a hos- 
tile spirit towards the Planters, or at least ^e^ tptally re. 
gard^ess of ikeir interests, and ipsfsnsi^e to their dangers. 
Such, most unquestionably, are not the views and flings 
of your Committee. Although their urgent find irr^sistir 
Us motives to exertion in &vour qf the African racfi be 
the inherent and incurable injustice ai^l inhumaiiity of 
Slavery, universally acknowledged whiQU Whites ^r^ t(ie 
sttbjeots of it, but equally true when the Negrq is its victim ; 
and although they believe that emancipation, while it is 
cabled for. by every. moral and religious as w^U as politi- 
cal obligation, will proye an ynspeakahle hle^ipg to the 
Slayea ; yet they are persuadod that tho o^astfirs mU, be 
proportionahly benefited by. the change* Supposing o^y 
ihatfreedom is wiUingfy conceded by the master and not 



* See hi^ Crisis of^the Sugar Colonies, his Opportunity or Reasons 
for an Alliance with St. Domingo, and his History of ToussaintLouverture. 

t See his Thoughts on the Necessity of Improving the Condition of 
the Slaves with a view to Emancipation. 



28 

extorted by force, your Committee are satisfied that, in 
a pecuniary point of view, the result would be still more 
advantageous to the higher than to the lower classes of 
society i If there' be any one axiohi in political science^ 
your Committee repeat it, which is more impregnably 
founded than another in the nature of things, and which 
is morie satis&ctorily confirmed by the experience of ages, 
it is this, — ^that the labour of theFreeinan is more profitable, 
not only to the State but to the capitalist who employs 
him, than the labour of the Slave. Has the English Liord 
or the Livonian or Esthonian Noble less reason than the 
Villein or the Serf himself to rgoice in the emancipation 
of the labouring classes, which has taken place in those 
countries respectively, though at very distant periods of 
time ? On this whole subject so much light has recently 
been thrown, among others, by Mr. Adam Hodgson in his 
Letter to M. Say, and by Mr. Cropper in his various 
pamphlets, as to leave nothing to be said upon it beyond 
what is to be^ found in their writings. The conviction 
produced by those writings in the minds of your Com- 
mittee, has been strengthened by a consideration, not 
only of the argument from analogy, but of the peculiar 
circumstances of Colonial proprietors. And your Com- 
mittee conceive that, under these circumstances, the 
conversion of their Slaves into a free peasantry would 
more efiectually relieve them from their almost universal 
state of pecuniary embarrassment, than all the bounties 
and protecting duties which they at present enjoy. 

But while your Committee feel persuaded of the supe- 
riority of free over slave labour, and of the advantsige 
which would result to the master himself, both as a land- 
owner and a capitalist, from the substitution of the for- 
mer for the latter ; let it not be supposed that they are 
desirous of shrinking from their share of the burden of 
any loss which this great measure of policy may cause to 
individuals. They admit that the existence of Slavery 
is a national crime ; and that the nation, in getting rid of 
it, should take care that no individual shall sustain an 
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undue portion of the loss which may thereby be incurred. 
Bui, on the other hand, the Planters, to entitle themselves 
to a fair indemnity, ought willingly and cordially to co« 
operate with the Nation iat large, in; bringing this great 
moral'and political eril to the earliest possible termina- 
tion. Of such cooperation, however, judging from the 
past, the Committee are forced to confess that they dare 
not indulge any very sanguine hope. At the same time 
they readily admit, that there is a wide distinction to be 
taken between' many enlightened West Indians residing 
in Eni^and, and the great body of planters, agents, ma- 
nagers, and overseers, who form the White population 
of the Colonies ; who there. engross, all power, civil and 
political, to the exclusion of every other class; and whose 
dominion over the Slaves has no effectual Ijmit, but is, to 
all practical purposes, absolute add uncontrolled. It is 
natural that men in the possession of such unmeasured 
despotism (and what mind is strong enough to resist its 
malign influence ?) should eagerly endeavour to maintain 
their preeminence, and should resent and resist, to the 
utmost of their power, every attempt, however just and 
expedient, to abridge their authority, or to prevent its 
abuse ;' and still more the purpose of reducing, them to a 
state ofsubjection to the same laws, the equal protection 
of which it is proposed to extend to the Slaves. 

It is not a little remarkable, as illustrating the distinc- 
tion which has been adverted to between the Planters 
resident in Great Britain and those resident in the Co- 
lonies, that the same resolutions of the Legislature, and 
the same measures of Government, which have spread the 
flame of dissatisfaction and almost of rebellion among 
the Whites from one end of the Antilles to the other, 
should have been generally assented to and acquiesced 
in by every West Indian in Parliament. 

The Committee at the same time cannot advert with- 
out regret to the doctrines advisedly niaintained'and pro- 
mulgated by the West' Indian body resident in this country, 
in the Resolutions which they adopted at a Meeting held 
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on th^ ioth JP^bt'iiiaty tast, and in wkich tti^y asseH a 
right of property in the N^groed, their fellow men aiid 
ftHoW mkbjift^tSi k^ absolute atid unqualified a^s that which 
16 possessed in any ifllinfattttte idiatlel. 

Hei^ein, indcefd, cm^^iistn that iaeffaoeable distinction 
b6tw«»&n thie two pattiefif, wUeh disconrages tbi hope of 
totaipi'othise or cbb^efatkm^ Your Gommitt^e, and all 
who take their view of ^e subject, may not oirly consent 
to delny, btit may eoitei^teiilly r^cvHtfitneUd it^ as afibrdtng 
tbe best riieans bf ensuring to the injured Negr6 race tlie 
fiitl benefit of thieit- intended delivei^nce* They mafy^ 
and Aey do, most earnestly wi^fa to aeeompli A this great 
end with the smallest personal risk and the least imiaie^ 
diafe dififbd vantage to the Slave ownlsr. They ihay eheer^- 
filUy submit to their shate of any loss which shall be 
proved to be- incurred by the change; but they cannot 
yield one atom of their principle, That i^Atiig^ can jus- 
tify the making one man a Slave^ 6t eireh tbe r^ntion 
of one man in Slavery, longer than the real benefit of 
the Slave himself, viewed in all his circumstances, aiid 
relations, may require. Every step to be taken ought to 
conduce to that end, and will be more or lesi^ valuable in 
proportion to its teiidency to accdmplish it with the least 
IKyssible delay and danger. The mitigation of the eiior- 
mous evils incident to the servile state is, in itself, a real 
and a grcfat good-^undeniably so ; bat it is yet chiefly im- 
portant as preparing tbe Stave for the fullest enjoyment 
of hk imprescriptible right, Liberty, by raising his con^ 
^ion, m/eliorating his moml feelings and habits j and af- 
fordiiig the mefatis of opening fats mind to a sense of the 
dtfties afs well as the blessings of his new situation. To 
grant this amelioration, not as a means but as an ^Ad to 
be rested in^-^o conc^ede as a favour that they shall be 
less worked and better fed, more conv^liiently lodged and 
more fully clothed, nay,- perhaps even somewhat in- 
structed, but all witkont any reference tb eventual li- 
berty either for themselves or their children — is, in the 
opitiion of your Comtnittee, a determination to g6 on for 
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ever ^niiig^ against ttian and God — deiiyinj^ or tefuaiilg 
to acknowledge tiie eternal distinction between ikm ra- 
tional and the brute creation^^-^-^an in^lt upon hvnmnity, 
and a mockery of jilstice — and is at the same tine no less 
absurd than it is criminal. 

It is impossible also n6t: to regret, that witile th^ lead- 
ing West IndiftM in this cooiftry have assented to tihe 
Resolutions of Plirliaiiient, and have professed to ae^ 
quiesce in thie plans of His Migesty's Ministers, they 
have ikot employed their influence mdve eAactuaUy with 
fheir own servants and dependants abroad, in obtaining 
ih)m them a similar asslsnt and acquiesc^nee. If thifl|, 
however, be not ere long accomplished. Parliament wiN 
of necessity be driven to consider what means it pos- 
sesses, indispendently of the Colonists, for carrying into 
efiect its wishes with respect to Colonial bondage. 

The first and most obvious means has been already 
adverted to^ namely; thait of direct Parliametttai^ iw. 
ierferenee. It seems to your Committee (they say it 
with deference) the clear right, and, that right established, 
the imperative duty, of Parliament to undertake itself 
the work of Colonidl refbrm, and to carry it oh stehd^ly 
and perseveringly to its consiimmalion. A«iy doubts on 
the question of right, which speciouiB analogies may have 
been employed to rdse, or which Colonial clamoor aad 
menace may have served to stk^ngthen ^ Had already beeti 
solved in a wotk entitiied ^< ReasoAs for establishing a 
Registry of Slaves," published by the African Institution 
in 1815 ; and they hiiVe been anew fully obviated by tlie 
diiscnssion on the subject which has been introduced into 
that luminous work, on the legal condition of the Colo- 
. nial Slave^ with which Mr. Stephen, in compliance with 
the request of your Committee, hap recently fevdttred 
the pid[>lie; 

The right of Padiamentairy controul over the Colo- 
nies had indeed been long settled in poiift bothof Itiw 
and pirecedent. Biit it is now made manifest, as your 
Committee conceive, that every consideration, not oiily 
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of Ti|(ht, but of expedieiysy ; npt only of soufid^ consti- 
ttttioiial priociple) but. of xege^dto tlie,well-bei|ig p/^;tbe 
Master as well as the -Slavje, concurs in. recommending 
the course of Parliamentary interppsitipn in preference 
to every other. 

. But if it should. be thought unadvisable, by thp^ ^^h 
whom, rests the decision of,the question, to adopt this 
least exceptionable method. of tei;o^inati|ig tlie acknow- 
ledged evils of the Colonial System ; apd shpi^ldjt be prec- 
.tically;CQiieeded:.thiUtthe local Ijegislatures n^ay^ persist 
in maintaining a systeni 4iametrfica}ly ppposed tOjeyefy 
jprinciple.of: the, 'Briti$I)^:Cpnstijtution; there is^stjll 
.another. reme<!fy. for those evik^ to w^ich:all will allow 
that .the.. authority- of Parjjuunent 1% pei;fectly competent, 
and in wbich..it^ power may be exercised withput in- 
fringing any alleged rights of the iCp}paial Asseinblies. 
The Comoiittee refer to the abolition of thpse bounties 
ittd. protecting .duties which have been grantf^d. by Par- 
.liajQient to what is actually the produce of Slave labour, 
,in prefere^noe to. that] of Free labour ; by means of which 
bounties, and duties alone,, the system. pf l^l^very is npr 
hpld, and withoutwhich it would of itself cea^. 
.; < There is now an almost univ;ei^ adu^issipn that. 4^ 
Slavery which exists in oqr Colpiii^s is conteury to jus- 
.tice and humanity,. and repugnant to the principles of 
Christianity. Indeed that/Aarsp^ies.of Slavery and 
.Christianity caniiot co-exist,, is the undi^i^sed and 
.javowed.cpinion of those who best knpw its real nature, 
the Planters of Demc^n^ra. But has itj been sufficiently 
con^iderctd: by the. people of England, in. what degree 
.e^ery individual ampi^gsjt them is instrumental in uphold- 
ing this .conde«ined system ? Every.man, wo^an ai^d 
child in Great Britain consumes, more or less sugar. 
By means of bounties and protecting duties, the price of 
.that article i&i enhanced to the consumer to the extent 
of i^t; least a penny a pound, jvhicb on the whole con- 
sumption amounts to one milUon and a half of pounds 
sterling. The people of Great Britain, therefore^, are 
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thus wade to pay to the West Indies at least a million 
am) a hair more for (heir sogar (ban they would pay for 
it, if (hey were at liberty to procure it from otberfmrts 
even of our own dominions *•> And it ih (his very million 
and a half, and this alone, actually paid oat of their 
pockets, which for years past has supported, and which 
to the present hour does still support, the Slavery they 
reprobate, ris there then, surely the people of this 
country have a rjght to ask, either reason or justice in 
tlms compelling millions who abhor the oppression and 
epndemn th0 impolicy of Ck)lonial Slavery, to continue 
tO'pdy a h0avy tax, npt for the privilege of abplishing it, 
but for a forced participation in the crime of supporting 
it ? Is it n6i % grieiFftoc^e against which (hey ought, and 
may be expected, universally, and then of course sue-, 
ee^sftdly, to remonstrate ? 

. Tbesttbject of t lie sugar duties, it has been intimatedi 
is to undergo revision in the ensuing session of Parlia* 
menu Th^re will then he an opportunity of making 
kitown ihe poblie feeling respecting it. And should the 
result, disappoint their wishes, let it be recollected that 
it will sfftt be in the power of every individual to give 
them efieet, by renoujtciilg the use of sugar grown by 
Slaves, and preferring to it the produce of free labour* 

Let it not be imagined that these observations have 
been, made in any spirit of hostility to the West Indians. 
The Cpmrnittee, it is true, are opposed to their present 
system. But they, in common with every friend of hu- 
manity and of his country, would rejoice if the course 
of ev^nts^in the Colonies, and the manifest disposition of 
the Colonists to co«operate with Government in the work 
of reform, should obviate every existing ground of dif* 
ference ; and (he Cdmmittee are fully convinced that an 
enlightened view evep of interests purely West Indian 
would speedily bring about this co^ipiMnetion. 

The Meeting will recollect. that an attempt was re- 
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cently made to establish a West India Company, with a 
capital of font millions, for the express purpose of piit- 
ebasing West Indiafi mortgages. Your Committee saw 
in this project a design, which was sobn' afterwards 
avowed in Parliament, to multiply the number of those 
who, from participating in West Indian speculations, 
would feel themselves interested in upholding Coltoial 
Slavery. Many evils, indeed, appeared to your Com- 
mittee as likely to flow Irom it, and above all an aggra- 
vation of the sufferings of the Slaves, and the indefinite 
protractioh bf the period of their emaij6ipation* They 
are therefore happy to say that the scheme has been aban- 
doned. 

The argument on which the advocates of the proposed 
Company appeared mainly to rely for obtaining subscrip- 
tions, was, that it would prove beneficial to the Slaves by- 
affording additional pecuniary resources to their masters^ 
As the same argument has been employed to reconcile 
the public to the continuance of bounties and protecting 
duties on West Indian produce, it seems proper briefly 
to advert to it. The subject will be found ably treated 
In various publications already in the hands of the Aienv- 
bers of this Society. Suffice it for the present to re- 
mark, that to enhance the value of produce grown by 
Slave labour, must tend to enhance the value of the 
Slave, and to render his manumission more'difficult. It 
must also tend to postpone those economical reforms 
which ar^ essential to his improvement. A high price 
of prodtice naturally has the effect of giving an impulse 
to the exaction of Slave labour. A^ low price of prb-» 
duce leads to a directly contrary result. To establish 
•this point satisfactorily in argument, though it wduld 
not be difficult, would on this occasion occupy too much 
time. A single fact, however, may be stated, which will 
serve to illustrate the trnth of the general principle main* 
tained by youi* Committed. 

The Bahama Islands are the poorest and least pro. 
ductive of any of the West Indian Colonies.- They raise 
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^arcdy any exportable produte. Their proditpUons are 
chiefly confined to cattle, live stocky and provisions. 
.Hence the pecuniary Resources of th6 proprietors are 
generally small. In the Bahama Islands, however,^ the 
Slaves are for better off than they are in any other Bri- 
tish Colony* They are better ti*eated| more lightly 
worked, and more abundantly fed. The common allow- 
ance of food is from two to thre^ times as great as in the 
Leeward Islands. The consequence is, that the Slaves in 
the Bahamas have increased at a rate which would have 
doubled their population in about twenty-two or twenty* 
three years, but for the cruel drains which have beeq 
made from them to cultivate the sickly swamps of Gijuapa, 
where numbers of them have perished. 
, Demerara, on the other hand, is the most prodifctive 
Slave Colony belonging to the Crown. But th^ Slaves 
are certainly much worse off therc^, than ^i the far 
poorer islands of the Bahamas^ , The treatment of the 
Slaves is more severe in Demerara than in any other 
Colony ; the quantity of labour exacted from them is 
gre^jter ; and their general condition still more degraded. 
What is the consequence ? Instead of increa3ing,.,fis in 
the Bahamas, so as to double their numbers iu tweqty.- 
three years, they decrease at a rate which would unpeo- 
ple the earth in less than half a century. 

It is impossible to explain this fact on any hypothesis 
which is consistent with the argument, that bounties and 
protecting duties and West India Companies tend,^ not 
to the injury, as the Committee maintain, but. to the be- 
nefit of the Slave. 

The apprehensions excited by the proposal to form this 
West India Company, had led to an intention of form- 
ing a Company for the manufacture and introduction into 
this country of sugar grown by free labour. , This pro- 
ject is for the present suspended ; but the inquiries to 
which it gave birth are likely to lead to important results. 

By- calculations accurately made and drawn from au- 
thentic sources, the Committee have satisfi.ed themselves, 
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timt the capital required to ealtivate sugar id the East 
Indies is ^ery small, as compared with that which is ne- 
cessary in Hie West ; and that a most adTantageoiis re- 
turn^ inay lie expected from capital so employed. 
" The Committee will not dwell longer on this subject 
at present, as it is intended to lay W full view of it before 
the public. 

The Committee hare hitherto confined their observa- 
tions almost entirely to the Slave population in our Co- 
lonies. The condition, however, of the free Blacks and 
People of Colour has been forced by various circum- 
st^'nfces on their attention, and they feel strongly con- 
vinced that it is of the utmost importance to the safety 
of the West Indies, and to the general interests of the 
empire,' rib less than an act of justice in itself, to secure 
to them the full enjoyment of the rights of British subjects. 
"The Cbmnrittee must postpone for the present any 
detail* of the filets on which this opinion is founded. 
They hail, however, with satisfaction, the beginning of 
Itnlore'jusi and politic system, with respect to this part 
of our Colonial population, in the islands of Grenada, 
Antigua, and St. Kitt's ; and they trust that the ex. 
ample there set will be generally followed. 

The Committee have already intimated, that they are 
not aware of any material improvements having taken 
place during the last year in the Slave Code of any of 
dur Colonies. Professions of an intention to ameliorate 
the condition of the Slaves have been made by some of 
the smaller islands ; but the Committee are not apprized 
that in any instance those professions have yet been car- 
ried into eJBect. As to what the state of the Slave 
actually is in point of law, it stands now completely de- 
veloped in the elaborate and masterly work of Mr. Ste- 
phen, which has lately been given to the public^ and for 
which he is eminently entitled to the gratitude of this 
Society. 

The Committee are also anxious to express their ob- 
ligations to Mr. Clarkson, who has been passing a year 
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<>ractive and useful exertion in the service of the Society, 
and is now meditating fresh efforts to promote the cause 
which has employed his life. .... 

A Bill for the consolidation and amendment pC the 
laws abolishing the Slave Trade» has received the 
Royal assent. It was brought into Parliament by Dr. 
Lushington, and carried through it by his exertions, sup- 
ported by His Majesty's Ministers. The roost valuable 
new provision which it contains, and one Intrinsically of 
the highest moment, is the abolition of that cruel inter-co- 
lonial Slave Trade, which had been permitted to survive 
the general abolition. No Slave can now be transported 
from one Colony to another, but by the express license 
of His Majesty's Government on grounds to be laid be- 
fore Parliament ; and even this power of licensing such 
transfer will cease in three years. 

It nay be proper here to state, that there have been 
formed in different parts of the kingdom noless'ihaA 
^20 associations in aid of the objects of the Society, and 
that more are still forming. 

The number of petitions for the amelioration of the 
condition of the Slaves, and the gradual extinction of 
Slavery, presented at the close of the last session, 
amounted to 225. Those presented in the present ses- 
eion have amounted to nearly 600. 

Your Committee cannot conclude without reminding 
the Meeting, that the cause they have undertaken cannot 
be efficiently conducted without considerable expense ; 
and that therefore liberal contributions are essential to its 
success. Whatever funds may be placed at their dispo- 
sal will be hudianded with care, and employed to the 
best of their judgement in promoting their great object :— 
an object which, theCommittee believe, under the Mess- 
ing of God, is to be attained by firmness, activity, and 
perseverance on the part of the friends of humanity and 
justice. 

Confiding as they do in the upright intentions and con- 
current views of His Majesty's Ministers, however they 
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mkj differ with respect to some of the means of earryibg 
their common purposes into effect, the Committee have 
at present no specific measures to propose to the adoj^- 
tion of their friends, beyond that general Vigilance 
which the large interests involved in the question call 
for, and those occasional efforts which may be required 
to obviate any attempts made to mislead the public mind 
through the medium of the press. With this exception, 
their part seems to be to wait the course of events, and 
to be guided in their future proceedings by the circum- 
stances which may arise. It would argue Insensibility^, 
however, to the goodness of Providence, if they were to 
close their Report without expressing their gratitude for 
the progress already made, and for the brighter prospects 
which they trust are opening upon them ; and without 
declaring their firm and settled conviction, that a cause 
resting on such principles is absolutely certain of even- 
tual success. 
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NOTE I. page 9. 

• « 

1 HE following observations on the threat of Jamaica to re- 
nounce her allegiance, are extracted from one of our public 
journals, and seem entitled to attention. 

^^ The West Ibdians have always strongly insisted upon the 
danger which is likely to arise from discussions in this country 
respecting Slavery. If their fears were sincere. and well founded, 
we should, without doubt, witness a corresponding conduct oa 
their part. We should see them studiously .avoiding, at least in 
their publications in the West Indies, not only all violent and.inw 
flammatory statements, and all angry controversy on the subject^ 
but as much as possible, all allusion to it. Whatever danger 
there may be in discussions respecting slavery at the distance o£ 
6000 miles, must be greatly enhanced when those discussions 
are transferred to the Colonial Newspapers. The flame being 
thus brought into more immediate contact with the inflammable 
matter, combustion is much more likely to follow. 

^' But, although the conduct of the West Indians has sufii* 
ciently proved that the alarm which they have laboured to excite 
of danger from discussioo in this country is groundless, and is 
in fact nothing more than an expedient to frighten us from, 
stirring the question at all, we are gravely told of another dan.*i 
ger which is still more formidable and imminent. The danger is^ 
that if Pariiament should attempt to legislate for the Colonies^ 
Jamaica would renounce her allegiance, and throw herself into 
the arms of the United States. It is not alleged, indeed, that 
ihe great West India proprietors in this country would sanction 
any such proceeding ; but then it has been said that the agents 
of these proprietors, and all the incumbered planters of that 
bland, would eagerly seize the opportunity, the former of ap- 
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proprUting to themselves the estates of their employersi the 
latter of disembarrassing themselves of their load of debt to the 
merchants of fngland. But is it possible that such a bug^rbear) 
such a mere phantom as this can have frightened a single iiidiviv 
dual within His Majesty's dominions ? ' 

< ' Tlie Whites are the only part of the population of Jamaica 
who can have any inducement to pursue the apprehended 
course. Their whole number has never been estimated at more 
than 25,000, men, women, and children, of whom there may 
be nearly 5000 capable of bearing arms. These form little more 
than one.haIf of the militia of the island. The other half ew^ 
sists of the free Blacks and people of Colour, amounting^ ex«( 
elusive of about 500 or 600 Maroons capable of bearing arms, 
to about 4000 men. The King's troops stationed in the island 
amoant to about 3000 men. The slaves form a population of 
340,000. 

. ^^ There is in the first place a manifest absurdity in supposing 
tiiat the United States, with which we are in a state of profound 
peace^ would listen to any overtures from the rebellious planters 
of Jamaica; more ejipecially when the ground of their reVoU fs 
a dfJtemrination to restart the wi^s of the Parent State for the 
mitigation and. extinction of slavery/ And even if America 
were inclined to listen to any. such overture, she knows too well 
the wortbleswess a^d expensiveness of such a possession, to in. 
«uc, for its sake, the risk of a single month's expense of a con^ 
flict with Great Britain. 

'^ But even if we were to admit that America would favour 
this transfer of allegiance on the part of the Planters of Jamaica, 
yet how is it to be accomplished ? If tlie 5000 Whites of that 
island were all conff^derate in the. design, which could scarcely 
•be the case, yet would th^y have no domestig difficulties to £n. 
counter ? Would the King's troops look tamely on, while His 
Majesty's authority was set at nought, and these men were rising 
in rebellion against him.? And would the Slaves be quite passive 
under such circumstances i But of all the classes none would be 
more decidedly opposed to such a step than the free Blacks and 
'People of Colour. They have hitherto been treated with much 
indignity by the Whites, although they are rising doily in num. 
bers, iti opulence, and in respectability. A petition for an e%p 
tf^nsion of their civil privileges has recently been rejected by 4h« 
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Assefubij of Jamaica. Thie transactioii respecting the freer meii 
of Colour, Lescesnesand Escoffeiy, has aggravated their distirosl 
of the .Wiiites* Tkeir concurrence in anj sach scheme is therel 
fore hopeless ; and without their concurrence the sdieme'b htim 
practicable. But thej would not only not concur in such a 
scheme, they would be strongly opposed to it. Many of the men 
of Colour of Jamaica are enlightened by education, and are pos* 
sessed of very accurate information with respect to all that is 
passing around them. They know perfectly well, that their main 
hope of rising from their present state of depression ia to be found 
in the humane and liberal feiftlings of the Parliament and Public 
of Great Britain. The boasted liberty of the United States^, 
they are perfectly aware, is the exclusive propierty of the Wliites; 
In the Slave States of America the people of Colour are as much 
depresi^as they are in Jamaica ; while their chance of emerging 
from this state of depresnon is mnch smaller. The Legislation 
and Government of South Carolina or Georgia, for example, 
are entirely in the hands of Slave-holders, as is also the Legis. 
lation of Jamaica. But then there is this essential diflerehce 
l)etween the two : in the former, the Slave-owners experience no 
controul from the general Government with respect to. their prd«. 
vincial proceedings : they are wholly independent, and are re* 
sponsible only to themselves. In Jamaica, on the contraty, the 
Acts of the Legislature must be submitted to the negatxve^of the 
King ; the public functionaries are also amenable to him^for the 
manner in which they perform their duties ; and, above all, they 
find their whole proceedings are subject to the revision of Parlia* 
ment. The people of Colour kftow all this full well ; they would 
therefore regard it as a great evil to be transferred to the United 
States, and would to a man firmly unite in resisting any movement 
which tended to that result But indepeiideiifly of these con. 
siderations, the position of Hayti with respeet to Jamaica is 
also to be taken into account. Those know little of the deep 
and painful apprehensions with which the White# of Jamaica 
look to the vicinity of that formidable State, whd entertain the 
notion that it can have seriously entered into th^ mind of any 
man amongst them to break with this countiy. To damoar on 
the subject may be very politic, and it has doubtless answered 
its purpose, if it has made any of our Statesmen to hesitate in 
theij: pourse. But to conclude ^rmn the loudness of the cla« 
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iBcMtr that It it indicattv* of any vanbviB iotehtion to ^afj^ tli% 
flcbiein* into <^ect^ would 'show an extraordiDary j^norahce of 
ibe iMli of the C««e, as well as an utter dbregaid.of idl the 
I^Moim of experience." 



NOTE II. p. S8» 

This statement has been questioned, but without reason. 
The bounty accruing to the West Indians, from the mode in 
.which tile drawback on refined su^r hi regulated^ amounts to op- 
wards of six shillings a hundred weight, making of itself, with, 
out taking into account the effect of the -protecting duty, a 
bonus to the West Indians of 960,000/. on the 100,000 tons of 
their sogar consumed in this country, besides the bounty paid on 
what they export. In the debate which arose in the Hoose 
of Commons on the Sugar Duties, on the 13th of May last, 
it was contended that the real bonus to the West Indians did 
not exceed three shillings a hundred weight. This statement 
has been abundantly disproved, both by Mr. Whitmore in 
his speech on that occasion, and by Mr. Cropper in several of 
his pamphlets. If, l^owever, any doubt could still be supposed 
to rest upon the subject, it would be completely dissipated by a 
letter, dated the 11 th of March 1824, addressed by Mr. George 
Hibbert, the Agent of Jamaica, to his constituents there, and 
which has been published in the Postscript to the Royal Ga. 
zette of that island of the 1st of May 18M. In that letter, 
Mr. Hibbert remarks as follows : 

^^ In relation to the alleviation of our commercial distress, 
it will not surprise you, perhaps^ that whep Mr. Hume stated in 
the House of Commons the subject of the reduction of the 
sugar duty, the members in our interest did not support him. 
This arose from a previous assurance from His Majesty's Mini, 
sters, that a redaction of the sugar duty could not possibly take 
place without at once depriving us of all the advantage which 
we now enjoy in the principle and produce of calculating the 
drawback upon the export of refined sugar, which, iaken aU 
together, is little, if at ally short of a gratuitous bounty of six 
shillings per hundred weight ; and without also denying us all 
that they were ready to concede in regard both to the duty on 
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ram, and to tha cegoUtiions under which it it collected." 
'* Under the consideration of these alternatives, the Standing 
Committee judge it better not to urge, in the present sessiony 
a reduction of the sugar duty." 

Whatever^ therefore^ may have been asserted in debate, it Is 
clear that, in priyate, it is fully understood, and has been delibe- 
rately agreed and settled, that the West Indians enjoy, from the 
mode in which the drawback is regulated, a gratuitous bounty 
of six shillings on the hundred weight of their sugar consumed 
in this country, as well as on that which is exported ; by which 
last the price of the whole is necessarily regulated. 
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The Report of the Committee, of wUich the substance 
is inserted above, having been read, 

The Honourable Agar Ellis said, that he had heard 
with very great pleasure, in common with the whole of 
this large assembly, the Report which had just been so 
well read; and he hoped, and indeed he sincerely be- 
lieved, that the endeavours of this Society in the cause of 
freedom and humanity were likely to be fr^om day to 
day productive of fresh benefits. This year, he admitted, 
it could not be said that every thing had occurred which 
we might have wished ; but he had not the smallest doubt 
that the cause of justice and religion and humanity in 
which they were engaged, would ultimately triumph over 
every obstacle. He felt most deeply interested in the 
proceedings of this Society, and earnestly hoped and 
trusted that its endeavours would be crowned with the 
complete success which they deserved. He concluded 
by moving, - 

^^ That IheThanksof thisMeeting be given to the Vice- 
Presidents, Treasurer^ and Committee of the So- 
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ciety, for the Report now read ; that it be referred 
to them to consider the propriety of printing and cir- 
culating thi'^iibststnce of th^ ftepoH ; and that they 
be requested to continue their valuable services/' , 

Mr. Stephen.— -The first sentiment that must have 
been produced by the reading of the Report^ is that with 
^hich the Committee have so properly concluded^r-a sen^ 
timent of gratitude to the Author of all good ; for it is 
among the best of the blessings he confers on us when 
fie enaUes us on right principles to be his instruments 
in his beneficent works ; and great, I trust, will be the 
benefits conferred on tb^ unfortunata. Sl4ves of the Co- 
lonies by those measures noticed in the Report, to 
which, without presumption, we may consider ourselves 
to*have contributed. . . . i 

The institution of the Society, Sir, was at a time when 
the prospects of the friends of humanity, in regard to the 
oppressed African race, were, I think, more than usually 1 

darkened ;— -when a large portion of those hopes whicn 
we had conceived from the abolition of the Slave ^'[trade 
had proved to be delusive; — and when there seemed to 
be an insensibility, or at least a total inattention, of the 
public niind to those great national duties that we owe 
to bur Colonial Slaves — duties plainly flowing from the 
same sacred principles with those of the abolition itself* 
We had waited in vain during the long and disheartening 
term of years that had elapsed since the Slave Trade ' 

was abolished, for those reformations within the Colo- 
nies, to which that great measure^ in the judgement even 
of those who were the least sanguine, was likely to give 
rise. But the case is happily altered. Recent as the 
institution of this Society is, much has since been done, 
although certainly much more yet remains to do. We 
ought to feel, therefore, what is so properly expressed 
by our Committee, — -gratitude to Divine Providence for 
having succeeded thus far. 

I the rather premise these remarks, Sir, because, among 
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tihe artifices of our enemies — their miiUiplied and illiberal 
artifices — one is to represent U3.as a discontented set of 
people, who are not satisfied unless they attain at once 
all their objectis. We are accused of not being, thankful 
for what our rulers have already done, in this great caiisey 
or content to suffer the work to remain in their hands ;! 
and in short of being precipitous, rash and unreasonable 
in our practical views. Sir, for my own part, I feel, and 
think it right at the outset to express, much gratitude to> 
His Majesty's Ministers for their recent conduct. When 
the Society commenced its labours, nothing, i^e. may fairly 
say,liad been attained towards the mitigation .of Slavery. 
The friends of the poor Negroes had, on the contrary, 
found themselves baffled in every aittempt, and h^d not 
so much as the promise of a better course of things, not 
even in those Colonies over which the Crown itself has 
fall legislative power. But we have to thank the Qo* 
vernment now, not only for better prospects, but for some 
very interesting and important objects already obtained* 
Among these, let me congratulate Your Royal Highness 
and the Meeting on one, which the Report properly i^a^ 
tices in terms of commendation and joy,— I mean the ap« 
proilching termination of the intercolonial Slave Trade; 
a branch of that horrible commerce not less opprobrious, 
not less merciless, than the African Slave Trade itself^ 
but which has hitherto been permitted to subsist bejtween 
the British West India Islands. Within the last twenty-^ 
four hours, I believe. His Majesty's assent has been 
given to a Bill for consolidating the Abolition Acts, con* 
taining this most important clause, — That hereafter 
(with a qualified limitation for a period only of three 
years) no Slave shall be liable to be transported by the 
authority of his master from the island in which be is 
settled to any other part of the world. 

I could have wished indeed that the interdiction had 
been immediate ; but we have great reason to hope that 
the effect will be the same ; because during that period 
the practice is not to be permitted in any case without 
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the special liceniie- of His Majesty's Gorethment; and I 
hfkve l€k> good an opinion of our Ministers, and espq- 
cUMj of the vefy respectable Statesman who presides 
ov^r the Colonial department, to believe it possible, that 
this licensing power will. ever be drawn into e:itercise ; 
becdttse I well know that no grounds for it in any case 
can possibly be alleged and proved, such as in the mind 
of an upright, humane, and liberal man will justify .those: 
ci'iiel transportations. Your Royal Highness, I douVt 
not, will feel with me, that if we had yet gained nothing 
more, this is a reformation of most essential and vital 
iippoitance. It not only secures the poor Slaves from 
one very cruel and calamitous species of oppression,' 
but facilitates and encourages their further protection 
and relief, by the authority of the local legislatures 
under which they live^ It will not now depend on the 
Ti^ill of the master, whether a humane and liberal exer« 
dsfe of that power which a Colonial Assembly possesses 
in a particular island, shall confer any real or lasting be- 
nefit on the Staves within its jurisdictiiui, or shall not 
eVen. deteriorate, their lot Hitherto the meliorsded 
condition of a Slave, by the law of the particular colony- 
he lives in, might actually prove to him a curse instead 
of a blessing, by leading to his removal for ever from 
his family and native home ; for the prices of Slates 
will be found to be the highest where. their condition 
and treatment are the worst ; and with an unfeeling and 
tyrannical master it might become a motive for the tratts- 
pbrtation to another colony where the laws are less hu- 
Inane, that his own power would be there moref unlimited, 
and on his own narrow-minded views could be used to 
greater advantage. An island consequently that I»d 
advanced in the course of humane improveinents much 
before the rest, might not only have lost the just rewind, 
in the preservation and increase of its labouring poj^u- 
lation, but have incrieased the opposite evil. This mea-* 
sure, therefore, was necessary to pave the way for future 
improvements. Considering the number of petty legisla-* 
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tttr«9 wbi(^h at pfedcnt exist in the tZJolonies, the work, if 
referred t6 them, must at best be conducted with no uQi-* 
forrnf or equal progress : biit now, whenever any good is 
obtafifed for the SlaVes^ tfa&t good will be secured ; the 
poor subjects of it^ at least, will not have to exchange .a 
niilder for a more aggravated slavery^ and be exiled for 
ever from' their native homes, their families, and all that 
endeailrB life to them, because their value may be greater 
in another Colony wh^re the master's power is less re* 
strained, and where oppression has produced its usual 
consequences, a great mortality among, the "Slaves, a 
deficiency in their numbers, and a large advance in their 
pride; . ' 

^tris however is not the only measure for which we 
ought to be thankful. The Government has tit length 
entered on a work which I lament its having deferred 
so long. It has begun to legislate; upon wise and humanp 
principles between the Masters and Slaves of those Cq« 
lonies in which the power of legislation rests exclusively 
in the Crown. It is higlily important, not only for. the 
good immediately to be produced in the conquered Co« 
lotiies where this power exists ; but because, as an ex-* 
ample and a precedent, it cannot fail to operate bene* 
iiciatj^ for oiir cause 6n both sides of the Atlantic ; here^ 
by pledging the Government and Parliament to express 
practical principles and specific measures of reform ap« 
plicable to Colonial Slavery at large ; and on the other 
side, by teaching the Assemblies of such Colonies a^ 
poesess the power of internal legislation, that Govern- 
ment and Parliament are in earnest, and that the non-in- 
terposition of the supreme legislature may be exp^ted 
if reformfition is longer withheld. 

Bat, Sir, while I think it right at the outsetr-while 
I think it just and wise, to give this merited praises to 
Hi» .Majesty's Ministers for what they have already, 
done,. I. certainly feelgreat dissatisfaction at the. posi* 
tibn in which our cause is still left in tho^ Colonies 
vkev^ a cmicurrent power of interior legislaii<i|| (I isay 
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a coneurreni power, for the ^laim of an exclusive one 
is too preposterous to deserve an answer) rests with the 
Assemblies. In those islands, I lament to say,, nothing 
has been gained hitherto for their unfortunate Slaves, 
or nothing of any real value ; mueb less any advances 
towards those measures that have been recommended to 
them from Parliament and the Throne. This opposition 
of the Assemblies, indeed, could be no disappointment. 
We knew from long experience that their concurrence 
in any effectual reforms was hopeless. And yet we are 
blamed for not being satisfied with a reference to them. 
It is said that we are impatient ; that we do not make 
the proper allowances, or give the necessary time ; that 
we have to deal with an old and inveterate evil; that 
we have to grapple with long-established systems and 
prejudices, and ought therefore to make allowaiices for 
the Assemblies, and bring them by good tempei: on our 
side to a more rational and a more liberal way pf 
thinking. 

* Now, Sir, whep thus accused, I think .it highly im- 
portant that all the friends of our cause should have 
brought home to their recollection the experience we 
have had on this subject. If it had been a new thing tq 
recommend to the Colonial Assemblies by the executive 
Governnient, at the instance of Parliament, supported 
l^y the personal influence of the leading Proprietory in 
this country, reformations of their Slave Laws— if such 
an expedient had never been atten>pted before*r-or never 
failed before— there might then be some reason for con- 
tending that the concurrence of the Assemblies ought 
to be long ai|d patiently waited for, before. we called 
upon the Government, or Parliament to interpose in a 
direct and compulsory way. Sir, it is perhaps not ](nown 
to all, or perfectly within the recollection of many who 
hear me, what powerful solicitations on this subject have 
formerly been addressed to the Assemblies in vain. I 
have therefore brought into the room a book CQQtain- 
iQg a collection of Parliamentary Papers on the Slavic 
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/Tfade, Ironi which, with Your Royal HighiiesB's perniU'' 
sion, I will read two or three passages, to show how fully 
the experiment for which we are desired to wait, was 
'tried at a former period, and what was its result. 

As far bach as the year 1796, the West India Com- 
mittee, as it is called, a body formed of the most eminent 
and influential Colonial Proprietors in this country, and 
•4ihiefly Members of Parliament, earnestly recommended to 
•th^ Assemblies reforms of their interior system. It was 
-on the 14th December 1796, that the Committee entered 
into resolutions confirmatory of a Report of a Sub-com- 
•roittee of its own body, and unanimously .requesting 
•Mr. Charles Ellis to make a motion, which the Sub-cofn- 
imittee had approved of, on the subject of the Slave 
Trade, ai&d the situation of the Negroes in the islands. 
,Tbe form of the motion, which was afterwards made by 
•Mr. Ellis, and supported by the whole Colonial party in 
Parliament^ and unanimously adopted by the Hduse of 
Commons, was for an Address to the Crown, praying that 
His Majesty would graciously recommend tp the Gover- 
Jiors, Coimcils and Assemblies of the West India Islands, 
'^^ measures such as should regulate and controul the im- 
portation of Slaves from Africa; and by obviating the 
4)aiise8 which had hitherto impeded the natural increase 
of Negroes already in the islands, should render that 
tlmde less necessary, and ultimately lead to its termina- 
tion ; and further, zsnth a view to the same effect^ the adop- 
4wn of ^vety measure which might conduce to the moral and 
f^KgiiMS improvement of the Negroes, and promote their 
happiness^ hy securing to them the certain, immedidtey and 

An Address, in these terms was carried up by the 
Commons to the Throne early in April 1797 ; and soon 
AfWrwairds the late Duke of Portland, then His Majesty's 
prtticipa) Secretary of State for the Colonies, transnditted 
isiieuter instructions to the Governors of all the West 
India X^ands, requiring them at the earliest opportunity 
cominuRieatfe the Addi'esa of the House df Com- 
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tnons to the respective Comicils and Assemblies, and to 
reeommend to their particular consideration and atten- 
tion the important objects specified therein. 

But the West India Committee did not trust to the 
Royal atid Parliamentary influence alone* They added, 
what was likely to be of greater efficacy, confidential 
earnest sfolicitations from the members of that body, and 
from the Colonial Agents in this country, to the leading 
Proprietors resident in the different islands, imploring 
them, for the sake of the Slave Trade, for the preserva- 
tion of which they were all then earnestly struggling, 
and which they deemed essential to the very existence 
of the Sugar Colonies, to comply with the recommenda- 
tions of the Crown. The better to impress this powerful 
consideration, the secret deliberations of the Committee, 
and the motives on which Mr. Ellis had been requested, 
as its organ, to move the Address in Parliament, were 
confidentially disclosed ; and as the correspondence was 
afterwards brought to light and printed by authority of 
Parliament, (a discovery not I presume at all foreseen by 
the writers,) I am enabled to read to you from these Par- 
liamentary documents some of the arguments that wer^ 
used. 

The Report of the Sub-committee contained the fol- 
lowing reasons for the measure it recommended. 

] st That the repeated discussion of the abolition of the 
Slave Trade in Parliament may produce consequences 
of the utmost danger to the Colonies ; and that if an 
Act for this purpose should ever pass the British Par^ 
liamenty it mil be fatal to them. 
^xiA. That the question of abolition mU continue to be 
agitated year after year y and as often as the forms of 
the House permit ; and that neither the House of Com'- 
mons nor the country in general will suffer it to resij 
tUl some steps have been taken which may afford them 
reason to believe^ that every regulation has beenMo^ed 
which is consistent with tie sdfety of the Colonies* '■ 
8rd. Thd many persons of great weight and character^ 
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' ' though conscious of the dfangcr to be apprehendedfrom 

the measures proposed by Mr, fVilberforce, have sup* 

ported^ and will continue to support themj because no 

mode of conduct at all compatible with their ideas of 

humanity has been proposed as an alternative. 

4tb. Thaty on the other handy many persons who have Al- 

therio opposed the measures of Mr, Wilbefforccj will 

feel themselves under the necessity of submitting to 

themy unless some plan of regulation shall be brought 

forward. 

bib. That there is reason to believcj that besides Mr. Wil- 

berforce^s Billy there will be proposed some more spc'^ 

ciousplan of moderate reform and gradual abolitiany 

which will meet with very general support; and that it 

is of the utmost importance that such a plan should be 

anticipatedy because the West India ProprietorSyJrom 

their local knowledgCy are the only persons to whom 

^ the formation of it can be safely intrusted. 

6th. That consequently yforthejoint purposes of opposing 

the plan of Mr. Wilberforcey and establishing the cha^ 

racter of the West India bodyy it is essential that they 

should manifest their willingness to promote actively 

the cause of humanity y by such steps as shall be con^* 

sistent with safety to the property ofindividualsy and 

9 the general interests of the Colonies. 

The members of the Committee enforced these argu- 
ments by their own individual opinions and remarks. 
The late Sir William Young, for instance, a propi:ietor 
of great eminence, and one of the most strenuous oppo- 
nents of the abolition, thus wrote to his friend, the Pre- 
sident of Antigua ; 

^' 1 cannot omit the declaratioUy that on ffvery ground of 
past experience in Parliamenty from the first agitation of 
the question I advert to, and from all speculation on thefu^ 
ture that my mind can reachy it appears to be indispensably 
necessary to take some steps in our Colonies by legislative 
provisionsy touchitig the situation of Negroes in respect to 
society y and to promote a natural increase of their popula- 
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Ifen , mid thus not only stop fir the present j but gradually 
supersede thd very pretensions at a Juture period, to a mea- 
sure of direct abolition of the Slave Trade by this Mother 
Country^ a measure which zeould blast the root of alt our 
settlements of property — change the foundation of every be- 
quest, loan and security — turn every mortgage into an dn- 
nutty on the lives of Negroes — institute a general system 
offoTeilosurCj and, depredating our estates, preclude atlim- 
mediate resources, and ruin every inter est, ^^ 

Here, Sir, I cannot resist the temptation to remark by 
the way, how clearly these papers refute another charge 
which our opponents have the confidence to Biak^ag;ainst 
118. It 18 alleged that the present call by Abolitionists 
for the reformation and gradual termination of Slavery, 
is new, and inconsistent with their former professions' — 
that we are asking that which pending the abolition con- 
troversy was not in our contemplation, or was a latent 
purpose which we unfairly concealed and disclaimed ; 
yet here we find it expressly noticed^ as one of the argu- 
ments for this memorable interference on the part of th^ 
yVent Indians themselves, that some specious plan of 
moderate reform and gradual abolition was expected to 
be brought forward at that period. * And what. Sir, wa» 
the cause of their not being then brought forward in 
Parliament, when, as the Report itself states, they" 
would have met with very general support ? What, but 
the measure thus imposingly brought forward by the 
West Indian gentlemen themselves I They then held 
forth what the Report speciously suggests, that in- 
terior regulations could be safely made by the Assem* 
blies alone ; and. as experience had not at that period 
show|i that the most powerful appeals to those bodies 
would be fruitless, it would have been impossible for . 
the friends of reformation, after such an interposition of 
the West India Proprietors in this covntry, to take the- 
work out of their hands. The measure in that respect 
produced the effect desired by its authors. It effectually 
for a long time frustrated the hopes and the plans of 
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Mr. Wilberforce. It left him no other course to tak^, 
as for a^ related to the mitigation of Slavery in our Co- 
lonies, bat to fall in with the views of the Committee, to 
support Mr. Ellis's motion, and patiently wait the event. 

It is t6o faiueh, as Your Royal Highness will feely aifter 
this, that the same Colonial party should impute to my 
dear friend here (Mr. Wilberiforce), as An inconsistency. 
Ills not having at that time called upoii Parliament to 
perform its duties more directly towards the Slaves, and 
his' making that call now, when it is plain there is no 
other resource. 

It is not, however, for the sake of repelling this idle 
charge of inconsistency, or breach of faith as they have 
the absurdity to call it, against Mr. Wilberforce, that I 
have troubled Your Royal Highness and this highly re- 
spectable audience with the extracts I have read ; it is 
for the more important purpose of showing how well 
justified the Society is in not suspending its efforts from 
any reliance at this period on the Colonial Assemblies. 
It is not merely by their recent conduct, in their con- 
temptuous rejection of the Parliamentary Resolutions of. 
the last session, and the solicitations of His Majesty's 
Governnient founded upon them, but by their resistance 
of that still more powerful influence which was employed 
. in 1797, that we are taught to despair of any effectual 
mitigation of Slavery from this new reference to them. 

Wis were then, as now, supported by the voice of Par- 
liafnent and the Crown ; and the whole body of the Colo- 
nial Proprietc^rs in England, collectively and individually, 
did their utmost in our favour. It was the measure not 
of their Enemies, as they affbct to regard us, but of their 
fellow Planters, their agents and partisans; and it came 
fecomtaiended to them by arguments far more influential 
than any that ciin now be used. To defeat Mr. Wil- 
berforce in his efforts for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, was the great object, the inviting reward of iheir 
cotnpliance, oh which the West India Committee, as I 
have shown, then relied, but Which can be held out no 
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more. The alterAaiive of refiwmi by ParliafiieiiUry le- 
^tslatipn was theft denounced^ and reasonably expected. 
But this Ai^uroeot, I fear, has loftt all its credit. What 
reasoil^ then, have we to hope that the Assemblies will 
now be more compliant ? They now even venture to deny 
the authority of Parliament; which their most zealous 
partisans at that time were far from disputing. The 
Copmittee, as we have seen, questioned the safety of in- 
terior regulations by Parliamenti but by no means its 
right to make ihenu 

That the measure then brought forward by Mr. Ellis, 
at the instance of the Committee, and all the powerful 
persuasions which accompanied it, were utterly fruitless, 
is beyond dispute. Some ostensible laws, indeed, passed 
in some of the Colonies ; but that they neitlier were, nor 
were meant tobe, enforced, has since been clearly proved. 
Without treading on any doubtful or debatable ground, 
let us advert to the two grand branches of reform which 
Mr. Ellis's address and the instructions of the Duke of 
Portland pointed out as the most essential, namely, the 
religious instruction of the Slaves, and their protection 
from oppression by law. 

The instructions to the Governors were anxiously 
particular, especially as to religious improvement, and 
even pointed out the encouragement of Missions as one 
of the best means for that purpose. ^^ As the instruction 
of Negroes (said His Grace) is of the utmostconsequencey 
& vpouU be important to know whether the JLegiskOure of 
the island lias in view any particular modes of effecting this 
purpose^ and what species and degree of encouragement U 
Z0ould be disposed to hold out to such Missionaries as might 
be found properly qualified for thai purpose j, and would 
undertake that duty; either by enacting thai such Mis^ 
sionaries should procure in favour of the estate where they 
are employed^ certain privileges^ immumties and advantages^ 
or in what other manner their services should be rewarded 
by the island. This would lead to the general establishment 
qfthe Christian religion among the Negroes ^ and would es^ 
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i^lish marriages; it zcould resirain^ promiscuous ittief" 
<vur^€, and impress their minds in a siny^ yet. forcible 
manner with the great truths qfmorality.*^ , 

Now, Sir, we too well know that during twenty^^even 
years that have since ensued, these suggestions have al- 
most every where been entirely fruitless, and treated with 
utter disregard. N o public provision whatever for the re- 
ligious instruction of the Slaves, no means of reclaiming 
them from Pagan ignorance, and teaching them even the 
first elements of Christianity, have any where been sup* 
plied. The total neglect of the Royal and Parliamen- 
tary recommendation in this respect, is undisputed and 
avowed. As to the Missionaries, instead of public encou- 
ragement, they have met in most of the Colonies active op- 
position and persecution^ as well as contempt. Destruc- 
tion of their meeting-houses, expulsion by unrestrained 
and unpunished popular outrage, trial by Martial Law^^ 
and condemnation in one instance to an infamous death 
on the most false and frivolous pretences;— such are the 
rewards that these pious self-devoted men have received 
in. our Sugar Colonies. Unless this be encouragement^ 
I know of none that any West Indian Assembly has 
given to them. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the other grand branch of 
reformation recommended by the Address of 1797, the 
^> securing to the Slaves the certain^ immediate, and active 
protection of the law'*'* — in what manner has this been ac- 
complished ? Their legal protection is every where a 
mere sound. Abstaining from every ground that has 
been or can be disputed, and assuming only what the 
Asseniblies and their partisans admit, rules of evidence 
are still inexorably maintained in every Colony, which 
avoi^edly render fruitless in general every law that exists 
to protect them from violence and oppression. It is not^ 
as Your Royal Highness knows, by us only ; it is by the 
Judges and Magistrates of the Colonies, and even by 
some of their legislative bodies themselves, that the re-, 
jeciion of the evidence of Slaves agaiBst White men is 



58 

stated to be (what no thinking and impartial roan indeed 
can doubt it must in general prove) a fotal bar td their 
protection by law, and a source of impunity to the white 
perpetrators of even the most heinous crimeaagainst them. 

Am6ng a multitude of authorities that might be cited 
to this effect, I will confine myself to one ; the testimony 
of the late Sir William Young, one of the members of 
the We^t India Committee of 1796, and the Secretary of 
that body, the strong terms of whose letter to his corre- 
spondents in Antigua I have read to you. - He had af- 
terwards to record in a most decisive and impressive 
matiner the failure of his own persuasions ; for about 
fifteen years after, in the year 181 1, being then Governor 
of Tobago, he had officially to answer inquiries conse- 
quent on an Address of the House of Commons as to the 
measures that had in consequence of the former addresses 
been adopted for the legal protection of Slaves ; and I 
beg leave to read from another Parliamentary document 
part of the answer he gave : 

^* / think the Slaves have by law no protection. In this^ 
and I doubt not in every other island^ there are laws for the 
protection of Slaves, and good ones ; but circumstances in 
the administration of whatever law render it a dead letter. 
When the intervention of the law is most required^ it will . 
have the least effect y as in cases^ where a vindictive and cruel 
master has dared to commit the most atrocious cruelties, even 
to murder his Slave, no free person being present to mtness 
the act. There appears to me a radical defect in the admi- 
nistration of justice throughout the West Indies, in whatever 
case the wrongs done to a Slave are under consideration ; 
or rather, that justice cannot in truth be administered, con- 
trolled as it is by a law of evidence, which covers the most 
guilty European with impunity; provided that when having 
a criminal intent he is cautious not to commit the crime in 
the presence of a free witness. 

*' On small plantations there is but one ftee person, the 
resident Manager, and no Slave can appear against him. 
In the back yard of a jobber of a small gang ffr hire, in the 
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Worhhops or outbuildings of each artisan or petty trades-^ 
maUy and within every house^ the greatest cruelties may be 
exercised on a Slave without a possibility of conviction. I 
should consider it (he adds) as inconsistent with the respect 
and deference I bear to the sagacity and wisdom of the au- 
gust body for whose use this Report is framed^ to idly en- 
large it with the enumeration of humane laws for the pro^ 
tection of Slaves ; all rendered nugatory by the conditions^ 
of evidence required in their administration.^^ 

Such was the case as stated by Sir William Young in 
1811 ; and such it still undeniably is, with no alteration 
worthy of notice, in all our Sugar Colonies. Such also 
the Planters intend it shall continue; for in the late 
speech of Earl Bathurst in the House of T^ords, in wliich 
His Lordship stated what had been done and recoin* 
mended by His Majesty's Government towards the miti- 
gation of Slavery, he added that all the measures but one 
had been concurred in by the West Indian Proprietors in 
this country; and that single exception, if His Lordship 
was correctly understood, was the admission of the evi- 
dence of Slaves against free persons. Let us admire 
the consistency of these gentlemen in supporting, a^ 
they for the most part did in the late Parliamentary in« 
vestigation, the proceedings against the Missionary, Mr* 
Smith. The evidence of Slaves, Sir, is sufficient, it 
seems, to convict a preacher of the Gospel !-^It is suffi- 
cient to condemn him to death ; although the Slaves who 
give the evidence are swearing for their own lives ! — It 
is sufficient to give currency and judicial credit to the 
most palpable, and monstrous^ and inconsistent fables 
that ever were invented in romance— It.is sufficient to 
prove that a pious self-devoted minister of the Gospel 
of Peace, is an instigator of sedition, rebellion^ and 
bloodshed — It is sufficient to prove that a man who is 
sinking into his grave under the influence of a pulmo- 
nary complaint — who has a helpless wife on the spot with 
him — who in all probability has not many weeks to live^ 
i^ desirous of being the leader in a bloody arid desperate 
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contest of baads of insurgent Slaves, in order that he 
may be made their Emperor, and reign over them in the 
swamps and woods of the Guiana continent ! ! The 
evidence of Slaves, Sir, is sufficient for all this ; though 
they themselves are avowedly guilty of the crime they 
impute, and give their testimony under an extreme in- 
fluence of terror that would disqualify the most respect* 
able of our countrymen from being heard as a witness 
in any court of this country* Their evidence may be 
safely received and relied upon against a prisoner, when 
a whole infuriated community is clamorous for his 
destruction ; but is too dangerous to be heard in any 
case before a jury of White men, all whose preposses- 
sions, and all whose sympathies, are adverse to the pro- 
secutor and the witness, and favourable to the party ac- 
cused* The same Colonists^ it seems, still inexorably 
oppose the reception of such witnesses, however cre- 
dible, and however unimpeachable on every ground but 
the colour of their skins, when necessary to enforce the 
laws against the oppressors of their unfortunate class. 
Neither the Assemblies nor their partisans here, it seems, 
will consent in that respect to change a rule which their 
more zealous champions themselves have condemned as 
an insurmountable obstacle to the protection of the 
Slaves, and the course of public justice. 

Now, Sir, this is the experience we have had for se- 
ven-aud-twenty years. It was in April 1797 that this 
recommendation was sent to the Assemblies, supported, 
as I have shown, by levery powerful motive that could 
be suggested — ^backed by the influence of their own 
agents,— -by the Colonial Proprietors, — by the unani- 
mous vote of Parliament,-*and by the zealous solicita- 
tions of the Duke of Portland, then at the head of the 
Colonial department* And yet we see that in those two 
great points chiefly recommended to their attention, 
the religious instruction of the Slaves, and their pro- 
tection by law from the wanton injuries of their masters 
and other oppressors, the case virtually stands in the 
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year 1834 just as it stood in the yea^ 1797. Is it iiifempe* 
rate, then — is it unreasonable — is it precipitate, in this 
Society, not to be content with a new referenclr to the same 
Assemblies, and not passively to rely agfain on the same 
experiment thns tried, and thus found io be fruitless t 

Our enetaiies afl^t to blame us for not leaVingf tbecas^ 
in the hands of GoTernment, and patiently expecting^ 
the result of its new solicitations ; and even to ascribe to 
this cause the intemperate conduct of the Colonies ; but 
was not the case left in the hands of the Government, and 
had not its influence with the Assemblies full scope, i^ith* 
out any interruption from us, from 1797 till the spring of 
the last year ? If a term of twenty-six years was not 
long^ enough for patient acquiescence on our part, how 
long were we expected to wait before we raised our voice 
agicinst this great national iniquity, and invoked the mo- 
ral and religious feelings of the British people to aid as 
in a call for reformation ?' 

They object also to the necessary means which their 
own obstinacy compels us^ to employ. How, otherwise, 
can we <^pose ta the formidable and fatal ilifluence 
which the Colonial party possesses in and out of Parlia* 
ment, and which they indefatigably employ against us 
through a thousand channels public and private, the only 
power that we can invoke, that of public opinion, with* 
out exposing those cruel abuses which we wish to correct, 
and exciting public discussions on the duty and the means 
of reformation ? Yet we are loaded with invectives for 
pursuing this necessary course. We are accused of ex-^ 
citing discontent among the unfortunate Slaves (as if 
it were possible for human beings not to be di^contenl 
with such a condition as they are reduced to), and every 
ordinairy disorder incident to the system, as well as the 
mischiefs which their own extreme rashness and violence, 
in opposition to the measures of Gk>vern ment, have occa- 
sioned, are laid to our change, on the insidious and absurd 
pretence that the discussions in Parliament, and in our 
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public* print!, are resuf and ititsinterpreted bythef>ooi* 
Ignorant and degraded beings to whom they relate. 

Sir, if tbe fact were so, wbat other alternalive is left 
io us bj their QW19 obduracy, unie9s wholly to abandqili 
the sacred cause in which we are engaged? W)e must 
do this, or contiuue oar efforts to enlighten the peofrft of 
England on this subject^ and to promote by their eonsti* 
tutional influence what we believe to be the only effectMi 
remedy, Partiamentary legislation, which without tbe 
aid of popular feeling it would be difiicult perhaps for the 
Ooyernment itself to apply. 

' But the alarms with which the public mind is assailed 
by our adversaries, are utterly groundless ; and are &Ai by 
Chemselves to be . so. No man can read the newspapers 
printed in the Colonies, of which the only patrcms ami chief 
readers are the White inhabitants, without being con- 
vinced, unless he supposes them to wish for insurrections^ 
that they entertain no real fear of such effects from our 
disdissibas. It would be impossible for me to put this 
argument in a i^tronger and more cpnclusive manner than 
that in which it has been^stated in tlie Report. But, by 
way of further illustfs^tion. let us suppose that any man 
in this metropolis were to set himself to oppose that va* 
luable improvement, the lighting our streets by gas 
lamps, professing that he thought them so extremely 
dangerous even in our public streets, from the risk of 
conflagration, that they ought not to be sufiered ; and let 
us further suppose, that the ^ame man, notwithstanding 
this, was at the ^me moment known to be constnicting gas 
pipes and lamps in his own •dwelling and his own ware- 
houses, though filled with the most combustible and va- 
luable effects, for tbe benefit of the same invention i-^-^ 
surely we should be inclined to say in such a case, '' This 
man cannot be in earnest. Gas lights may be safe^ 09 
they may be dangerous ; but bis opinion is plain from hi^ 
conduct ; and his fears are mere pretence and imposture." 
Not less inconsistent is the affected alarm of the resident 
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Pl^niiers and Proprietor of Staves in the We«l Indien 
idn the score of our discussions oa this side of the Atlantic, 
urbile their own newspapers^ which. they would stop in a 
•moment if they contained any thing that they thcMig^t un- 
safe to themselves, are filled every week, not merely with 
the reports of what we publish or what we say, but with 
the most inflammatory comments and the most dangerous 
perversions, as well calculated as possible, if the Slaves 
were indeed readers of newspapers, aqd political specv^^ 
lators, to excite them to resii^nce and revolt. 
• To expose this insincere and disingenuous conduct is 
not needless ; for Your Royal Highness knows, that ab- 
surd though such an objeetion is when used to silence ne^ 
cessary discussion in this country, Mid inconsistent though 
it grossly. is in the mouths of our Colonists, it unfertu^ 
nately does in some degree serve their insidious purpose^ 
inthe minds of well meaning but uninformed menamongus. 

In this and other points the disingenuous arts employed 
against us offend almost as much against* truth and reason, 
as the system defended by them, does against justice and 
humanity ; and we may learn from the character of this 
0,pposition, as well as from its violence, how little ground 
of hope there is that the Assemblies will be disposed to 
change their conduct, and to adopt with sincerity and ef* 
feet the recommendations of His Majesty^s Gk>vertfment. 
I heartily wish that I could hold out to Your Royal 
Highness and to the Meeting, personally conversant as I 
am with the state of things in those Colonies, the slightest 
hope of such a change ; but I must frankly declare. Sir, 
that I have no hope of that kind; and regard all solicita* 
tions addressed to the Assemblies as tending only to de- 
lay, disappointment and mischief. 

But do I therefore wish that this Society should fly 
in the face of His Majesty's Ministers ? or that we should 
impute to them insincerity in their professions ? Do I 
wish that we should be insensible of the merit of what 
they have done, becauife we are thus reasonably distrust- 
ful, and even despairing, of the means they are employing 
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to accomplish that which they hav« engaged fortfaer to 
do? Far indeed am I, Sir, from such injustice, or liram 
recommending any conduct to this Society inconsistent 
with a perfect reliance on the good intentions of Hi&Ma* 
jesty's Government. For several months to come, at 
least, the. case must implicitly be left in their hands; and 
their new experiment on the Assemblies will be tried 
without any interference by us. \1 need not say ^^ Wait," 
ibr we must wait;. as the Parliamentary session is now on 
the point of being, closed. «Until the next winter no prac?- 
tical measures can be proposedto Parlianieat, which alotie, 
in my opinion, will or can do any thing effeictual. Meant 
time we should rest satisfied, and I for one am ready to 
eay we have much reason to be so, that it is the siacere 
intention of Ministers to redeem the pledge they, have 
, giveit us on this interesting and sacred subject. 
' Bat it is nowise inconsistent with the most perfect 
confidence in them, to persist by all proper and re^ 
spelful means in keeping up the public interest in our 
cause, and preparing for a further expression of thatge* 
neral feeling which: we know to exist in its .favour, with 
all who understand its merits, and are not enlisted by 
their, private interests and connexions in the ranks of ouc 
opponents. Such means are often necessary . in thi» 
free country to support the right intentions of. the Go* 
vernment, and strengthen its hands ; especially . when 
the combined and active exertions of a powerful party, 
actuated by particular interests, are zealously opposed to 
the interests, the wishes, and the duties of the nation at 
large. Let us, then, notwithstanding what. we have at-> 
tainedin possession and promise, and notwithstanding, all 
the clamours and the priejudicea that are opposed to .us,, 
persevere in , our appeals to the understandings and the 
consciences, of oilr countrymen, against this great evil, and. 
this great national crime of .Slavery, until we have ob*i 
tained from Parliament, a deliverance from its roiscbiefo 
and its guilt. In these views, Sir, I most cordially second: 
the Motiop that has been made, ^^ That the Thanks of this< 
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Meeting be gi ten to the Vice-Presidents, Treasurerj and 
Cdniniittee of the Society, for the Report now read ; that 
it be referrred to them to consider the propriety of print* 
ing: atid circulating the substance of the Report ; and that 
they he requested to continue their valuable services/' ; 
' ' The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. , 

: The Honourable Baptist NoEL.-^Sir, if* the Planters 
of Demerara had heard at this moment that emancipa^ 
tion i<^as declared by the Government of this country for 
their Slaves, it would not have fallen on them morelik^ 
a clap of thunder, .than it has on me on hearing myself 
called to address this Meeting on the motion which I 
hold in my hand. Biit, Sir, the unexpectedness of the 
cull, and my consequent want of preparation, will sav^ 
this Meeting from what it otherwise might have been 
eicposed to — a tedious endeavour to enforce a motion, 
* the importance of which I cannot but feel most strongly^ 
.The sprril of that motion is, that this Meeting recognises 
the system of Slavery, such as it exists in our Colonies, to 
be repugnant to the spirit of Christianity, contrary to 
the soundest maxims of policy, and a gross violation of 
the principles of humanity and of justice. It goes on to 
state, " that,' animated with the hope o^ being instrumen- 
tal in putting; a period to this state of oppression, and 
BufTering, and wiping out this foul reproach to the British 
name and character, this Meeting now pledge themselves 
to prosecute the sacred cause they have undertaken, with 
zeal, activity and perseverance, until, by the blessing of 
God on their united efforts, they are enabled, to rejoice 
together in the final accomplishment of their great work 
of mercy.'' I should feel the greater difficulty in press- 
ing this motion on the attention of the Meeting, had t 
not be^n^ completely anticipated by that able Report 
which faas been read to-day, and by the speech of the 
hoaqurable gentleman who has just sat down, and to 
whoin f have listened with the highest satisfaction and the 
deepest interest. Nothing need be added to the arg'u* 
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ments brought forward by that honourabU genttemm 
and in the Report which you have heard, and to that 
mass of information which has been given in the pilbli* 
cations issued tQ the World through the aid of thii 
Society, in order to prove that the system of Slarerjr 
existing in the Colonies,, ia entirely repugnant to the 
spirit of Christianity. The question we have to consider 
is not what Slavery is in the abstract ; we are called ta 
pronounce what the Slavery ill oar Colonics is^— what 
Slavery is in Jamaica — what in Demerara ; — a Slavery 
which, in spite of the veil that has been spread over it» 
more hideous features — ^in spite of the difficulty of getting^ 
access to its grosser horrors — in spite of the efforts ma4e 
to hide from this country its real character-^-it is now 
pearly demonstrated, is a system so replete with enormity 
and horror, that we no longer can hesitate in employing 
with respect to it the very strongest terms of reproba^ 
tioR. Is it not, I would ask, (and I am sure the heart of 
every one here will respond to that question,) — Is it not re- 
pugnant to the spirit of Christianity that one man should 
be the absolute proprietor of his fellow, and the arbiter 
of his destinies— that he should have power, not only 
to shut him o|it from the enjoyment of all the blessings 
which a bountiful Providence so proftisely lavishes upofa 
man, but from the higher blessings of Christian light ahtt 
knowledge, so as almost to destroy that attribute which 
distinguishes him from the brute, while it links him with 
the Divinity — his moral responsibility ? Is it possible that 
a Slave under the despotic and uncontrouled authority of 
his master, should be a morally responsible being in the 
same sense in which we are responsible beings ? Will 
any one deny that it is repugnant to Christianity, that 
one human being, at the will of a fellow man, should tile 
liable to have all the 6nest feelings of his heart outragett 
without the possibility of redress — ^that he should be liable 
to be torn and for ever separated from the society of bis 
wife m4 children — that he should be liable tb have his 
l>ody lacerated with the bloody scourge, without daring 
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,\o litter the slightest murmiir or complaint, on account of 
the painful and barbarous jnfliction ? A thousand terrible 
. facts mi^ht be brought forward to attest the truth of this 
state pfthipg;s.--*]Liook again at the provision which has 
been made for the instruction of the Slaves in Christi- 
anity — how miserably deficient ,it is ! What inadequs^te 
means have been employed to raise the hopes of these 
wretched beings to those bright regions of peace? and rest^ 
and joy^ which Christianity opens to the view ! ^n general, 
they are suffered by their masters to remain in a state of 
heathenish destitution of all religious t^nowledge^ and in 
a worse than heathenish wretchedness and degradation ; 
and all lest their owp paltry temporal interests should 
suffer by the moral elevation of their Slaves. And what 
excuse can be offered for this outrageous violation of 
every Chrktian duty ? Is it the colour of the Slave ? Is 
it the degraded state of intellect or of morals to whidi^ 
by our own system, we have reduced him ? Is it because, 
having made him a Slave, we have doomed him to possess 
those evil dispositions which never fail' to characterize p 
state of Slavery, whether the subject of it be white o;: 
black ? Is it on this account, or on what other, that we ex- 
elude him from the pale of our sympathy, and syste- 
matically depress him from pur own leyel to that of the 
^brutes that perish ? It makes very little difference, in oujr 
.estimate of the evil of Slavery, that there may be many 
Planters in Jamaica, and in the other Colonies, whoproy^ 
mild and merciful masters, who have the interest of theiir 
poor Slaves at heart, and are anxious to ameliorate theif 
condition. All this cannot rectify the incurable evils pf 
tiie system ; these are beyond the reach of individual be- 
nevolence. In proof of this, let any one look at IV^r. Ste- 
phen's excellent delineation of Colonial Slavery, an^ 
then let him ask himself whether a system in all respects 
so, execrable as this has ever before existed. It is difficult 
tpfind terms strong enough to express all one feels on the 
subject; and yet I fear, on the other hand, lest, ifl^ using 
ierms of appropriate force with, respect to the system, I 
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should be thought to entertain feeliDgs of enmity to ttie 
persons of tho9e who, by inheritance or pi^rchase, possess 
a property in Slaves. This is not the case : at the same 
time it is impossible to contemplate. without indigtiatioi^, 
a system by which the subjects of it may be remedilessly 
wronged in every way in which it is possible for one man 
to wrong bis felldw ; and niay be made to sustain, in ad- 
dition to all the numberless vexatious and nameless aggra- 
viBitions which the detaibof every day may bring with it, 
injuries of the severefst and most lasting kind, without the 
hope or possibility of redress. Surely this is a state which 
ought no longer to exist under a Christian Government. 
A further proof of the unchristian tendency of Coloniarl 
Slavery is to be found in those recent proceedings in De- 
mernm, which we all have so much reason to deplore; I 
meiin the proceedings on the Court Martial which aJ- 
jfldg^d Mr. Smith to death. What doctrines could be 
more utterly repugnant to Christianity, than those which 
utrere advanced by that Court— ^advanced, nay, and acted 
Upon too, without any apparent consciousness that they 
Were thus repugnant? The gentlemen who composed 
that Court, adjudged Mr. Smith to have violated his duty 
as a Christian minister, and to have committed a heinous 
dffence, because he taught the Slaves who attended himV 
that one of the indispensable obligations of the Christian 
religion was the observance of the Sabbath. Can that 
system be otherwise than repugnant to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity, which will not permit its most important duties to 
be performed by nineteen twentieths of the population, 
'and makes it even treasonable to inculcate them ? A 
'Christian minister, in short, becomes criminal, in theit 
eyes; who teaches the Slaves to obey those laws of God 
which their Masters are in the constant habit of violating ! 
' But I will not waste words in the proof either of this or of 
the other point embraced by my motion, namely, that the 
MSlawry of our Colonies is a gross' violation of the princr- 
|4^of justice, as well as of the soundest maxims of policy. 
,^f proofs were needed, the Report we have heard wpuld 
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fbrnish them ; and if not, I should only have lo appeal i» 
Ibe Iieart of every individual in ibis room for iU truth. In 
theiie Quewhobreiithda the atmosphere <^f this free and 
huppy land) Who is not eonscidus that all his best feelings 
would be outraged if he- was to be transplanted into that 
region of sorrow and suffering and degradation, of tyranny 
9ud oppression, where Slavery prevails, and where its 
. demoralizing effect is as terrible on tbe Slave master as 
on th^ SIavehiflisel^---carrying its blighting curse to every 
thing With which it conies in contacts— withering the best 
energies of human nature, and under its baneful in^uence 
turning into barrenness the fertility of the most luxuriant 
soil ? And what is the practical result to which all these 
considerations should bring us ? Is it not this. ? — That it is 
an; imperative duty, which must bind the conscience of 
every one amongst us, to wipe off from.our beloved coun. 
try^ that blot which yet remains on her character for not 
having done' all s|^e might hav0 4o4® to terminitte this 
horrible state pf Slavery, Is it not a duty, which we must 
all feel in our consciences to be absolutely imperative, 
steadily and perseveringly, — with temperance I admit, but 
still with a steadiness which no opposition can overcome, 
wMch no interest can be able to resist — to persevere in 
{^ringing to the speediest termination possible so foul a 
system of oppression and irreligion i I hope from my heart. 
Sir, that the successive appeals which are made to our 
consciences will not be without theireffect— that we shall 
not look on our meeting here as a mere perfunctory ser- 
vice, but that we shall feel ourselves deeply bound and 
pledged, individually and collectively^ to do all that in us 
lies to bring this monstrous evil to a termination,, while 
we make the accomplishment of thi9 event the subject of 
our unceasing prayers. I trust that we shall do all we can 
to spread more and more widely thO; detestation of Sla- 
very, never ceasing, even till death, to pursue it to its en- 
tire and universal extermination. Let those of us espe- 
ciidly who are commencing life, resolve on. emulating 
the great exaoaple^ which have been set us by. men dear 
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io our hearts ; and who,«liftring begun the mighty gtriiggle' 
before some of us were yet in being, have continued tci^ 
this* day to liiaintani it with undiminished energy and efr 
feet* Let us tread in their ^teps — let us imbibe tb^iti 
pririciples— let us emulate their labours aiid sacrKces 
aind persevering efforts, until we shall have finally wiped 
away froiA our beloved country this foul stain wlui^ stilt 
pollutes her name. 

I now conclude witb proposing to Your Royal Hi|;fa^ 
ness and to this Meeting the following Resolution : 
^< That, in the opinidn of this Meeting, the bondage* 
in which eight hundred thousand of their feBow^ 
subjects are held, is repugnant to tiie spirit of •Cfcris*' 
' t&nity, contrary to the soundest matiais of policy,' 
and a*gr6ss violation of the pifinciples of humanity 
abd justice; and that, animbted with the hope of 
Being instrumental in putting a period to this slate 
of oppression and suflfering, and ' wiping - out thi^ 
foul reproiAch to the British name and character^ the 
Meeting now pledge themselves to prosecute the^ 
sacred cause they have nndertaken, with seal, ^ac^ 
tivity, -and perseverance, until, by the blessing df 
Grod on their united efibrts, they are enabled to re« 
joice together in the final accom{dishment of their 
great wbrk of mercy.'* 

Mr. T. B. Macaulat. — Had I been requested, Sir,* 
to lend my support to any other resolution than tHat^ 
Which has been proposed by my honourable- friend, I 
could not 'have offered myself to your notice without 
great reluctance; I should have felt that the cause in 
which vre are engaged, although it could never Ibave a 
Warmer-friend, might easily have found a more able and 
more experienced advocate; I should have thought it 
advisable that you should be- addressed by some gentle* 
man who had distinguished himself in this or in a fdr^* 
mer great contest for the rights of human nature, rathei^ 
than by one whose only claim to your attention ia de^ 
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rt^ed from Bervices net liis own. From theso feelings. 
t am telieved by the nature of tke present notion. It 
is a motion which, as I conceive, I can second, not only 
without presumption, but with peculiar propriety. It 
is a motion which ^eems especially to belong to those 
who are entering on life; — to those who, although they 
have not contributed to your past success, are ambitious 
to participate in your future labours. It pledges us to 
continued .iBxertion : — it announces that even if those, in 
whose guidance' we have hitherto confided, be destined 
to leave uninisbed the work which they have so glori- 
ously begun^ the good cause shall not therefore want 
fi-esb champions, nor, if it must be so^ fresh martyrs. 
As a friend to humanity, Sir^ 1 cannot look without the 
greatest satisfaction on diicb a Meeting Assembled for 
such Au object. We heiar^ indeed, much of the pernio* 
cious tendency of* these discussions ; — we are told that 
ihey inflame the passions of the Slave and endanger the 
person and property pf the Master ; — we are adjured to 
take warning by the insurrections of Barbadoes and De-< 
merara f — and these admonitions may have produced an 
effect on some honourable and benevolent minds. To me 
it seems- somewhat singular, that such assertions should 
proceed from the same persons by whom we have breq 
assured that the system of Colonial Slavery is the glory 
of the British name, the envy of the British peasant, — 
that all its evils exist only in theory,— that in its prac- 
tical operation it is the greatest of blessings. No as- 
sertions, however bold and pertinacious, can possibly 
obtain credit when they so directly contradict each other. 
Never was any Government at once so benignant and 
so insecure ; — never were any subjects at once so happy 
and so turbulent. Abuses merely speculative never yet 
roused to revolt the great body of any people. An edu- 
cated man of enlarged views and enthusiastic temper, a 
Tturasea or a Sydney, may convince himself thatone form 
of government has a greater tendency than another to 
promote the happiness of mankind ; and by such conside- 
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rations he may be induced to engage in hazardous ^ntef'tc ' 
prises. But the multitude is not thus influenced. When 
the?/ are excited to a general revolt, it is riot by speeches ; 
it is not by pamphlets ; it is not by meetings ; — but by phy- 
sical evils^ — by sensible privations- — by the spoliation of 
the honest fruits of their industry — ^by the violation of 
the sacred ties of naturie — ^by uiimeasured exaction-^by 
stripes — by insults — by the strong necessity of fa^mine^ — " 
These things sting men to madness. ' These things turn 
plough-shares into swords, and pruhing-hooks into 
^piears. But when was it ever known that the mere ex- 
posure of theoretical evils excited a people to rebellion, 
while they were enjoying comfort and personal security ? 
We need not look very far foir instances: — ^observe the 
state of oir own country ! For many years, hnn^refda 
have been employed in telling the people of En- 
gland that they arie debarred from their just rights — 
that they are degraded— that they are enslaved. Every 
day this is heard — read — believed by thousands. More 
appeals are made to their passions in a week than to 
those of the West Indian Slaves in a year. • Yet who 
lives in the apprehension of rebellion ? Who, except' in 
times of temporary distress, expects even a riot ? Who 
does* not know that, while their rights of property, 
person, and conscience, are protected by law, and while 
they are well fed and clothed, Cobbett may write away 
his fingers, and Hunt may talk away his lungs in vain ! 

And yet, Sir, with this example before us, we are re- 
quired to believe that men whose situation is infinitely 
better than that of the English peasant — men whose 
condition is a realization of Utopia, a renewal of the 
golden age, an anticipation of the prophetic millennium 
— bannot safely be permitted to hear a single whisper 
against the system under which they live. It requires 
no skilful interpreter to translate these forebodings of 
•danger into confessions of tyranny. — ^What are we "to 
think of a system which, as its advocates tell us, caiinot 
'be discussed without exciting insurrection ? What, agarn, 
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are we la'tbink of' a syBtotn imider wUcb insiirrecUoiis 
(as its advocates also tell us) cimhot be supjiressed 
without massacre ? LK>6k'at the punishnients iafficted 
a few years back on the' insurgents of BArbadoes, -and 
recently on those in' Demerara. Where, in the whole 
history' of niodem Europe, shall we fiiid an instance in. 
which the destruction of so large a proportion of the. 
population had been deetned necessary for the safety of 
the silr vivors i The British subjects of the New World i 
have oiitddne^ immeasurably outdone, all the imifilary 
despots, all the frantic Jacobins of the Old. * Their ten* 
idermercies are mtore cruel than the *ven|;eance of Dun- 
dee; — their little fingers are thicker tKan^ the lolds«of 
Alva ; — ^Robespiel*r6 chastised with whips,' but they chas- 
tise- with' scorpions. • But, we are told,* this- was • not 
wanton cruelty :— it was indispensably necessary for the. 
peace and ^fety of the Colonies ! Gratit it-^Hiad what 
then t Must not every particle of blamehwhich is ;takeA' 
away from the agents be laid on the* system ? What mtiisl 
be the sthte' of things which makes that wholesome 'se- 
verity, which elsewhere would-be diabolical atlrocity? 
What are we to think of the condition of a people/ when 
inftictiotis so tremendous are nec^sary to >raake endu- 
rance appear to them a less evil than rebellion ? Woe 
to that society which has no cement but blood! Woe to 
that Giovernment which, in the hoar of success, must not 
dare to be merciful ! I need no other testimony against 
the Colonists than that with which they themsekes for* 
nish us, and that vrhich daily and hoiirly ibroes itself on 
our notice. When I see institutions which tremble ^t 
evisiry breath— institutions which depend for supp6rton 
restless suspicion^— on raving calumny— on* outrageous 
persecution — on military force-i-on infiiBdous testimony*— 
on perverted law — I have.no further need of witnesses, 
or of arguments, to convince me that they iqu^t be o% 
'fiagitidus and unjust as are the means by which they are 
upheld. ^ We hear, indeed, that this system, in theory 
t:onfessedly odious, is in practice lenientjand liberal.; and 
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alMsnilimce of Ibf^l . testmoiiy w acidtwed tothisefiect*^ 
IabbI testimottiy it indeed inWilmiUfe when it dan be ojbk> 
iim&i madttltenited lijr lo^l inidresft and laeal prejo- 
dfea;.faut thai it is adulterated I must Idn^ys believe^; 
wktt I- ^e lliat it edntradicts gt^t general principles.- 
b it poR^ble that the pdWer with which the Slare codes; 
in^^t tbr Master can be exmt^ited wilho«it being perpe*/ 
tva% alMsM i If so^ Aen is there no' troth in expe* 
iMttf^N^tbeii is there na tonsistenty ib human n^lure-^ 
thenfislristdfy 4ialite^ and political scieflice«jiig^le,^and 
the %Mdbt]^ of bdrilatestttrs nadnessi and the British, 
cMStltittioii a name I l«et its break up • the b0nehe6 of 
Uns House bf Cbmanons for fjrewood, find cut Mi^na^ 
C^rtaiiltd bittledorei. i Theto Ussertidns^ tbeti, of our 
dpponenrtffat^nbt^ttey cannot b^^^ue ; and foftunatety' 
it h not merely b; rbaraiing «n gemaral: pi^ietpleft -thai 
#e are enabled to jielille th^ni^ Out of the ftftouths of 
<Hir ftdversariee tiiemsblVefr we can fiiUy show that West; 
Ifidiaii SAktety is to eirit-^-^glreat and fearfiil e vil*--^n evil 
wilh^^'flffiy affitritV to ^food: prtnciplei^ or any tendency 
ib good efibets^an evil' se poisonous thit it imparto to 
almpost liverf ailtidote a natotf^ as' d^dly as its own ! 
When tUs^codntry has been endiingered either by op«i 
pteiiir^ power or by popular delusion, truth has still 
pAsse^d 'one irresistible organ^us^ice one inviolable 
<ribaMl';-Mtort oi^ii has been' an English Press^that 
fribonal an^ English Jury.- But iif thoM wretched islandi^ 
we see a Press tnore^ hostile to triitfi than any Cen^or^ 
and* Juries nfore insehsible tb justice than any Star 
Chan^i*^ In tliose isitoilcfe aioiie ib exetiaplifiisd the full 
lUeAningtf the most t>eiikeiidous of the ciirses denounced 
agaimi the fCpostate Hebrews, ^^ I will curse your bless* 
ings 1 " I have said that this may be proved from the 
confession of our antagonists. Thibre arte' few persons 
pfca^nf^ I presume, who have not bestowed some atten^ 
tidU on \he case of the late Mr. Smith. W^ remember-^ 
and God Almighty forbid t^ialever we should forget !-^ 
heVrOn that occasion batred — deep, cunning, rancorous ' 
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Haitred^HregtiiateS every proceedings wftiT tiilifidlfMtodl 
Ibi' eVery tew, iatruded itself upon the^ seat of Jti^jge- 
luentv ftHowed its victim no sanctuary in the housb of 
motthiiii^, no reAige in the very grave ! It in true that 
the mAiibers of that Court Martial have hitherto es^ape< 
the stighia of a Parliahientary censure ;«^it h true that 
those i^hb had not the hardihood to aequtt, had not the* 
^ilrlae to condemn them. But riot lesti true is it that 
the ^ pilblie has eicamined the ease — had pnononnced itv 
daninatoty verdici^as paissed its i»entence, and trili 
a^fiUn^dly execute tt;-H.and history lirill dobhlIes$ mnk 
the proceedings dfth^t GouH wfthtiidse of thi^ liinr* 
det^usi Judges of Latiiner and Sydney f 

Now, Sir, #hal ivias the tirgtkment adduced^ during^ tbe^ 
late discussion, by the advocates of the Colonists j What 
wa»lhe't«ea§on1iig wlhich they oppcised to what (if I may 
tentuire to add the bumble voice ot private respect to th« 
bi^siHgd of thb widow and to the applause of an lidmiring 
ntttion) I woieild call one of the nobleat struggles ^vee 
mainlined by genius in the eamse of m>erty^ of justiee^ 
and of national honour? What was their argaUient?' 
'iThey positively &sserted> ikeyrepeatedfy asserted, that, 
in their opinion, a Jury composed of Plant^is would hdVe 
acted with iar more violence and injmti^e than did thia 
Court Martin — this Court Martial Which not one of them-^ 
selves would defelid — this Court Mi^rtial which could not 
find a^togle lawyer to stake Us professional character od 
the legality of its proceedings. Their ai^umi^nt was thi6 ^ 
^Things have^ doubtless been done %#hii^h e^oldd not 
have been done ; true it is that the Court permitted Ihe 
Judge Advocate to act in a way totillly inconsistent with 
his office.; true it is that they admitted hearsay evidenoa 
on one side, and rejected it on the • other ; they tried A 
man over whom they had no jurilidtction — they coiivicted 
him without satisfiicfo^ evidence— they condemned him 
to a pimishment not warranted by law : but we must all 
make alh>wilnces; We must judge bycomp^ison; Mr* 
Smith had great reason to be thankful i^ might have 
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Ifeen.inuicli worse. Only think wbat would have been 
the case if :he had had a Jury of White Planters to try 
hin^l That would surely have been infinitely worse ! '^ 
: Sir, , I have always had the happiness of living under 
the protection of the law of England, and therefore I am 
utterly unable to imagine what could bet worse. But 
though I'have a slender knowledge, I have a large faith. 
I am by no me^ns so presumptuous as to set any limit to 
the possible injustice of a West Indian Judicature ; and 
since the Colonists solemnly assure us that a Jury of their 
own .body nol oi|Iy possibly might, but necessarily must, 
have acted with; more violence an^ injustice than this 
Court Martial, I certainly shall not pretend to dispiite 
the assertion^ although I am utterly at a loss to conceive 
the Ynbde* . 

: Therefore, Sir, I am warranted, by the confessicm of 
our opponents, in saying that this system; ought not to 
stand; and, thank God, by the character- of the British 
people I am warranted in saying that it cannot stand* 
England cannot long tolerate it, without renouncing her 
^laim to her highest and mo^t peculiar distinction. She 
Ias, indeed, ipuch in which to glory* She may boast of 
her ancient laws— ^of her magnificent literature— of her 
long list pf maritime and- military triumphs ; — ^she may 
bpast.of the yusi extent and security.of her empire ; — but 
she has still a higher praise: — it is her peculiar glory, not. 
that she. has, ruled so .widely^--not that^he has conquered 
so splendidly —but that she has ruled only to bless, and 
^oi^qiuered qnly to spare !, Her mightiest ^inpire is that 
of her morals, h^r language, and her laws ;-^her proudest 
yic|;f>rjiesj those, she has achieved oyer ferocity and igno- 
rance ;'r-ber most durable trophies, those she has erected 
in ; the, hearts: of civilized' and liberated . nations. The 
strong moralfeeling of the English people — their hatred 
of iiijusUce — their disposition) to make every sacrifice 
rather than participate in crime ; theses have long been 
their glory, their strength, their ^safe>y ! I , trust that they 
will long be so.- I trust that Englishmen will feel on this 
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QceaBion, as on so many other occasions they have felt, 
that the policy which justice and mercy recdaimend, is 
that ' which can alorte secure the happiness of nations 
ahd the stability of thrones.* 

It is surely deiightriil, Sir,' to look forward to that pe* 
ribd when a series of liberal and prudent measures shall 
have delivered islatid^, so highly favoured by the bounty 
6f Providence, fromt the curse inflicted on them by the 
frantic rapacity of main. Then the peasant of the Antilles 
will no longer craw), in listless and trembling dejection, 
around a plantation froni whose fruits he. miuBt derive no 
advantajge, and a hut whose door yie;ldsh im.no .p'rotec- 
tton ; but, w^en hkl cheer ftil and voluntary labour is com- 
pleted, he will return^ with the firm .step; and erect brow 
of a British citieen, from the field which is his freehold 
to the house which is his castle. Then those regions 
where civilization has displayed only its strengthyi ,wiU 
exhibit also the fruits of its wisdom and its mei'cy ;'-Tar(8 
—^sciences — letters— equal lawsr— ^nevolent institutions 
— the temples of a pure religion-r-the marts of a legitl- 
matecommerce — tribunals where justicemay be expected 
£ven, by a- Negro or a Missionary — senates ^ where .liberal 
sentiments and decorous* phraseology will have succeeded 
to the doctrines and language of Buccaneers ! I cannot 
think these anticipations chimerical^ when I reflect oathe 
past condition of our own country, and on the interesting 
and pathetic event to which, in a great measure, it owes 
its present- blessings. In an Italian Slave Market, a 
priest observed some children of exquisite beauty exposed 
for sale. He aiiked whence they came ; he was told from 
England* His heart burned within him; he pitied. th^ 
misery and degradation of a distant people. As soon a^ 
he was niised to^the papal throne, he instantly tQok:mea- 
sntes for introducing into this island the Christian religion^ 
and all the moral and poUtical blessings, by which that 
religion has ever been accompanied. We are not exactfy 
informed of the difficulties which he had to encounter, 
but we know that in every agelhuman nature is the same ;\ 
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Ihfrt in *^very ag^e it t0 Ifarotfgh listre4 and dbloqaylt^t 
Ahe path Kes to virtue nod to glory. There were prohd^lj 
grate statesmen to ilagge&t that th<9 work of afnelifyfatioa 
bad better be left to the Wittefia|;e|notes of the Heg- 
Iar6hy« No doubt 'th#re were glaTe-hdldei^ who pro. 
tested that their SSayes toed more f i^mptuously thaa tb|9 
'King of the Lomfaardd. Tb0 9tatue of Pasquin was Uf^ 
then ibtanding in Bodie $ but then^ doubtless, there w€(ffi 
not wanting wits to deride bis. enthiisiasm, and liars 
to iasperse his cbaracter. It id not impossible that there 
may have been foviid ruffians tp piiU down his cbapelii, 
and forsworn Judges to ifend bis Miensionfiries to the gal- 
lows. However this may have been, we kpow tfhat hp 
persevered ;^a|ul now look at the result r Now took at 
the miserable, the* degraded country, the land bf the op. 
pressor and the opjiressed ! Tkei^ is freedom in the r^ 
spiratidn of its Idr/ and in the very contact of it^ soil t--^ 
Now look at thai ocean which then bor^ to our coast nor 
thing but plunderers, and carried back from it nothing 
but cai^oes of misery and diespair. That very ocean now 
rolls pironnd us at once to enrich and to defend — at once 
irenders our coalst every where accessible to con^mercci, 
and every whereimpervious to war. Look at our mar^ 
time power-^at our commercial opulence — at oMr.marti^ 
•glbrj' — ^at the proud list of our great men ; and then re^ 
fleet from what we were raised, and by %?bat meant^. 
These things should inspire us with hope^ Wd not frilb 
-hope alone* D6 we owe so many ble^ings to the gene- 
rosity of an ignorant priest in a darti age. and a distant 
country, and shall not we, who Mve in the fall .blaze of 
morals and intellect, exert ourselves for the w^elfore of 
those over who$e fbte we possess an irresistible controul, 
and in Whose wrongs we have most deeply participated i 
Ag^in, therefbre, end again we pledge ourselvies to this 
good cause. Danger, difficulty, and opposition, shall only 
animate us to the work. We will consider every success 
asa presage of (rnal triumph ;— ^very fiii]ure,a8a call Sur 
Hdopbled exertions* l^ander, enmity, ridienle, we e»* 
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{wct mud we deipise. — ^Wbeo the Cnimler in^|!^mo Uftp 
hig sword to break Ae eneliaaliiieat of thelrailiite^ loro^ 
gigantic jbrms surrautid lun*rTterribl$ vQf<;0ftffi0i|aqa hm 
f^the wind roars<«^tlie dshn ave darlusa^drrlh^ f4^ 
shakes beneath his fret ;'*^-httt the blow is stradFi and ii^ 
atantly the san shiaee fortbr-lbe storm ^iib^id^lrHinil tbp 
4eaHMis 41y ho^lini^ fbom the qpotvihiehrthey coi)]14: pol- 
lute op longar. We are boand on a higher ,ad¥eiitiira<"r 
we are s^i^ora ta undo the spell of a fquler witcJipnift;-r- 
and it IS 4iot by an jr teaipest iprhieh the worstarti of fHir ad- 
venai^esean conjure np^ that we will be tjurned baokjGrpiii 
the (enterprise. Nerer, never shall this. 4;ont^i bl^ 
.terniinfited, but by m, decisive victory of those. pril)cipU|i 
^f honoor, benevolence aoid freedotn^ from WblPb alone 
Statescan derive a substantial prosperity, and St^MlDtn 
an immortal renown I '' ( The speaker mi. rdosiM mn^i 
iotidtke^ring^zcikblasiedteverfUtimUies^y 
The HHrticm was then pnt| And carried naanimciildy* « 

Lord GALTHO]i9&«-«-4Sir9 I canndt submit tp Your 
Royal Highiless and to this numerous Meelii^ the Ri9- 
eotution which has been submitted to my cheirgsi^ iritlwii|t 
declaring the great satisfoction' and delight I h^ve jblt ^t 
the speech we have just heard ; and I am well cpnviocf4 
that the high degree of pleasure which it hasexcitedy a^ 
which has been so strongly expressed, has been g^eatjy 
iacreased by the persuasion of the peculiar gratification 
which that speech must have afforded to one of thi3 tatye 
apdieoce who has naturally tbe greatest reason to eault 
in its success. This Society might, indeed, well enter- 
tain a warm assi|railce of a vary early triumph of its 1^- 
boars, if we could venture to hope that the children of 
those who have occupied the fiiremost ranks in that mighly 
^I'uggl^^^in which it is engaged^ would aid its efforts TFith 
but a portion of the ability and eloqnenoe we have jn^t 
Witnessed. 

Xnadverting, Sir, to the great end which this Socto^hfui 
fai view, I mast express my satm&ction at thatpa^saf^.of lis 
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l^BiinoM Report wbiab diecHiiined anf deMgii.to ieffitct ^ 
iHishftiHlsuddene^i^iiiction oCSlavery in tlieWestlad^^ 
« charge whicb had been «o 8t«diott£fly bujLunjustly l)rQiight 
apunat it ; ortginaling^ witb those who were from ibe.fii^'rt 
-MturftUy pfroiDpted to^lecry its labours ; suppprted: by i,b« 
lAteiMted and delusive colouring that baa. been given ta 
-p9i43itog events' ; and countenanced, 1 ' rfgret to . 8ay» 1.9 
'some 'degree by the- language mnd measures .a4o[pte4 up 
'Parliaaient during the sessiqn *wbicb. is this day.cofue. to 
-a^htie.' Bnl^ Sir,' in saying. this, I am at the sam^ i^va^e 
'anxious to 4o justice to the int^ntions of .Hia Majesty > 
^Ministers*' I agree with ny learned friend. (Mr. Stephen) 
' in briieriug that Ifa^yarer sincerely desirous qf improving 
the iDondition of the Sfeves. They have, I am.persuadedy 
< wished to maintain what they conoeiised .to be a feir apii 
iippsrtiaicourse between the Ji^ost strenuous AbolitiQ|li8t^ 
and the West- India Planters* But tbey have, I think, 
clearly bfien- drawn 4i8ide. by lepdingtoa ready. an lear to 
the suggestions and apprehensions of those to whom if 
they had formeriy'listened ^ith ec^ual confidence and cre- 
'dulilyv tbey<»idd never, have attained that merit, whicji 
they have so justly t earned by the ipeasunes adapted fpr 
following up the. Act of Abolition^ and by exerting the. ii%- 
fluetioe and authority of this country,pver iqreigD. nations, 

* for earring a moire general extinction of the Slay^ Trade. 
•To the ^ same delusive, and false impressions, lam, Sir, 

* also vinclined toattribute> the conduct of. His M^esty's 
'CFOvernmentupon^the occasion which has been so fre- 

> q:Ue)it%idluded to this^ay,jand<ha8 drawn to itself sp]arg^ 

* a n^asutfe ^f public attention. (Here Dr, JUusfiwgtfni 
•^ enieredy' ah^^ wdsreceioed mkhs a loud expression of (qgn:Q' 
^b^iHoni) I am so litjtle. disposed, to complain /Of wh^t 
'has just occurred as an interruption^ that I rather. regar4 

> it^asa most seasonable illustration of what I was about 
^ toL mentian^— the. strong sensation; occasioned by the ex- 
posure of the recent events at Demerara, and the Par]ij^- 

* nriafitary' decisibii^.qpion. them; when a Hiajority of^the 

* ticM»eof Commons. virtually, resplved to rescue from cejf-. 
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«ure, proposed in the mildest and least ptfensive fbrni) 
those n4io had passed a sentence awarding that extreme 
pe^tjr of the law which is reserved for, crimes ^f the 
deepest dye, to one whose offence was admitted, eTW by 
the leading Minister of the Crown in that House, to be 
substaiitially this t — that he had placed an excessive and 
blameable reliance upon the character aad disposition of 
those to whom he stood in the endearing relation of a 
spiritual teacher and pastor. Sir, in alluding to that 
much injured individual, as I am called upon to do by the 
Resolution I hold in my hand, I will not wrong his 
memory, or the feelings of Your tloyal Highness and of 
.those who hear me, by calling for your sympathy for hitUk 
I^ Sir, we believe him to have been faithful in the dis- 
cbarge of his high office, and that his very faithfulness 
made him the victim of those by whom his religion was 
bated, — then. Sir, the state to which we cannot doubt . he 
is now exalted may indeed kindle our hope&*— it may ani- 
mate our faith, but it never can call for our sympathy ; 
and even in proposing that part of my Resolution which 
expresses our deep concern in the sorrows of her who 
ivas the sbarer, and is now the survivor, of his wrongs and 
suiferings, I would ask only for a limited measure of 
your sympathy. For possessing as we do the strong and 
miimpeachable testimony of a most respectable clergyman 
of the Church of England to the valuable labours of thb 
deyoted Missionary ; — assured as we are by bim that, al» 
though his spiritual instructions did not preserve all who 
attended them from engaging in the act of rebellion, yet 
that they were of such efficacy as to strip that rebellion 
of the sanguinary character which M former insurrec- 
tionfk in J>emerara had worn, and to induce the Negroes* 
to spare the lives of those whom they believed to be their 
oppressors and persecutors. Assured, Sir, 1 say, that if 
such was the influence of his pastoral exertions, how 
justly may we hope that the precepts of such a man have 
sunk, with a. peculiarly healing and consoling power, into 
Iha^ heart of his widowed partner — supplying her with a 



full antidote to an affliction like hers^ and cheering her 
heart with the blessed prospect of a reunion w itKhim in 
that kingdom wherein dwelleth righteousness ! Sorrows 
BO chastened and softened, demand froni us a measured 
sympathy ; but the claims, arising from her circumstances, 
upon that succour which it is in our power to bestow, 
#ill, I doubt not, be fully felt and answered. 

Upon another part. Sir, of this Resolution, — that which 
expresses our gratitude to the individual who brought the 
proceedings at Demerara before the consideration of Par- 
liament, and to his associates, — I shall say little ; not be- 
cause I think their merits light, but because I am per- 
suaded that, if they require any further recompense for 
the service they have rendered to the cause of truth, 
beyond'that which they must find in their own. hearts, 
it will have been fully awarded to them by the approving 
feelings and judgement of the country at large. For to 
every one who venerates the laws, as framed, not for the 
infliction, but the redress of injury, and for the protec- 
tion of liberty ; and who regards the study and practice of 
those laws as a generous and dignified employment;— 
to every such man it itiust have been truly gratifying to 
see so many of those who have either attaiiied, or are ad- 
vancing to the highest distinctions of th^t profession, 
coming forward one after another, and exerting to thie 
utmost their powerful talents and eloquence to repair thfe 
outrage ofiered at Demerara to all law and all- justicef. 
'For, Sir, what was thfe cause they there pleaded ? The 
question brought i)efore Parliament did not merely af- 
fect a single Colony, or a single Missionary;' but it was 
one involving all the great and essential principle's bf con- 
science and of freedom. It was, indeed, of such a na- 
ture, that I am quite at a loss to conceive what 'security 
those who dpon that questioti voted in the majority, will 
be able to offer ,to their constituents or to thendfiselves, 
that,'upori any future occasion on which the forms of law 
shdll be again used for the purposes of the grossest in^- 
justice and oppression, they will be found on the side of 



83 

the oppressed, or rather not ^shielding the oppressor* 
And here, Sir, I cannot but express my regret, that wfaea 
tke most erainent advocates were seen coming forward to 
rescue the legal profession from the stain which the pro- 
ceedings at Demerara had cast upon it, those distin- 
guished officers who were conscious 'of the upright and 
irreproachable feelings by which they had been influenced 
whilst sitting upon Courts Martial, did not likewise feel 
themselves constrained to vindicate that species of tri-^ 
bunal from the stigma affixed to it by these proceedings, 
as little resembling the acts of an English Court Martial 
as those of any other British Court of Judicature. 

In thus referring to the recent decision of the House 
of Commons, I have no wish to arraign the motives of 
any individual who voted in the majority, to whatever 
profession he may belong. I know how industriously a 
powerful party in the country has endeavoured to spread 
a delusion upon all subjects of West India policy, and 
with what success, that decision, I think, has too fully 
proved. But it is that very delusion which this Society 
has to combat, and, if possible, to dissipate ; — to convince 
all men that those colonies are sofiering under a deadly 
disease created by Slavery-^a disease that can be cured 
only by the gradual removal of its cause: and surely, 
Sir, the more we find men of unquestionable probity 
and principle, but of regard to a particular system and 
state of things, refusing to censure what no man can 
justify, the more must that system become an object of 
distrust and suspicion. 

I would also, Sir, apply the same remark even to 
those who sat upon the Court Martial at Demerara. We 
are told some of them were men held in high esteem 
and regard by those who knew them, and considered 
incapable of acts of injustice and oppresaon. Yet when 
we find them grounding snch a sentence upon such evi* 
denee, whatfuither proof do we require of the vitiating 
influence of the atmosphere by which they are sur- 
rounded, than that it should enslave the consciences of 
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those who were before upright, and leave them no 
liberty to be humane and just ? 

But, Sir, in proportion as I deplore and deprecate 
such iniquity, I turn with increased relief and satisfac- 
tion, from the fluctuations of Parliament and the errors 
of Cabinets, to that great tribunal to which Parlia- 
ment and Ministers must at length submit, — ^the tribunal 
of the People of England, and by ^' the People of En- 
gland " I would be understood to mean, not the low un- 
educated and unreflecting class of society, but that great 
and growing mass of intelligence, of wealth, of public and 
private virtue, and of high religious feeling, which is 
contained in what is called in this country the Middle 
Class. They have no interest in this great question, but 
the eternal and immutable interests of truth and justice ; 
—and they will at length ask themselves, where are the 
pre-eminent benefits arising from this system, that, for 
the sake of maintaining it, they should still be called upon 
to make that large annual pecuniary sacrifice which 
has been alluded to, and those dearer and costlier sacri- 
fices of humanity and truth. They will not, in the ex- 
ercise of that equity by which they would be governed, 
deprive any individual of his own right and possessions 
hastily and inconsiderately, even though he should be a 
West Indian proprietor and owner of Slaves. But, ac- 
customed to associate with the name of the British Con- 
stitution ideas of beneficence, they will not calmly 
suffer their Government to be reviled and defied by de- 
pendent Colonies when called upon to act in the spirit of 
that beneficence ; still less will they endure such scorn 
and contumacy, when practised under the mask and 
boast of the forms of an English Constitution. And 
whenever they shall be asked, in time to come, to confide 
in Assemblies and Tribunals in the West Indies, be- 
cause they bear names which command their respect ^and 
affection, then the;People of England mil bear in mind 
that the Court Mai^tial at Demerara was compared to an 
English C!ourt Martial, and to an English Court of Jus. 
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tice* Tbey will. Sir, I trust, call for that which has, I 
think, been studiously kept back during the last session, 
•—inquiry : but before that investigation takes place, and 
whilst there is yet room for the existence of some pre- 
judice, they will feel it to be no violation of the equity 
they will surely maintain, if that prejudice should be in 
fiivour of Liberty, and against Slavery. 

TheNoble Lord concluded with moving: 
^^ That this Meeting, in common with the Nation at 
large, view with sorrow and indignation the gross 
violation of law and justice exhibited at Demerara 
in the trial and conviction of Mr. Smith the Mis- 
sionary ; and while they express their detestation of 
the cruelty and oppression to which he fell a victim, 
they are anxious at the same time to testify their 
cordial sympathy with his afflicted widow, on account 
of the severe sufferings she experienced while 
sharing her husband's imprisonment, and the irrepa- 
rable loss she has sustained by his untimely death. 
Nor do they feel it a duty less incumbent on them 
to pay their heartfelt tribute of applause to Henry 
Brougham, Esq. and his associates in Parliament, 
who have so nobly and effectually vindicated the 
character of the traduced and persecuted Missionary, 
and whose splendid and successful efforts, in exposing 
oppression and asserting the cause of truth, in- 
nocence, and justice, entitle them to the gratitude 
of their country and of mankind *." 

Mr, Money, M.P.— Sir, it requires no little resolu- 
tion to stand up in such an assembly as this, after the 
great powers which we have seen exhibited this day, and 
particularly by the son of one who has the delight and 
the glory of sharing the labours of a Wilberforce and a 
Stephen in this great cause. But I have been called on 



* See Not(^ at the end of the Proceedings. 
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to second the Resolation proposed by the Noble Lord. 
And* after the decision of the House of Commons with 
respect to Mr. Smith, or I should rather say the shrink- 
ing from a decision, (to which some persons did me the 
injustice to make me a party,) I should feel that I was a 
coward^ if I did not obey the call. But while £ most 
cordially subscribe to all the sentiments which are em- 
bodied in this most important Resolution, I feel that I 
should ill consult the interest of the Society, of which 
this is the first Annual Meeting (and I believe that there 
never has been an example of any first anniversary of 
any Society so attended and so graced), I feel, Sir, that 
i should do injustice to that great cause of justice and 
humanity, of God and man, which we are this day met 
to promote, if I were, by occupying your time at any 
length, to weaken (as I certainly should do) the impres- 
sion that must have been made on your minds and your 
hearts by the eloquent and powerful appeals which have 
been addressed fo them. But this I must say, Sir, that 
it is only by assembling in such Meetings as these, and 
fully and fearlessly expressing our opinions, and thus 
becoming the medium of exciting corresponding sentiments 
and feelings throughout the land, that that foul stain can 
be efiaced from the British name which has been inflicted 
on it by the barbarous treatment, the long and lingering 
and painful trial, the monstrous and intolerable sen- 
tence, the imprisonment even unto death, of that excel- 
lent minister of the Gospel Mr. Smith. It is the unim- 
peachable evidence of the respectable chaplain of the 
colony, (although that gentleman, Mr. Austin, had pre- 
viously no intimacy with Mr. Smith, but on the contrary 
entertained a prejudice against him,) — it is his unim- 
peachable testimony that it was to be attributed to the 
influence and the instructions of this martyred Mission- 
ary^ that, for the first time in the history of Slave insur- 
rections, the revolt in Demerara was bloodless in inten- 
tion at least, and that the lives of the very men had been 
saved who thirsted for his own. With respect to another 
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and a most affecting part of the Motion which I hold in 
roy hand, wherein we are called on to express our sym- 
pathy with Mr. Smith's unhappy widqw, I do confidently 
trust that that sympathy will not be confined tp expres- 
sion alone, but that a Natiop's charity will provide for 
her. Her loss is not to be supplied ; and her sufferings 
on account.of it are only to be mitigated by Him who has 
promisc^d to succour and console the widow and the fa- 
therless. With the sentiments expressed by the IsToble 
Lord who preceded me, as to the concluding part of the 
lEleport, I most entirely concur. No language pf mine 
can possibly add the slightest force to the deserved tri- 
bute that has here been paid to those distinguished mem. 
bers of the British Parliament who have vindicated the 
murdered innpcence of Mr. Smith and the violated laws 
of their country. They are justly entitled to the grati- 
tude of e.yery British heart, and it will not be withheld 
from them.r—I conclude with seconding the Motion of 
the Noble Lord. 
The Motion was carried unanimously. 

Dr. LusHiNGTON. — Sir, I deeply lament the absence 
of my honourable friend, Mr. Brougham, who would in 
terms infinitely more strong than any I can use have ex^* 
presse4 bis warm gratitude for the vote which this Meet- 
ing has in its kindness been pleased to pass. I know that 
he would have, attended on the .present occasion, but that^ 
frop circumstances he has not been able to controul, he 
has been prevented from carrying his intention into exer 
cution. Nothing can be more gratifying to my feelings 
than to know that the humble part which I took in the 
discussion of the ever-memorable transactions of Deme- 
rara, has met with the approbation of this Meeting and 
of the Cofintry. It ^^ill to my dying day be a source of 
consolation and rejoicing, that some little at least was 
done to vindicate the honour of the British name from 
that foul ^tain which the proceedings at Pemerara, from 
their commencement to their close, have necessarily cast 
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upon it. I was anxious to dischidrge my duty, not from 
any desire or wish to signalize myself in a memorable 
debate, but because I had read and studied the evidence^ 
ainl had come to the conviction which I now again pro- 
fess,— the conviction of the entire innocence of Mr, 
Smith, who fell a victim to the mockery of justice ! Many, 
I trust, will find the leisure and the patience to read and 
consider the voluminous proceedings connected with his 
trial ; their time will be well spent, and the result, I am 
confident, will be, in the judgement of every candid man, 
that, so far was Mr, Smith from having deserved the 
slightest censure, his conduct throughout the whole of 
his career at Demerara was marked by the strictest at- 
tention to his religious duties, and by the most circum- 
spect and prudent demeanour. It was not to be sup- 
posed that being a daily eye-witness of all the atrocities 
which are innate in the system of Slavery, and which 
Were every day distressing his feelings and wounding his 
heart, it was not to be supposed he could be a tame 
spectator of scenes like .these, and that he should not 
commit to his private journal the reflections which such 
scenes must necessarily ever produce in the mind of a man 
of religion and humanity. Could he. Sir, have been a 
taite spectator of these daily atrocities ? Could he have 
seen without emotion the unfortunate victims of thi» 
diabolical system abridged of their opportunities of at- 
tending religious worship, their only consolation amid 
the miseries by which they were surrounded ? When he 
saw those who are allowed no hope oh this sidle of the 
grave restricted from seeking comfort and peaces from 
hope beyond it,-^was he not to feel, as every individual 
whom I have the honour to address must feel, strong 
indignation, although he had the circumspection to keep 
it within his own bosom ? 1 doubt much,- Sir, liad I been 
placed under the same circumstances with Mr. Smith, if 
I could have restrained myself from loudly proclaiming, 
to the public and to the world, the abhorrence I felt at 
fleeing tyranny, cruelty, and oppression, thus preddmi^ 
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nating over every feeling that ought to actuate the hO" 
man conduct. 

Now, Sir, in adveHingto the object of this Meeting, I 
am desirous to declare my firm opinion that it is the abolu 
Hon of Slavery we must seek, and that all attempts to afhe- 
liorate the condition of the Slaves, unless the ultimate re- 
sult be the entire abolition of the state itself, will prove 
vain and perplexing. It is my firm conviction, after much 
and anxious deliberation on the subject, that the power 
has not been given by Grod to man of framing a code of 
Slavery. 1 believe it to be impossible, if all were actuated 
by the best dispositions and the best feelings, — I believe it 
to be impossible to frame a system of Slave Laws in which 
Injustice, oppression and abuse would not of necessity 
exist. — ^The truth is, Sir, that when God made men, he 
made them not to be Slaves ; and if we examine the sub- 
ject even with the slightest degree of care, we shall be 
ibrced to acknowledge the truth of this proposition. How 
is it possible to regulate, by any code of law whatever, 
in a state of Slavery such as exists in our Colonies, the 
connexion which subsists between husband and wife— - 
l)etween father and son — between brother and sister ? 
How indeed, in any system of Slavery, is it possible, by 
law, to prevent all those best feelings and affections of 
our nature, which arise out of these relations, from being 
daily violated and weakened, if not ultimately destroyed ? 
How can the affections of the parent, for his children, 
and the desire to rear them up, from infancy to manhood 
and to womanhood, in virtue — in honour — honesty and 
truth, — how can such sentiments be cherished, so as to 
produce their proper fruit, when these children remain at 
the mercy of another, exposed to his violence and ca- 
price—exposed to ill usage without cause — exposed to all 
the -n^umberless violations of decency and of virtue which 
ever have been, and ever will be, the effects of a state 
of Slavery ? * Slavery has never existed in the world, or 
in any quarter of it, either before Christianity or since^ 
in which the vices of the Slaves, and the vices of the 
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Master in his conduct towards the Slaves, have not 
formed prominent and characteristic features of the his-, 
tory of the times which were polluted by its prevalence. 
I say the vices of the Masters — for let it not be sup« 
posed that all the vices and all the crimes incident to this 
unhappy state fall to the lot of the Slave alone. . The 
mind of the Master, cursed with the possession of despo- 
tic power, becomes debased and hardened. Those print 
ciples which would have flourished in a better soil, and iv^ 
a purer atmosphere, are perverted or eradicated by the 
very possession of such boundless power, and by the 
scenes of degradation to which he sees its hapless vic- 
tims daily subjected. I remember, Sir, an admirable 
passage in one of Lord Grenville's speeches on the abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade, which applies most forcibly 
to the present case. He was answering one of those ar- 
guments which had been so often adduced by the advo- 
cates of that traffic, namely, that the barbarities of the 
Slave Trade my&t have been greatly exaggerated, be- 
cause Englishmen, famed for their humanity, could no|; 
have been present, could not have perpetrated, nay, 
could not have endured them ; and after he had refuted 
that specious argument, by proving the facts to demon.- 
stration, he then added, '' I would not trust myself if 
similarly circumstanced — I know that the human mind 
is so framed, that it. becomes contaminated by the repe- 
tition of vice in its presence— -I know that if cruelty be 
repeated daily before my eyes, my feelings would be 
hardened and my sense of their barbarity weakened ! ' ' 
Thus it is ; and in the common experience of us all, wq 
know that that which we daily see produces less and less 
effect, until at last the mind becomes totally corrupted 
by the daily spectacle of that which, when seen for the first 
time, excites alarm and indignation, and from which we 
turn with the deepest abhorrence. Sir, with respect to 
the means by which these great objects are to be ob- 
tained, I conceive that the first point is to raise thf 
condition of the Slave himself, so as to prepare him for 
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freedom with as much expedition as possible. It is not 
a question of expen8e*-<-it is npt a question of commercial, 
benefit : the simple question is^ how we;Can most speedily^ 
make amends for our long persfeverance in. a course pf 
crime — how we can with the greatest facility relieve the. 
British name and character from the pollution and the 
odium of this detestable system. I think no sacrifice too 
great, I, think no measure too precipitate, which can prpi.. 
duce as speedily as possible the great end to.be attained.! 
I mean not to say (and let me not be understood as say- 
ing) that the immediate emancipation of the Negroes 
would be a blessing to them, or that it is possible under 
existing circumstances ; but I do mean to say that we should, 
never for one moment lose sight of these principles ; that 
we should never sufier ourselves to consider a state of 
Slavery as permanently to be endured, or to be endured 
longer than the well being of the Slave himself may ren- 
der necessary ; and that we should never omit any mean^ 
or any opportunity of accelerating its ultimate extinction. 
. Now, Sir, I hold in my hand a Resolution which tq 
read to the Meeting will be sufficient to answer for its 
fiivourable reception, 1 hold in my hand a vote of Thanks 
to one who, in the recent transactions at Demerara, sig- 
nalized himself by conduct above all thanks. Thus it is 
that, in the benignant dispensations of Providence, itseli 
dom happens that there is any great and violent outrage^ 
any signal violation of those principles which, as Britons 
and as Christians, we must uphold and admire ; which 
is not attended by some illustrious instance of virtue and 
courage, some eminent act of devotion to the sacred and 
paramount obligations of truth and justice. Sir, I 
hold in my hand a vote of Thanks to the Rev. Mr.. Au- 
stin, the Chaplain of the Colony of Demerara. And 
whether we look to the situs^tion he held, connected with 
the Government of that couijitry— connected with the Go- 
vernor who ordered the Court Martial — connected with 
all the Planters, .who conceived it was for their interest 
that a judicial murder should be committed ;--ror whether 
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we look to that UBfortunate separation trhich sometimef 
exists between ministers of different sects and persuasions 
itt religion ;-^we shdll find that all those motives whieh 
were calcolated to draw a man aside from bis strict duty, 
so iar from having discouraged him, appear rather to 
have confirmed him in the path of humanity and of virtue. 
He dared persecution when persecution was at its height 
^^he dared the anger of the Planter, although he saw that 
Ihere was no species of injustice which it scrupled to per- 
petrate — to defeat- that injustice he dared disgrace and 
di^fitvour with all those with whom he was associated, 
and set at nought all his prospects of advantage in that 
settlement ; and he took upon himself the task, from the 
commencement of the trial until the death of the sufierer, 
to be his comforter, aider and supporter, as fiir as it was 
in bis power to be so. A greater temptation to have 
swerved from duty, but a more faithful performance of 
duty, the annals of heroic virtue never exhibited. I feel 
a pride and a glory in knowing that he was a minister of 
Ihe Church of England. I feel pride and glory in think- 
ing that that fervent charity, which ought to pervade men 
0f every name in the Christian Religion, glowed in his 
heart, and guided his actions throughout all these pro- 
4^edings. God grant that his example may shine forth 
with an irresistible influence in other parts of those ill- 
fated regions where Slavery still prevails with all its 
abominations ; and that those who are now about to be 
sent forth to administer religious light and consolation to 
the poor Slaves, may endeavour to emulate that bright 
example which Mr. Austin has set, and become co-opera- 
tors with Christian ministers of every description in the 
great work of communicating to their dark minds a know- 
ledge of the Word of God ! Sir, if it should so happen 
that the tide of persecution should run so strong that 
Mr. Austin should be driven from the Colony which he 
iiov^ inhabits (lUid of which,- as I understand, he is actually 
a Planter — a prejudice which he has overcome) — ^if he 
should be driven from his home and reduced to the ne- 
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ceteity of seeking fihelter in tbis country, I trust that we 
shdll all be prepared to welcome. him with open hearts-^ 
that we shall maintain and sustain him in case of need-^ 
that we shall not allow him to suffer in that cause in which 
he has already endured much ; but that, by our conduct 
towards him, we shall hold out, to all others who may be 
similarly circumstanced in time to come, the assurance 
that the British Nation, not only by its applause and com- 
mendation, but by its hearty and sincere efforts to assist 
and remunerate, if heed be, those who make sacrifices to 
trdth, humanity and justice, will not leave them to ruin 
and distress. 

Sir, 1 will take my leave of these melancholy scenes. 
I regret to state that the failure of the Motion (proposed 
by Mr. Brougham in the House of Commons) has left, I 
think, too great an opening for the recurrence of scenes 
which never could have been acted in any country. under 
heaven, where the British dominion is established, save 
Jn countries where that dominion is found disgraced; .by 
the existence of Slavery. In no other part of the worl(^ 
where the British dominion has prevailed, do we know 
of an instance of complicated wrong and injustice, to be 
put in competition with it for an hour. W# have heard 
of acts^ of sudden atrocity — we have heard of acts of a car 
pricjous nature; but we never have before heard of a trial 
like this, lasting for nearly three months, and protracted 
with a deliberation and ingenuity of injustice beyond all 
parallel. We have never yet known one instance in 
British history, at all to be compared with it, of vengeance, 
after death had closed the scene. We have never beard, 
in the most distant Colonies where the power of the Bri- 
tish name is known, of any thing like preventing a widow 
from attending the funeral of her deceased husband-r-or 
giving orders to prostrate the sad memorial erected, in 
the fullness of honest affection and gratitude) by those who 
felt they owed to him who was gone, all that they |i>Qst 
valued in life. Nothing like this has ever di8griiced)tbe 
British name before, and I trust that a ^tniiiai*: outrage 
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'^11 nerer agaiii disgrace it. But, Sir, one reflection 
more, and I have dode. If there can have been such ini- 
quitous proceedings as thes^in the -case of an Englishman 
and a Freeman — ^if sdch practices, even as they respect 
him, can exist and go unpunished — what must be the des- 
tiny of the unfortunate Slaves who are subjected to the 
dominioli and eontroul of the same individuals ? What 
hope of mer<;y can they indulge, when they see no mercy 
, shown to one who came from the same place of birth— 
who is of the same privileged class — of the same colour 
—of the same religion — with whom many of them had 
lived in habits at leasts of acquaintance, if not of friend- 
•ship ? What hope can the Negroes^ have, I will not say 
of justice, but of any thing approaching to it, in a land 
where the unfortunate prevalence of Slavery has con- 
verted an Englishman into an example of injustice un- 
known to any other part of the British empire ? I was 
about to use still stronger expressions, but I desist. I 
am desirous not to use stronger terms than are neces- 
sary to express in appropriate language the indignation, 
the* horror which I feel, in common with the Country at 
large, of practices so abhorrent to our natures. 

Now, Sir, I will conclude with thanking the Meeting 
for the attention with which they have heard me; and I 
entreat every individual whom I now see, not to suffer 
the impression made upon him by this Meeting to be 
soon effaced, but to bear in mind that they have not been 
listening to an interesting fiction, but to a representa- 
tion of real scenes founded on damning facts ; but that 
at the very hour I am speaking, in other lands which^ 
though distant, are subject to our sway, that very bon- 
dage exists in all its plenitude of Ynisery, the practice of 
'which has called forth our horror and detestation. 
Let me entreat them not to allow the business or the 
pleasures of the day to lead them to forget what they 
liave heard — not to allow their feelings and sympathies 
to evaporate in unavailing regrets, or in the mere ex- 
pression of condolence ; but so to lay them up in their 
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Iiearts, that they may be animated to ceaseless efforts, 
until they shall have succeeded (as eventually I trust 
they will) in the complete annihilation of the whole 
monstrous system. Let them urge dne another to those 
exertions which may be best calculated to facilitate the 
end so ardently desired. Xjet them tieach even their little 
children to lisp that abhorrence of Slavery, in this and 
in every quarter of the globe, which so Well becomes the 
mouths of Englishmen. Let us not, then, I earnestly 
entreat, permit these feelings to be extinguished when 
this day has passed ; but' let us employ every possible 
expedient warmly to fostef them, until they shall have 
enabled us to bring to maturity tho^e plans which our 
judgements, our hearts and our consciences equally ap- 
prove of. Let us urge the cause forward by argument. 
Let us not forget it, but keep it continually in view. 
Where we find persons' ignorant of these scenes of di- 
stress, let us give them knowledge. When we find 
persons under mistaken impressions as to the possibility 
bf remedying the evil, let us impart to them juster views. 
When we find persons insensible to the claims bf huma- 
iiity, let us place before them the certainty of the exist- 
ence of those scenes of which we have had only one spe- 
cimen in Demerara ; and let us urge them to discharge 
their duty as men and as' Christians. Sir, I cannot be- 
lieve that all this will fail. I cannot believe that an all- 
wise and benevolent Providence has intended that all 
that accumulation of misery and 6( vice, of which Sla- 
very is the parent, should continue to be coexistent with 
the greatness and glory of the English nation. No : it is 
H disgrace, whatever may be the cost, which we are bound 
to wipe away. And most firmly do I believe, that by 
earnest, active, and sedulous exertion— by boldness tern* 
pered with circumspection— by energy and perseverance, 
we shall at length accomplish the great object of our de- 
sire, and eradicate for ever this accursed bane from every 
spot' within the British empire. (Loud cheers.) 
The Resolution, Sir, I have to move is, 
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^^ That this Meeting are desirous of expressing their 
unfeigned esteem and admiration of the Rev. W. S. 
AuetiU) Chaplain of the Colony of Deiiierara, whose 
conduct in the case of the Missionary, Mr. Smith, 
has exhibited a signal display of active benevolence, 
of inflexible adherence to the cause of truths and 
justice, andof unshaken intrepidity in the defence of 

^ innocence, calumniated by prejudice and oppressed 
by power/' 

Mr. WiiVMAMSMitH. — Sir^ at this period of the aftef'* 
noon, if m^ich had been left <^to be said on this last subject 
which has been so ably ^treated by .my honourable and 
learned friend, I should, I confess, have felt myself ex* 
tremely embarrassed how to proceed. But when I consider 
how fully the ears of this assembly have been saturated 
with eloquence, and, how much at ^he same. time their 
judgements have been enlightened by every argument that 
could have been brought to bear on the subject, I feel 
th^t my tasl( is indeed easy, and that I need ofier to the 
assembly little more than the expression of the pleasure 
with which I second the Motion of my honourable and 
learned-friend. There are only one or two incidental 
points on which I would wish to detain this Meeting (6r 
a moment. I cannot however but observe how little 
chance )of a feir trial Mr. Smith could have had in Deme- 
rara, when the character given of his tribunal was^ Ihal^ 
even allowing its obvious faults, ^< It was better than that 
of the Planters." That such a character of it should have 
been given by the King's Gr6vemor of the Colony, and 
he himself too a Planter, one would have thought alniodi 
impossible. But when we consider the subsequent pro^ 
ceedings with respect to Mr. Austin, not merely in them^ 
selves, but as exhibiting the state of mind and temper 
prevailing in the Colony, what an overwhelming dc^gree 
of prejudice must Mr. Smith have laboured under, and 
how difficult mu^t it hlive. been to have brought fbrward 
any witnesses jri his defence ! When we see' what spectea 
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oftr^fttttiMltlmt mlln niet With irKe^r^ hmesfy w'af espiib^ 
0f bi^vhi|i^ any danger iah sappbit' Md ihdeiiHic^ of f nno-^ 
ceiicc^ and of tn^ath, it becomes evident that under alnfosl 
any Constitiifion' of the Coort, 19 that place and uhdei^ 
those Cffrcttmsta Aces, the isDiie of the trial mighty wHhout 
any great chance of error/ have beeil^ predicted; " 
•■ I must alsoj Str, make ond faMier observation:-^ VTi^ 
havebeeii a^Hstomedto think that it is by instruction that 
the Slaves are best to be fitted for the reception of free-' 
dom,and esp^aHy by instruction in tMe doctrines and 
morals of ChrtslSMit^. I ktA fufly {JersUbded of the 
truth' of this' opinion; but I must, fdr flbese unhappy^ 
beings, ky in'ii claim dn another grouAd. As some cofh^' 
pcmaliodfiMT i^li¥i<»(5oi)liiiiitted,ivebWe them'the attempt^ 
to confer every-bebellt in bur fkmer ; but still, should- we 
fttl fbbritig oiie'siilglefSlttve to the profession ofthe truths* 
of Christianity, or to the enjoyment of its pr6ttM^e^,-^ttot* 
one i€»ta the less d^ we owe froedbm to every l^ave wo 
possess. His right to himself does not depend on his 
oonvei^ion | iidr alfhoUgh He should cdirtiiiae a Heathen 
to the day of bis death, would the injustice of our de* 
taining himlfl Slavery be at nU dimiuished. Butif Chrii^ 
tSanity be'^fhe bl^st'(as I believe it to be^) and perhaps; 
the only adequate mode of TOscuing thiemfirom their pre- 
sent dl$gradatioifj itftd what a dileimna hash the Colony of 
Demerara'throwh^ itself on this point 1* They have ex. 
peNed all tW Missionaries in the person of Mr. S^ith, ' 
and tbo #h6le Chiirch 6f England (as 1 should ima- 
gine) in Ihe^^rBOh of Mr. Austin. For where, Sir, is^ 
the Ministi^r of dii^ Cbtirch who would incur the hazard ^ 
of going to pl^aeb On^istianity in a Colony^ where, if 'he' 
follows th(^ ndble example of his predecessor, and daires 
to tibtru^ his tiefstimony, though even to prevent the shed^ 
ding" of infnfbceiit Mood, on a Cburt of Justice which is 
ifnprepared from prejudice, and indisposed from inclina^;^ 
tibn^to receive it, Jie shall be immediately expelled that 
Cploriy, with unmerited disgrace, with universal insult, 
sumI almost by actual violence. 
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Sir, in such a ease as this, it is difficult to idtviiie wheite 
they will obtain instructors,'— where they are ^to Seek for 
Ministers ; and I am afraid that the SltLve^y if not the 
Masters, must remain Heathens still. And if this is tobe- 
ibe case, an appeal may b^ made to the British Parliament, 
to know whether, if a Colony acts in this manner, and de-; 
prives itself of the means of all rational and moral im- 
provement, — ^if it deprives itself voluntarily of these ad-' 
vantages— it is to be suffered to go on thus? Is it to be 
permitted them, to make a continual progress in aline 
the very opposite to every truth which Cturistianity 
teaches ? That appeal, Sir, if necessary, will, I hope, 
ere long be preferred, and not in vain ; but even if that 
should fail, there would still remain to us a confidence in 
the merciful interfi^rence of that Power whose justice no 
oppressor can elude, and whose arm is not shortened that 
iicannot save. 

, The Motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

. Mr. WiLBEaFORCE. — Sir, before I proceed to the 
Silotion which has been committed to me, may I be per- 
iQitted to fulfill a promise which I made to an absent friend, 
concerning whom it must be needless to assure the Meet- * 
ing, that unavoidable hindrances have alone detained him. 
from us, when I state the name of Buxton? He requested 
me to declare, if he should be unable to be present this 
day, that insuperable obstacles alone prevented his at- 
tendance. I should begin. Sir, by offering an apology for 
trespassing at all upon the time of the Meeting at this 
late period of the day, were it not that the Motion with, 
which I shall conclude will abundantly plead my excuse 
were I to detain you much longer than I mean to do. 
Let me begin by expressing the delight with which I have : 
witnessed the proceedings of this day, in which our great 
cause has proved^ by the composition of the Meeting that I, 
see around me, to have obtained a degree of personal and. 
moral strength which must ensure its final and decisive tri-. 

umph* It was wisely resolved, Sir, not to trust to individual. 
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seal and individual effort for accomplishing the purpose W6 
have in view. Engaging ina struggle which might be of no 
short continuance, and which called for prudence no less 
than for seeal, it was certainly wise to constitute the friends 
of our cause into a Society. - It cannot be necessary for me 
to particularize all the advantages we shall derive from 
this arrangement. Individuals sometimes faint and 
grow weary with unexpected difficulties which obstruct 
their course, and retard the attainment of their wishes : 
but in a Society, while the warmth of all is maintained 
and quickened by mutual sympathy, the zeal of some is 
sobered by the prudence of others, the field of operation 
is enlarged, and an uniformity of counsel atid of purpose 
is preserved and continued, if it be necessary, even through 
successive generations of individuals. In the instance of 
so great a cause as ours, it is by a Society that its interests 
can be best promoted, and its success the most confident* 
ly ensured. And how can we doubt the success, when 
we recollect the object we have in view, and the coun* 
try to which we belong ; when we call to mind, that Pro- 
vidence has graciously placed us in a land in which to go 
about formally to prOve, by arguments, that Slavery is an 
insupportable evil, is almost like endeavouring to prove 
aseli^vident proposition, which by our labour only be- 
comes more obscure. Every man is endowed with various 
fiicttlties, for the use of which be is responsible to his 
Creator. He has no right to transfer that responribility 
to another ; and for another to take it away from him, 
except for some crime that justifies such a punishment, 
is a downright infringement on the rights of God, as well 
as an usurpation of the rights of man. Truly indeed 
was it a^Brmed by my honourable and learned friend 
near me. Whose natural love of liberty has been increased 
from his acquaintance with British laws, that Slavety in 
any condition and any form is insufferable, because it is 
in foct to give to man that which the corrupt 'nature' of 
man ought not to possess, — absolute and uncontrolled 
power over a fellow creature. But if this be true with 
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Slavery in gieneraji^ tih^ Slaver j of t&e W^t Indlftf. Im 
all Uiose circi^mpiM^nceB by irliieb Slavery itself jci^q \^ rm^ 
den^d ippre ^riev4m% aad indeed ujtteriy ij&tplers^te ;» 
^nd in which there areA^ne of those correctives tp bc^ 
fbiind) which> undeir other ciremnstayices, might havfi 
been afforded* The scenp of West Indian Slai^pry j§ 
^t an iopimeivse distaoice fro«i us, wl^ere, )Ua^ t t^ie crie^ of 
the wretched sufferers ean never reach our ears, nor theic 
galled bi^es e^^ibit the marks of repeated pifni^h-; 
ment to our offended eyies. Their very eolQUf) t^eif- 
features, and vairious. other peculiarities of a .physical 
li^tu^e, tend but too po^erfuUy to extinguish sympathyx 
r— that fellow feeling which is perhaps the foundation of 
idl humanity* They who remember the commei^^ment, 
yf ojjir long contest, ibr the abolition of the Slav^e Trade^ 
will recollect that it was maiptaioed, not merely by ik^ 
bigoted zealots of the partyr bift by a grave hiftorif^Q, 
that the Negroes were not ep titled to ther^nk of hiimaA 
beijugp ; and a thee^ wa3 attempted to be formed in exr 
planation of the assertion. But^ blessed be Gqd^ha^ 
flimsy cobweb wa^ spon l>rushed away., It ivas iqppn-, 
siatept with tl^e plainest language of the iWpird^ Pi9i4^ 
no le^s than d^sti?uf:tiY^ pf tife jf^st clakpq of iqs^n : fip4. 
it was force^ to hid^ its b(^ad in shapie, pr only tpt ofl^nex 
ipembefred 9»qrke of th0 ^sparUQceft ^nd &lset|ood4|;Aft. 
which self-ipterept sopelf mes drives m^ to seeH^ arefng^x 
but whi^b lepi^fl them in th^ ^d to C9pfusioafind.^uai9(^. 
But if is un^cessaiy for v\e to entf^ ipto thp parf i^i^r 
t^rs of We^ ipdi^n Slavery, and tpjahofv w>y tbfijt 
Render it les^ tolerable ilf fjp apy. other form of va»sftl- 
^e ; because the very individuals themselves iirho de-i 
fend[^4 1^ ViOW concede to us tljat which will epmp^ 
every British mind to aecouat the i^ystem itself inde^i^- 
^ible. For, S^r^ X had almost i^aid |hat th^ vfry 4^<pncfi 
of that system, which is set up by. our ^ppfi^eq^, i§ al- 
mpst more insulting i^d proyokiiig. ]t|ian qiany of the 
evils themselves wj^ich have callpd f^J(^ ^^Jf p^ty. T|igj 
conceive that they make out their case, if t^c^ cai^.f^r. 



tabltsh it as a fact that the Slaves, in general, have a 
sufficiency of food and clothing, and when they are nY>t 
subjected to a greater degree of labour than their bodily 
constitution enables them to bear— in short, wh^n th6 
Slave h&s the ordinary sufficiency 6f comfort for one of 
an inferiiir spcfcies, for a mere brute animal. Our op- 
ponents forget that the Negrd isj like ourselves, a being 
formed for imrabHalit'y; that the Almighty has given 
him mental faculties' like our own ; thkt he has given him 
buman dispositions and feelings ; and consequently they 
tdtget the SSave's right to all those personal ahd social 
blessinjgs by which the Almighty hus itifiised^ as it Were 
even into the eup of sorrow, some merciful drops t6 
cheer the life of man, no less than he has held out to him 
the blessed promises and hopes of a ftiture state* They 
forget the Slave's right to Christian marriage ; a condi. 
tion originally instituted by the Almighty at the creation 
ioi the worlds in coRltiiailig the sp^ies, to provide for its 
moral instruction, and for die' instilling of dbihestic 
feelings and social principles thirough successive gene^ 
rations* Their claim to education aifd t6 religious ihi- 
strucftion is forgotten. All th^s^ rights have been de- 
nied ; and ii has bfeeh held by thos^ Whb'dfefettd the sy- 
etem, that the £%ive, Hke his fellow brute, should be 
contented tf he* has a requisite allowance of food' and 
clothing. ^ They have enough' to suti^fy Uteit hungei* 
and their thirsty and are seeuiied from tfaeihd&mMcies of 
the weather, and have due medical carb ; and' siirely they 
ought tb be contented.^* N6, Sir, we at least' were not 
edntented. Early in ihd contest we obtained for them 
the recognitioii of their claim to the character of human 
beings ; andnbwwe are wishing and (Confidently hoping 
tor obtain fiDr thenr^ at no distant period' of time I trust, 
the universal acknoirledgetnent of their civil rights. Let 
us but persevere witB solnriety and prudence, and wd 
caoofot but suteeed iii'the pm^suitin which we are en- 
gaged;. We have haA much to' encounter,' we may have 
aimcb to e^c<m^tel' still 3 but in- the end we must succeefd; 
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To those who are accustomed to look around them 
and ol>8erve the course of human afiairs, it must, I think, 
appear, that when Providence means to bless mankind 
with any great improvemeiit, circumstances take place, 
and agents come forward, adapted to the accomplish- 
jnent of the intended purpose. They may be considered 
as the signs of the times which indicate the change that 
is about to take place. And so. Sir, at the present mo- 
ment, there are various circumstances that tend to cheer 
our hearts, and to encourage us under all the opposition 
we are experiencing, and all the power and influence 
by which we are opposed. Many of these signs I might 
specify ; but there is one which on this day especially 
I cannot but be led to recognise, and which is peculiarly 
delightful to my mind— I mean that extraordinary dis- 
play of youthful talent, the exertion of which is still 
warming the hearts of all who are present, and who 
have witnessed that rare combination of youthful ardour 
and eloquence, associated, with mature sense and rich 
stores of knowledge, which we have this day heard. May 
not we receive this as a good omen^— -as an indication 
that Providence means to bless our cause, when item- 
ploys such agents as these to carry it forward ? This ex- 
hibition could not but be peculiarly delightful to me^ and 
excite a more than ordinary warmth in my bosom, from 
the personal interest which, from feelings of friendship, 
I cannot but take in all that concerns the youth whom 
we have heard with such surprise and admiration. May 
I9 Sir, be permitted to confess, that while I listened to 
that display of superior talent, I could not help think- 
ing that my dear friend, the parent of that youth, was 
more than repaid for all the labours and all the suffer- 
ings which his superior services for our great cause have 
drawn upon him ; I could .not but think, that he would 
willingly experience all the base falsehoods, all the vile 
ci^lumnies, all the detestable artifices which have been 
urged against him, to render him, like another Mr. Smithy 
(he martyr and victim of our cause, — aye, and ten tJme& 
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more, — ^for the gratification he has this day enjoyed, in 
'hearing one so dear to him plead such a cause in such a 
manner. Surely Heaven favours our cause when it pro- 
vides such advocates for it. It is a striking dispensation 
of Providence that iny dear friend should, in the person 
of his own son, have such a successor. I am reminded, 
Sir, that in ancient history a great monarch, Philip of 
Macedon, was stabbed when he was advancing in his 
y course of victories ;-^and my friend's enemies are stab- 

bing his reputation, as, if he ' were in the West Indies, 
they would probably deal with himself, or at least do as 
bad, cause him to be tried by a Court-Martial ; — but as we 
may remember that Philip was succeeded by an Alex, 
ander, so, if my friend were removed, we see that he 
would have a successor to obtain a still greater and more 
glorious triumph. — ^But I am detaining the Meeting too 
long — ^let me proceed to my proper business. The 
Motion I have to make is. That we tender to Your Royal 
j^ Highness our cordial acknowledgements for the zealous 

and undeviating support which you have uniformly given 
to the principles on which the Society is founded, and for 
the gratifying kindness with which you have honoured us 
in taking the Chair oii this occasion. This is one of the 
many similar instances which manifest Your Royal High- 
nesses attachment to those principles of true liberty, 
which are the honour of the family to which you belong, 
as well as the glory of the British Constitution. It is a 
singular bIe^sing, Sir, to a community, when those who 
are placed by Providence in so elevated and conspicuous 
a situation as that wfaich you occupy, recognise the true 
use to be made of their rank, and the duties which pro- 
perly devolve on them ; and when they prove themselves 
sensible that they are raised to their high eminence, not 
so much for their own gratification, as for the purpose of 
being more extensively useful to their fellow creatures ; 
that they are placed as it were on a pedestal, not merely 
that they may be objects to all around them to be gazed 
at with stupid admiration, but to be looked up to with 
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, AwkfulDf S8 a^ the beBefftctors of mankiiid ;T-^iid when 
they siliow, like Your Boyal Higboewy that, raised to a 
hjgher.level, they are not rendered giddy by the elevation, 
nor are they at such a height aa not to see the scene be- 
low them with distinctness, but that the effect is, to open 
^, wider ,field to their view^ and supply them with a 
. w^dex range, pf objects on which tai^xert their benoTO- 
lence* -Yqo, Sif,^ npt satisfipd wkh benefiting your 
fellgw-creatures athgme^ b9.ye.lpoked.acro88 the Atlan- 
tic, and hfLTQ. seefL thopie.popr despised and degraded 
.Slftyes,. not tp j>e despised and i^lected by you, but, on 
;the contrary, to be r^sed by you ^m the depression to 
yfhUh they had been degraded ; to: be xaised to the pri- 
vileges of men, and to the hlessingd pf Christianity. Be 
Ihisp^ 8ir# .yQur.glery—^ greater and a brighter I cannot 
.^ishyou to eiyoy. And I wfU.qnlyadd, that I trust, 
.Sir, you. may. liVe^ when they who. are at my time of 
life, will probably l>e ^one ftm^ this earthly scene^ to wit- 
JOCfB the complete triumphs which you niay hereafter be- 
jhpid ; and when they who, if I may use the expression, 
Jmve this day W9n their spurs, will achievo their, deci- 
sive victory in the fieldpf true glory. My dear friend who 
jiast addressed, you is^ . like myself a veteran in this 
seryi^^e*. We have been engaged inmany a long and ar- 
duous poniest, 9nd we also hav^ fiad te contend with ca* 
iuipoy und fiilsfrbpod ; but Wf; are more than repaid, by 
|,h^ success that has already attended our efforts^ and by 
the anti^piitipQB which we may derive from what we 
Jkay^ witnessed on this very day^ when, if our sun. be 
^Hingt: we ^ee.that other tuqiinaries are arising to sbiue 
with % greater lustre and more efficient strath* Let 
me. now read the M^otioi^ which I haye to propose. I move 
^^ That the most c^prdial acknowledgements of this 
Meeting ^ respectfiplly presented to tJie President 
of thjs gn^f^ty^ His ^Ipyal Highness the Puke of 
. GlQi]c,ester> lor. the .^alous and undeviating sup^ 
. porth^ b^s .unjt^jrmly given to tt^ose principles on 
which th^ Sioc^i^ty i^ founded, for the gratifying 
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pifHUpiitilde wHIl whidi lie bag affurde^'te itoolH 
jeets the honour and benefit of his dislingoished ^^ 
tronage } for his kindness in accepting the Chair 
this day i and for his able conduct therein/' 

Mn William All^. — I shall trespass on the pa- 
tience of this highly respectable Meeting al the dose 
6f thisiriumphaht day (fojr so I callit) but for a very 
few minutes. I merely rke because it Is custondary to 
decbnd a Motion that has been made ; not that it is ne- 
cessary to say iniicli upon it* Indeed, there is nothing 
left for me to say, bbt simply to second ft There is, how- 
ever, one obsdrtation which I wilt make, and whi^h I 
wish to press on this highly respectable auditory; before 
we separate ; and it is this, — that all Ihe good we have 
heard-of this day, and all th4t is contemplated, will de- 
pend on the exertions which shall b6 made> througfa6ut 
the kingdom, by such respectable persons as'thoso whom 
I have now the pleasure of addressing* It hiis b^en 
stated that Governinenf itself is disposed to pttt an etid 
to all this misery and to all this horror. I verily believe, 
at the same time, that Government id surroilhded with 
(difficulties in prosecuting its benevolent purpose ; and 
it is for you to remove 8Om0 of thoise difficulties, by 
every one exerting himself at his post to diffuse light and 
information on the subject within the utmost range of his 
influence ; and then, when the Colonies come to Mini- 
sters for support' to the system of Slavery, dley wilTturn 
to them and say,, ^'It'is impossible to bolster Up your 
system any lon^r ;* for the people of Eilgliafid wlU^not 
endujre it.'* 

' I who have been an eye witness, foir many ^ears,,of the 
exertions OftheRoyaland distinguished Chairman in the 
cause of humanity ;. who have seen him always comfort- 
ing us. with his presence — always encouraging us — al- 
ways aiding us wttUhis fiounselandhis influence on this 
great sutgect ;— ^I have peculiar satisihction in seconding 
the Motion of Thanks to him. IknOw it will tie unani- 



tioD| from B^ having had nnHral tQltare^ are unfit Semt 
liberty, and tbat it mvst talie time to prepare them for 
it| is, I tt^iokythe strongest mrgumeiit for proTenting the 
next generatioQ from being bom Slaves.-^It is a very 
extraordinary fitct (and it shows that the Negroes are 
very far from being what they are represented to be) — 
it is a very extraordinary fiaiet that a Negro will sooner see 
his children c^mancipi^ted than receive emapcipatioa him- 
self ; and so far from the giving, freedom io the ehildren 
of Slaves being a cause to excite iasurrectif^n,. there are 
instances innumerable of Slaves having preferred to give 
liberty to their children to taking it themselves* I men* 
tioB this to prove that the Negrpe^iire not what they 
Ittive been unjustly represented) and a^sp to prove thai 
there can b^ no danger in emancipating the child before 
the parent; for it U onjO of the arguments adduced 
against U9y that it would be dangeiro^ to emancipate 
the child wlulst the parent continues i» slavery. When 
I mcBlioa: tlus a& a strong, proof that no danger would 
ensue by emancipotUig the child hetowe the piirent^ do 
moiletttie be misunderstood^ do not fet roe be supposed 
to concede that the present gjeneratioa are to be left in 
alav^ry-*-God ftNrbid! I trust tbe time will come when 
Parliament will (for it can only be dene by Parliaraent> 
take sueh wise,^ such prudent, aad religious laeasurea 
as wiU^ secure to our felloW'Subj^ets (for fellow-subjects 
they ali^are) the. eii|oyment of liberty, as well a» our- 
selves* If ure do' not persevei^ in this object and these 
principles^ we are not- persevering in those {Mrinciples 
which aredie prindpUit thiMt have always actuated the 
British nation* Wlnilris <liur ciattse i It is the very same 
cause that gave liberty to thia countryv' Every: feeling 
that instigatedfugli^hmen to fight for their liberty,,and 
ta fopoi ibeCenstitHtifia under which we eigoy the bless- 
ia^and the happiness wepobses^r-ievery feeling of that 
descri|)tio|i eausts in^thisi g^neat cause. One of the most 
painfull tbinga thatihsw OccMrred to me fiw a long tirae». 
is. to have beard U'Stati9d that it is> iiepossible to teach 
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and to encourag^e relijg;io^ for fear you should create a 
rebellioil. Can there be any thiiig so monstrous and so 
horrible as to say, that for the sake of maintaining any 
one system of government^ you are not to inculcate into 
the minds of human beitig^the doctrines of our holy re-' 
ligion ; that you are to refuse to give them that glorious 
light which would make them at once good citizens and' 
good Christians here belo#, and by which alone they 
can hop^ for salvation (iprfs^ft^er? Can any thing be so' 
outrageous J Can any personheatthese doctrines without 
shuddering and without determining to make every ex- 
ertion to do away such a systeml i 

Ladies and Gisnflemen, I am afriii4 I hi^ve taken up 
too much of your'time, I have only tp add — ^that I trust 
you will all persevere in this great, this just cause, in 
which we must act firith temper, but at the same lime 
with zeal and firmness. 

* • ' 

Almost every sentence of this speech wa3 received: 
with the most unbounded applause, and at the o^nclii^ 
sion of .it? the Meeting was afypurned* ^ • : 
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NOTE to pagft 85. 

• . ... 

MAJORITY AND MINORITT 

On Mr. Broiigbam*s Motion *' That an bumble Addresa.be presented td 
hit Majesty, representine; that this Honse, having taken into their most- se-^ 
rioos consideration the Papers laid before them relating to the Trial and 
(!7ondemnation of the Rev. John Smith, a Missionary in the Colony of De- 
merara, deem it their duty now to declarer that they contemplate with seri- 
ous alarm, and deep sorrow, the violation, of Law and Justice which is 
manifest in those unexampled proceedings, and most earnestly pray that 
His Majesty will be gi^ciously pleased to adopt such measures, as t6 hit 
Royal wisdom may seem meet, for securing such a just and humane admi* 
nistration of Law, in that Colony, as may protect the voluntary Instructors 
of the Negroes, as well as the Negroes theniselvety and the rest of his Ma* 
jesty's subjects, from oppression. 
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At a general Meeting of the Society, held at the 

^ Freemasons' Halt, on Saturday the 30/A of ^ 

April, 1825; i 

PRESENT t 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER. 

THE PATRON AND PRESIDENT, 

In the Chair; 

Earls Grosvenor, Nugent, and Euston ; Viscount Milton ; Lord 
Galthorpe ; Hon. F. Calthorpe, M. P. ; Hon. A. Calthorpe, 
M. P. ; Hon. Captain Dundas ; Hon. J. Shore ; Hon. B. Noel ; 
Sir T. Baring, Bart. M. P. ; Sir J. Sebright, Bart. M. P. ; Sir 
Thomas Esmonde; H. Brougham, Esq. M. P.; T. F. Buxton, 
Esq. M. P. ; John Bennet, Esq. M. P. ; James Cropper, Esq. ; 
P. Corbett, Esq. M. P. ; T. Denman, Esq. M . P. ; W. Evans, 
Esq. M. P. ; John Gumey, Esq. ; S. Lushington, Esq. LL.D., 
M. P. ; H. Maxwell, Esq. M. P. ; Richard Martin, Esq. 
M. P. ; D. O'Connell, Esq. ; Pryse Pryse, Esq. M. P. ; Spencer 
Percival, Esq. ; T. S. Rice, Esq. M. P.; W. Smith, Esq. M. P. ; 
James Stephen, Esq. ; D. Sykes, Esq. M. P. ; W. W. Whitmore, 
Esq. M. P. ; W. W. C. Wilson, Esq. M. P.; W. Wilberforce, 
Jun. Esq. ; &c, ; with a most numerous attendance of the Sub- 
scribers and Friends of the Society. , 

The REPORT of the Committee having been read, it toas fnoved 
by Lord Cedthorpe, and seconded by Viscount Milton, and 
unanimously 

Resohedi 

That the Report, which has now been read^ be received, 
and that it be printed and circulated under the revision of the 
. Committee ; and that the best thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Committee for their past services, and that they be re- 
quested to continue the same. 
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// tvas moved by WiUiam Smithy Esq, M. P. ; and seconded by 
T. Foxoell Buxton, Esq. M. P. ; and unanimously 

Resohedy 

That this Society are anxious to express their deep sense 
of the misfortune they have sustained in the retirement from 
public life of their late revered leader, Mr, Wilberforce, 
and are earnest to discharge, in the most solemn and public 
manner, the imperative duty of offering the respectful tribute of 
their warmest and most grateful acknowledgments to that dis • 
tinguished advocate of the just claims of humanity,' for the in- 
valuable services he has rendered to the oppressed natives of 
an entire quarter of the globe ; — That in estimating his merit, and 
their own obligations, the Society feel it incumbent on them to 
recollect and to commemorate, that, although eminently en- 
dowed with the talents requisite to ensure his own individual 
advancement, and in circumstances highly favourable to its 
attainment, yet with a self-devotion of the .most rare and un- 
rivalled description, he deliberately sacrificed the most brilliant 
prospects of political distinction at the shrine of justice and hu- 
manity; and that, to the opportunityof mixing on equal terms among 
the statesmen of Europe, he preferred the steady pursuit of ex- 
tended usefulness, in a path which led, not to the acquisition of 
wealth or power, but to the alleviation of human misery, and the 
unwearied promotion of the highest interests of man ; — That while 
the Society recognize with affectionate gratitude the motiyes, 
equally pure and generous, which led to so noble a choice, they 
must also express their admiration of the ardent zeal, the un- 
deviating steadiness, the undaunted courage, and the inflexible 
perseverance with which he maintained a severe, protracted, and 
often discouraging contest, at the conclusion of which he at- 
tained the never-fading glory of freeing his native land from 
her foulest stain — " the traffic in man," — and of commencing 
th^ warfare against colonial bondage, having thus conferred on 
Britain an inestimable benefit, and established for himself an 
irresistible claim to the perpetual esteem and gratitude, not only 
of his country, but of the whole human kind. 
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/* toas moved by Henri/ Brougham, Esq. M. P. ; and seconded by 
Thomas Denman, Esq, M. P. ; and unanimously 

Resolved^ 

That this Meeting feel themselves called upon to express 
their deep regret and disappointment, that so little progress 
should hitherto have been made, in carrying into effect the be- 
nevolent intentions of his Majesty *s Government, the unanimous 
resolutions of Parliament, and the wishes and prayers of the 
Nation at large, for the mitigation and eventual extinction of 
Colonial Slavery ; — That the threats of determined resistance, on 
the part of the Colonists, to the proposed measures of reform, 
appear to destroy all rational hope of relieving their bondsmen 
from the evils which press upon them, except by the direct in- 
terference of the supreme Legislature ; — That Parliament, 
therefore, they trust, may be induced, without further delay, 
to enact and enforce such measures as are requisite for effect- 
ually meliorating the condition of the Slave-population through- 
out the British Dominions, and for raising << them to a parti- 
cipation in those civil rights and privileges which are enjoyed 
by other classes of his Majesty's subjects." 

It mas moved by W. W. Whitmore, Esq. M. P. ; and seconded by 
D. Sykesy Esq.-M. P.; and unanimously 

Resolved, 

That, deeply convinced of the moral guilt as well as of 
the political inexpediency of Colonial Slavery, this Meeting 
further laments the continuance of those commercial regula- 
tions, which, by imposing a much higher duty on Sugar* the 
produce of free labour, than on Sugar grown by Slaved, force 
the latter into consumption, in this country, almost to the ex- 
clusion of the former : — That in thus giving a large bonus to the 
holders of Slaves in their competition with free labour, this 
country is pursuing a course, which, while it is at variance with 
all just maxims of commercial policy, powerfully and fatally 
tends to aggravate the miseries of the Slave, and to perpetuate 
the evils of colonial bondage; — and that, therefore, they earnestly 
recommend to all the friends of their cause, to employ their best 
exertions to put an end to a state of things which makes the 
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people of this country the real and efficient, though r^luctant^ 
upholders of that system' of Slavery which they unequivocalljr 
reprobate as immoral and unjust, as inconsistent with the 
principles of British law, and highly injurious to the national 
interests. 

I It was moved by Stephen Luskington, Esq, LL.D.y M. P. ; 

and seconded by D. O' Connelly Esq, ; and unanimously 

Resolved, 

That it be most earnestly recommended to the friends of 
this Society, in all parts of the United Kingdom, to employ 
their strenuous efforts in forming Anti-slavery Associations, for 
the purpose of diffusing information respecting the state of sla- 
very ; of exciting and keeping alive a feeling of strong interest 
in the unhappy lot of our colonial bondsmen, and of producing 
a suitable impression among all classes, and especially among 
the young, of the paramount obligations attaching to us as men, 
as Britons, and as Christians, to leave no means unattempted 
for alleviating their condition, and for. raising them from their, 
preseit state of mental darimess and brutish subjection, to light, 
liberty, and the hope of the Gospel. 

B rvas moved by Sir John Sebright, Bart. M. P. ; and seconded 
by Henry Maxtvdl, Esq. M. P. ; and unanimously 

Resolved, 

That the most cordial acknowledgments of this Meeting 
be respectfully presented to the Patron and President of this 
Society, his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, for his 
zealous and undeviating support of the Society's objects; for 
the honour and benefit of his distinguished patronage ; and for 
the ability and condescension with which he has filled the chair 
OR the present occasion. 
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•dINCE the last Meeting of the Society, the Comtnitte^^ 
are concerDed to state, that little or nothing has occurred 
which affords any satisfactory indication of progress in 
the great work for which the Society has been instituted ; 
the Mitigation and gradual Abolition of Slavery in the 
British Dominions. In the colony of Trinidad, indeed^ 
an Order of his Majesty in Council^ containing many 
salutary regulations, though greatly defective in soBie 
iuiportant respects, ha» b^en promulgated. Against the 
imposition of this Order< the White planters of the island 
have universally and strenuously remonstrated ; alleging 
that it was pregnant with inevitable ruin to all their 
interests. '* We have read," they say, " with grief and 
dismay, the Order in Council declared to be intended 
for the improvement of the condition of the Slaves in the 
Colonies;" and they gave it as their solemn conviction^ 
that ** the execution of its whole provisions, will inevitably 
prove ruinous to the property of the Master, injurious and 
demoralizing to the Slave, peculiarly hazardous to thei 
lives of the free Coloured inhabitants, and totally subversiye 
of our gracious Sovereign's benign intentions." And. *' in 
erder to avert that catastrophe which must otherwise 
involve every class in this colony in one common rdb," 
they earnestly implored the Governor to stay the pHy* 
ftiulgation and execution of tthe Or4er. The 6overnor^» 
instructions, however, were peremptory; and in June 
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1824, the order was duly promulgated, and became the 
law of the island. — A committee of planters, however, 
was appointed to frame a Memorial to the King in 
Council, And it appears by the IVinidad Gazette of 
August, 1824, that a paper of " remarks" was prepared, 
at the same time, for the purpose of being forwarded to 
certain persons in London, " supposed from their situation 
and influence to have the means of confidential commu- 
nication with his Majesty's Ministers ; and though these 
remarks are not presented as an oflScial report from the 
committee, yet they are understood to speak the senti- 
ments of its leading members." The Order in Council; 
they assert, *' has made an entire revolution in the 
system under which Slaves were heretofore managed afid 
governed." Changes, they say, ^* are always to be depre^ 
eated, especially in a Slave Colony, where the whole of 
the labouring population are deprived of their natural 
rights ; and nothing but the force of habit, and a brutish 
tDdistinqt idea of the superiority and fixed power of their 
foasters, keep them in. awe and subjection.'^ One great 
•oorce of discomfort to the Slaiot is stated to be the 
cbatige produced by the Order in Council in the old nMde 
of punishment, "so well established, recognized, and 
understood by the Slave;" (alluding of course to the 
abolition of flogging as it respects tbe women, and of the 
driving whip as it respects both sexes). " By thdse,*^ 
they remark, " who h^ve most considered the subject in this 
colony, the Use of the whip is believed to be identified 
with the existence of Slavery," The attempt, on the part 
of the Colonial Govei-nment, to stibdtitute new and dtf^ 
ferent modes of coercion for that of the cart#hip, they 
regard as an admission that Slaves canndt be expected to 
wolrk without fear of punishment ; — '' an admission,"' it is 
added, '' hardly worth the trouble of noticing, were it not 
that the elementary pirinciples of Slavery appear at pl'e^nt 
ahaost unknown in England, where the popular arguments 
arged by the philanthropists are itiobtiy deddced ftHm, ktiA 
applicable only to, man in a state of frecddm. Under* these 
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circamstances/' they ask. '' can any cheerful co-pperation 
\fi^ expected from the harassed and irritated master to 
ptromote the ijaoral improvement of the. Slaves ? It may bo 
said without fear of contradiction, that every sciph feeliog 
is a^ this moment extinct in the colony. The lower order 
of slaye^pwners are racking their iqive^itions to. devise 
fl^deS; of punishjueiKt, within the letter of th^. pi^claokailiaii^ 
tp compel their Negroes; to perform thoge services on 
which tbeifmei^is of subsistence entirely depends; wJbibt 
the higher clashes see, with dismay and iucMgnatipji;, that 
ijbe e^^bUshed ^nd ratioi^al power, which i^pheld dJscipliof 
9iid order, I^hbu^ V6eul?itbd;raW9# to be replaced only by ^ 
gflllii^ wi\ ridiQulQi^s substitutes which mi:^t end by de* 
porali^ng t^e Sls^veSj if Qot previously productive of some 
iRiretohed catastrophe. Instead, therefore, of meditating 
^beme^ of improvement, their minds are. iuteiitly bent 
upao withdrawing, at the earliest possible opportunky; 
firam jsp ungratefnl a speue." lu the mean time, they tdl 
us, that such is the stt^te of feeling produced by this, batefiil 
order that ** no offence can be forgiven as before ; recog^ 
nixed power can venture to be liberal a^d maguanimous; 
distKitted authority must necessarily be jealous and severe. 
Wfckat a scene does this not open !" 

Now let it not for one moment be forgotten, that 
these > things are said, of the West Indians and their 
sj8ten> not hy your Committee, uot by any enemy of 
slavery, but by West Indians themselves. They appear 
in>the Gazette, of Trinidad, and are reprinted with appro-^ 
bation in the Gazette of JTamaic^; and they are declared 
to express the sentiments of a Committee! of Planters;-*-^ 
of men who thoroughly comprehend tbe system they desire 
to uphold, and who are driven, by- their alarms, to disclose 
those truths which, on ordinary occasions, they are apxious 
to conceal or palliate. 

They accuse .the philanthropists, it is true, of ignortece 
of the elementary principles of Slavery : and yet, wherein 
h^s their view of it differed from that which the fears <if 
t^e planters have now extorted from them ? ^ 
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The friends of emaBcipation have uniformly main- 
tained, what the planters now reluctantly admit, that the 
whip is identified with Slavery ; that it is by its infliction, 
or the dread of its infliction, that the Slaves are alone 
made to work ; and that these Slaves are moreover deprived 
of their natural rights, and reduced to a state of brutish 
subjection to their masters. All this has been strenuously 
asserted over and over again by the philanthropists, and 
as strenuously denied by the advocates of the West-Indian 
system ; by whom, indeed, it has, on various occasions, been 
pronounced a base and malignant calumny. Even so high 
and respectable an authority as Mr. Ellis, the Chairman 
of the West-Indian body, only about two years ago deli- 
berately made the following statement with respect to 
i!irhat is commonly termed the driving system: — " I do not 
believe, however confidently it may have been asserted, 
Aat the whip is used as a stimulant to labour. I bdlieve 
it will be found that the whip is generally placed in the 
hands of the driver, more as a badge of authority than 
BSt c^ instrument of coercion. It is, in fact, considered at 
present only as a symbol of o£Bce.*' How completely 
Mr. fllis, and other humane and benevolent proprietors 
in this country, have been kept in the dark on this subject, 
by their servants and correspondents abroad, is af^rent 
from the Trinidad remonstrance. In the minds of the 
resident planter^ of Trinidad the use of the whip is be- 
lieved to be identified with the existence of Slavery. 
They have therefore read ^' with grief and dismay" an 
Order which puts down that instrument as a stimulant to 
labour, and forbids them to cartwhip females. They even 
lament over the demoralizing efl^ect of this unhappy pro^ 
hibition, by which the good old, established, and, by the 
Slave, well understood mode of punishment is abrogated, 
and an eptire revolution effected in the system by which 
the' Slaves have been heretofore governed. 

The Committee are not now defending the regulations' 
of the Order in Council, nor the substitutes for the whip 
Bfoposed by some subsequent Order in Council whi<}b ih^f 



Iiave not seen* Tliese may be judicious or otherwise* 
The object they have now particularly in view, is to impress 
^n the public mind what the nature of the colonial slaves 
system really is, as exhibited by the colonists diemselves ; — 
a system in which brute force is avowed to be the governing 
impulse of the labouring population ; in which the whip is 
recognized as the grand motive to exertion ; and from 
which if the whip be withdrawn, an entire revolution must 
takie place in it, attended, we are gravely told, with de« 
moriEdization, insubordination, loss of property, and utter 
ruin. Without stopping to inquire in what respect the 
present moral state of the VTest- India Colonies will admit 
of deterioration from such a cause, it is obvious, on the 
shewing of these planters themselves, that the existing 
system is radically vicious, and must be changed. The 
worst conceptions of the most determined enemies of that 
system are realized in their own delineations of it ; which, 
while they leave no further doubt respecting its cruelty 
and guilt, enhance the obligation we are under to pursue 
it, by all lawful means, to its utter extermination. 

In the various resolutions, remonstrances, and represen* 
tationsof the planters of Trinidad, the Committee rejoice to 
learn that die free Blacks and People of Colour, with few 
if any exceptions, have taken no share. They possess, it is 
said, a full half of the property of the island ; but they have 
not chosen to set themselves in opposition to the wishes of 
Parliament and of the public on this occasion. The civil 
degradations which they theniselves are doomed to sustain 
are many and galling; and the Committee believe they 
are sufficiently enlightened to have at length attained a 
just and. settled, conviction, that the Slavery of their colour 
is the real root of the evils they experience ; and that 
while that Slavery is perpetuated ;-— while the M'egro con* 
tiiiues a ** brutish" outcast from the pale of society ^ ''de* 
prived of his natural rights;*' a mere beast of burdeu; a 
mere instrument of profit*; — ^they who partake of his dblour 
must of necessity partake of his debasement. His brand 
WJU pleave to them} apd neither wealth nor distinguished 



taleuts, Qor eminent moml worth, we?e they nil to meet 
in one iudivi4aal» will suffice to efface it. 

It has beea obviously, however, the wish of the White 
planters of Trinidad, that they should be thought in this 
country to enjoy the eoncurreqce of the free People of 
Colour in their resistance to the reforms that have been 
proposed. In theii; petitions and memorials they have 
therefore designated thems^yes ** the free inbabitanta of 
the island of Trinidad." Bx^ it eapfbt toi be knawn that 
the parties who have subscribed their names^ have, beeii 
almost exclusively, if not ej9tirely» Wbites» ^ 

The remonatcmtS: advert, indeed, in one plaae, to tbe 
hazard of life to which the fircie Coloured inhabitants are 
exposed by the provisions, d* the Order in Counoil; and 
there is some gnround for the reHiavfc. It refers to the prot 
visions on the subject of the evidence of Shives, which 
certainly do not appear to your Gooimiltee to havehe^n 
framed on sound principles of legislation. 

The Order in Council was passed for the express pur*^ 
pose of improving the condition of the Slai^es^ But, prior 
to the issuing of that Order, it is distipiCtly stated, in a 
minute of the Council of Trinid^ of dae 9ib July, ]833» 
that,, by a law in full force in that island, the testimony of 
Slaves was already admissible, qiumtum vahat^ The Order 
in Council, liowever, imposes various restraints on this prl^ 
vilege: in that^cplohy, the testimony of a. Slave cannot 
now be received as formerly, unless some clergy man, or 
religious teacher, shall certify that such Slave understands 
the nature of an oath. But a still more injurious depar*' 
ture from, the old taw is to be found in that clause which 
provides, that slave testimony cannot be received in any 
trial affecting the life if a Whits man. Why, in the 
first place, should the whitjb men be thus strangely pro^ 
tected, while the free People of Colour, possesedng half the 
property of the island, are exolnded fromanysuch pro-» 
tection ^-r-But can the ext^eption be justified in either case 1 
Certainly not* It is an exception wholly unknown to the 
Sptaisb law, and wbi^b is most injurious ita its tendency; 
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As Chelaw is now made to stand, should a White man 
comlliit inurder in Trinidild, he possesses the same degree 
tof rmtnunity whichi he unfortunately has always enjoyed' in 
the English islands; for if a thousand Slaves should hare 
witnessed the fact, not oiie can now be heard in evidence 
against him. But this is not all the evil of the enactment. 
It is one of the provisions of the Order in Council, that, if 
a proprietor should be twice convicted of cruelty to a 
Btave, he shall be condemned to forfeit to the Grown all 
the Slaves he possesses. But to avert such a calamity, h 
it not now made the iiiteredt of the 'White proprietor, who 
has incurred the risk of convictibn for a second offence 6( 
this description, to kill ifae Slave whom he may have 
cruelly treated; as m that case no slave-evidence 
could be admitted against him. This deviation from 
justice and good policy, couM only have been ad- 
mitted into the Order in Council from inadvertence; 
And the Committee trust it will not be silvered to cott- 
tinue there. 

' It was stated, in the last Report,' to be the declared in-^ 
tention of his Majesty's Ministers, to exleitd the provisions 
of the Trinidad Order in Council to Demerara, Berbice, 
St. Lucia, Mauritius, and the Cape of Good Hope. Thi»- 
£tatement was confirmed by a letter of Earl Batburi^t, to 
the Gove'rfior ofBarbadoes, dated 26th July 1824, inwhieh 
ii the following passage :— ** With respect to the Order in 
Council for meliorating the condition of the Slaves in -Tri- 
nidad, i^milar provisions to those ^hieh are contained iu 
fttat Order Tlirili bei extended to Deinerara and Essequibo, 
Berblce, St. Lucia, 'the Cape, aijd Matfritius, with stibh 
modifications as may' be necessaiy to adapt them' to the 
Dritfeh ^nd French* fews, which are reispectively in force m 
those possessions.^' 

Tlie Committee'Md therefore hoped to have heard,- ere 
now, that the declared intentions of his Majesty's Ministers 
had bteeri ai^tually carried into effect. This, however, fliey 
are sorry to leam^' is not the case. The purpose appears 
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to be stilt unexecuted, although tbey have beard iro reason 
assigned for the delay. They 'conclude that it has arisen 
from the opposition of the planters of those colonies to 
reforms which tbey„ in common with the planters of 
Trinidad^ profess to regard with dismay and horror, as a 
dangerous invasion of their most sacred rights. 

On the concurrence of the slaveholders, the resident 
slaveholders especially, in any effective plan for controuling 
their own power, and for raising their wretched bondsmen 
in the scale of being, the Committee have never placed any 
strong reliance* Indeed, they are persuaded that the 
aversion which prevaib, in the West Indies, to conferring 
upon Negroes the common rights of human nature, is too 
deep-rooted and general to be overcome except by the 
direct and auUioritative interference of a higher power# 
The circumstances which, in this instance, have so unex-^ 
pectedly delayed that interference, notwithstanding the 
pledge given to Parliament on the subject, during the last 
session, are the more to be deplored. 

The spirit and temper which the Committee attribute to 
the colonists; have been the most clearly manifested in 
those colonies where the movement of the popular mind 
among them is the most free and unfettered. In fiarbadoiesy 
fpr example, two sessions have been consumed in debate 
and deliberation; and nothing has yet been done towards 
the reform of the Slave Code. The last session of their 
legislature opened with large promises, accompanied how- 
ever with a spirit of violence and irritation even on the 
gart of the professed reformers, which afforded but slender 
hope of their fulfilntent. The very mover of the proposed 
reforms seemed to feel that he could not expect a hearing, 
withoutthe most unmeasured abuse of the Abolitionists and 
their motives. ** The diabolical falsehoods and infamous 
aspersions of a few interested and designing hypocrites" — 
the Committee quote verbatim from his speech,^^ as report^ 
ed in the West- Indian newspapers of the ^ay-*^'' moving^ 
in terrific phalanx to the total annihilation of the White 
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ililnl^taiits of the Wes^ Indies ^ marked 1h6im out in his 
opkison as m, ** vxndi^ve :orew/' indalgtag ** tbeabosmiable 
desire to cast headlong into tbe galph of destructioQ, or 
endless misery, .so large a pertioti of their felloW-^creataves 
equally with themselves the followers of Christ.'' ^* No' 
jiistifioatioii can they bare in their hellish design hot tbat 
which originated and is fostered in tbeir own dark and inter* 
ested souls/' *' Endeavour, however/' he says to his co-^ 
tegislatora, '' to tranquillize (as far as your natures will 
pcscmit) those acute feelmgs which mast agitate th^ breaaf 
of eyecy enlightened and virtuous West- Indian, agunsi 
that detestable Institution which, keenly and immoveably 
bent upon your destruction^ has, with consummate inge^* 
Bfuitjr, tereCted and set in motion against you a tremen- 
dous machinery, throwing out at each evolution misery 
and woe/^ ** Sotat above prejudice, a&d leate &r befaindF 
you slanderers and vilifiers ; Readily steering your Country 
tbrotigh the muddy waters of biitdr calumny^ and leaving 
her saifely moored in the bright and tfanquil shores of 
tcifth. Dischalrge your duty, forgettifng every enuse <^ 
irritation* .Follow the niitd dictates of your religion 4 
diterw to youf accursed enemies that thby, with their empty 
theories, carry blood and cruelty, risking not one iota of 
their ill-golten wealth, while yon in yotfr practice extend, 
at the risk of your very existence^ the reid benefits of 
beaven-fbeaming philantfairopy/' — But all the i^iolenc^ 0S 
&is vituperation was insufficient to secure tbe slightest 
degree of popular favour in Barbadoes, to the man who 
had dared to innovate, however sparingly, on tbe sacti&i 
insiitudons of ks sfave code. The speech was followed 
fay wpwards of two months of deliberatioA, in the A.ssemblyy^ 
on the Bill whicb it introduced ; but during this tinne the 
mover of it appears to bare been assailed, out of doors, 
by every species of clamciit atifd invective. He speaks of 
** the .irritable wmrking of patdichial feeling which, in its 
•ffervesoence, haddliiftturbedhimin thecottrseofhis dutieV 
wd ex'horts the house to '* giiard, with scrupulous cailtionv 
against -the iafluemie of the fedings that ar^ aAoat without' 
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doorSf agitating the minds of those who do not, canaot, 
will noty und^stand the qaestion Ihey excldim against/^ 
He then alludes to the threatening tone which had been 
employed to deter him from his duty, and to the martyr- 
dom to which he might possibly be called by tlie hostility 
of his cons^uents. — And what produced all this rage and 
violence on the part of the people of Barbadoes ? . A pro- "^ 
posal merely to modify some of those cruel and sanguinary 
laws which had so long been the disgrace df its statute 
book. Under the iDPoence, doubtless, of this popular 
feelittg, the proposed amelioration law^ on leaving the 
Assembly^ and proceeding to the Council, was found to 
be still so disfigured by severity, and so defective in its 
provisions of protection to the Slave, that the Council re- 
jected it, as calculated to produce a more unfavourable 
impression of Barbadian humanity than if no change 
whieitever had been attempted. > 

The points brought into discussion between theser 
legislative bodies are not a little curious, and will alsa ' \ 

serve to convey some idea of the qualifications of the 
Barbadian Assembly for conducting the reformation which 
has been delegated to their wisdom and feeling. The 
points are such as these : — Whether persons, not proved 
to. be Slaves^.shall or shall not enjoy the privileges of 
freemen; whether the punishment to be inflicted by the 
master on the dave shall have any limitation, or no limi- 
tation. ;.. whether the mere a^tempt^ on the part of ar 
Slave to* strike any White person shaU or shall not be a 
jtiAification, if that White person should kill the Slave ia 
return ; whether the making of unfounded complaints 
by the slave against his master, shall be punished with . 
more or.wit^ less of severity; whether a whip or a cat- 
o>'-aine-tails shall be the fatare instrument of coereioa 
for compelling the labour of the Slaves ; whether any 
White,, free Coloured or free Black person, who shali ber 
tmHtj of the enormous crime of intermarrying with tt 
Slave^, shall or shall not be subjected, by way of punishment,, 
to the ignominy of having the evidence of Slaves gene-^ 
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t^y admitted aj^inst him; Whether Snnday markets shall 
err shall not be abolished ; whether the heavy fine of SO/* 
on each act of manumission shall or shall notbe eontinoed; 
with other questions of equally dubious and delicate ftp** 
plication. • . 

The Meeting wiH recollect the outrages whtcli were 
last year perpetrated, in Barbadoes, by the lawless 
destruction of the Methodist Chapel at Bridgetown, and 
the expulsion from that island of the Missionary Shrews* 
bury. These outrages have been foHowed by others of a 
similar description. Mr. Rayner, another Missiohary,'we|i< 
from St. Vincent's to Barbadoes: he applied in the first 
instaove to the Oovernor for protection ; but his appli-^ 
cation was very coldly received, and no hope of effectual 
protection was afforded to him. Mr. Rayner, therefore, 
did' not dare to land, on account of the threats of- the 
leaders of the former mob ; — jsuch is the language of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society's Report. " One zealous 
man," it is stated, ''sat on the shore a whole night, with a 
loaded pistol, to shoot him had he left the vessel. The 
vessel itself was menaced with an attack of boats, and was 
obliged to seek protedtion under the gups of a ship of 
wair."' ^ The congregation also, which Mr. Shrewsbury 
left behind him, and which continued to meet in 'a private 
house for the purposes of worship and mutual edification, 
were ' threatened with violence. The former mob an- 
nounced their purpose of celebrating the aifniversary of the 
destruction of the chapel, by razing the obnoxious house 
to the ground. This was prevented by the interference 
of the Governor and the Magistrates ; but the latter have 
forbidden any more meetings to be held. In short, the 
whole account which has been given to the public, by the 
Methodist Mission Society, proves the existence, iti 
Barbadoes, of a state of disgraceful lawlessness, and a 
deep and settled hostility to tne religious in^struction of 
tfac^ Negro and Coloured population, of whom the Methodist 
congregation was chiefly composed.' 
. That a similar feeling should be represented to prevail iu* 



0eiiieaini». vlMHre» tbe same Rqiftvfctelk w^ ^ hostife tsfSkH 
Agaiost liifltio99 nf ^tmef kio<l haiB aootinnedl %t^hp^ mwaih 
feit w l» Witt to no iolqieet of snqtaaw., Id< Jaiiuuea.ahD>.a 
lake iqiirit has ^be wn ikielf at. different pacookial BU»tuigs$ 
where resolatioas were agreed to, reconnnending. the 
expalsion. of miattonanes* In the otheo West-India' 
CSoIonies tkereil appeara considerably less hestilitjr te mifrr 
|iioBaryr«[ecfioiis ; and ia somettfaey are even enootur ageil. 

The proeeedioga of the L^islaftnra of JaaMica hate 
keen no. less instsaclive tbaa those of the- Barbadoes 
▲ssenibly.t On their meeting in NoTombeclast^ theybef* 
jgan' the session widi professing^ tbek readiness ta bestow 
the most sprieas at te nt i aa on the pvopositioQav tmismitled 
by Gorernment, ftv ihe in)pKO«Tem^t of the slave popnlut* 
lion. Bat the session) hast closed withool thein takiiig one 
isBeienisiep towards thatei^^t;. The pffopoaitionfl suIn 
ptiUed. tO' them appear to have been cosifiriBed in the Tidk- 
nidad Order in Coaaeil», which Earl Bathnurat bad direeted 
1b0 Gotemor to lagf before the Assembly,, as the model of 
tediesired' seforms» The 0aly/ OMasnre of vefona^ bowy 
f^^eIr which, appears, to have been introdnoed in cfmsov^ 
qpienpe el this commnaicatiDa,. was a bill ** t^ enable 
ISlavea to give evidence ip oertaip cases of crime coiii«- 
mitted against Slaves, and of criminal, attempte to ^leil^e 
rebelU^Mi aM insnrrection. and of attnring seditieiis km^ 
gnagie»" Bat even this Bill, though most Jealonsly guarded^ 
jEuid ejLtremely defective^ in its previsions, was thrown eat 
by^ a majority of thirty-foQV to one« 

The most remarkable transaction in tbe proceeding o£ 
the Jamaica Assembly wa&tibe Report of a Secret^Coaumt^ 
tee -appointed to investigate the late diatarbances^ Th€h 
grand object of the Report is to trace those diatasbaiices to 
tbe disenssions respecting slavery which hwi taken, place ia 
tjke British* Parliament. . The Qbsordity,. bo#ever» of saek 
^ view. pf the subject is rendered snfficiently apparei»t> by ther 
il|cpi»sant renewal, ii^ the cotooiat joarnals» oftbe very sama 
4hI9I|s^imsi9^ c^ that in a ^le of tbo' iiimest iofliaipm&liifPr 
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: Om» infaraBCQy howevor , m»y be dmw« frond ihk Report 
whieb M'M probaUf npt intended by ita fmniers ; amk tbalt 
M, the ^xlffeme flioMiaeM of the geoiindA en wbiob wenB 
)ft«Mt tbe alleged servile plota and coMpiracies of .th«pre- 
ctedieg year, for participating in whiob su many of the 
Slaves were tried* conivicted^ and exeonted. 

On looking at theaceonnts oCtkese ttials^. and ooinpadng 

ihem with this Beport of the Seevet Gommittee) there will 

be found the strongest reasons foe believing that a gceat part 

ffi these pretended plots was the base fahrteation o£ ua- 

terested and peijnred witnesses.. Several e£ the convio- 

tions and exeioations took place, on tiie evidenoe of two 

slavest Charles Black and JohnBaptislse Corberand^ whose 

evidence woald have been wholly ibadinisaiUe in any 

matter^, however insignificant, affi^ng a free pecioBu 

Tfa^r evidence*, moreover, was givem nttder the strongest 

possible hias,r*-tbey were themselves accnsed of htiag 

Gonceraed in the plot;, and they not only secnred thdr 

<»wii lives by tarning King's evidence, hot they had the 

hoper of reward before them should they soeceed. in oonr 

.victing others* Mock of their' evidence also has aince 

been proved to hftv« been fiiibe ;. and: the opinion vrfaich 

the Secret Committee themadhrea,. after foUy invesCigaiting 

thesobject, were led toentertainof them,, may he gathered 

from the following, passage in their Report ^—'' The; Cremrr 

laittee feel it their dofiy to vecommead! to the heaae» Hiat 

a mesaage should be sent to his Grace (be Governor, rO" 

qpesting that be would send ofiTtfae iabnd, Ctorles Mack 

and John Baptiate Corberandf. as persons of a mast danr 

geroos character to lemaia at hirge in this colony i and 

that- the boose will make good any .expense nttendaoit on 

such a.measKre." Thus, the very two' slaves, on whose 

testimony so niany of their feHow-creaturea were thrust out 

of existenQe» and in fnvoor of the credibility of whose teiEh 

timony not one word is said in the Boport, are themselves 

there represented as men of. sooh.. desperate' obflrracters 

that the safety of the island. required thi^ removal, bf a 

fP^re !^t of power uoaothorised by law. . Can we doubt 
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'that nieD of sacb a ebaraeter, c^spfet^ially when tempted 
hy the hope of freedom or -of reward, would readiYy 
'9£&rm whatever woald give tbem favourr and in>portance in 
•tbe; ejes of their superiors, at a momebt too of uniiataral 
alarm and agitation ; even if no cir oumstances bad afterwards 
occurred to throw discredit on their evidence? 

Now it was in conseqaence, be it remembered, of some- 
thing which was alleged to have been said by these 
infamous persons, in the course of an extrajudicial exami- 
nation, that the two respectable Men of Colour who are 
•now in this country, Mr. Lescenes and Mr. Escoffery, 
British subjects, were, without a trial, or even a hearing; 
without any opportunity of inquiry, or of confronting or 
cross-examining their accusers, seized as conspirators 
against the public peace, torn from the bosom of their 
families, rained in their circumstances, and exiled from 
jtheir country. This atrocious act of oppression wiH 
speedily undergo the review of Parliament. The cause of 
ihe sufferers has • been undertaken by one who is well 
known to want neither the will, nor the courage, nor the 
'talent, to vindicate the innocent victims of lawless power. 
i -It is a decisive presumption in favour of the impression> 
created in Jamaica, of the innocence of the^e exiled and 
outraged individuals, that no charge whatever is preferred 
against them in this Report of the Secret Committee; 
but that, on the cOntrmry, although it was known that their 
cruel case had been brought under the cognizance of Par* 
liament, the following tribute of approbation to the good 
conduct H)f the whole body of the free coloured population 
is there given without qualification, exception, or reserve. 
'*^The Committee cannot draw this Report to a conclu- 
sion without bestowing its meed .of praise on the zeal and 
alacrity shewn by the regulars and militia throughout the 
disturt>ed districts, both by the Whites and free People of 
Colour. The conduct of the latter evinced a warm ioter- 
estin the welfare of the colony, and every way identified 
them with those who are the most zealous promoters oFits 
internal security. '* 
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V The Committee cannot learn that any effectiye measCiteflf 
of reform: have yet been adopted^ in conseqdence of the 
recommendation of bjs Majesty/ by any of the other Colo- 
nies extept Tobago. In that island, containing a popola- 
tion of 14,000 slaves, the Legisture have, in one point,^ 
gone even beyond the provisions of the Trinidad Order in 
CooBcil. They have admitted Slave-^evidence in the very 
casein wbicb the Order in Conncil has rejected it ; namely^ 
in the case of the wilfttl mnrder or mayem of a Slave by a 
White or free person; It isr admitted, however; only in 
case no^White or free perscMi was present, or can be pro^ 
daced to prove the facts ; and even then, there must be 
the conearrent testimony of two Slaves, nnimpeached as 
to their credibitity. Into the Tobago Act clauses are also 
introduced for securing the personal property of the 
Slaves ; for abolishing Sunday markets and snbstitating 
Thursday; for allowing to the Slaves thirty five - week 
days in the year, for their provision grounds; and for limit- 
ing arbitrary punishments, to. twenty stripes, and,, if more 
than twelve are given, providing that it shall be in^ the pre- 
sence ef a free person besides the person who inflicts the 
punishment; These are undoubtedly improvements, though 
they fall far short of the recommendations of his Majesty. 
With this single exception,, the Committee aire grieved 
to state, that they cannot discover that, during the past 
year, any enactments have been framed by. the Colonial 
L^islatures which tend to the mitigation of Slavery. 

What course bis Majesty's Government may deem it 
right to pursue on this occasion, the Committee have no 
means of knowing* But it cannot be denied that the con-* 
duct of the Colonies bas furnished that case of contumacy, 
which, in 1823,' Mr. Canning distinctly stated would call 
for parlian^entary interference. Of all the reforms which 
were then suggested^ and which were admitted by the 
Government and the Parliament to be necessary, not one 
appears to have been as yet adopted, except in a single 
island, by any of the Colonies having Legislatures of theiv 
«wn» AndAeveo in those Colonies whiob are. immediately 
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•otgaot lo the Crottitif tbe fi(tteiiit>t at referniafieii Imii ti^en 
OMfined to Triaidiid i««4bB rMisteiicd it 1ms there bad t# 
eiieoaDlter has been fheHAy adrerted te.- 
. It is impossible for the Comntittte to •cotiiemiriate those 

£scts without feelings- of the deepest refret.. It i&tnie^ 
they never anticipated the willing concncreoee of the Co^ 
looses in any effective plans m( reform ; and tbey therefore 
lookied forwaitl to no bea^cial result from the mere fe« 
eommesdation of ther sulyeot to their attention* 

Those who formerly censored their distrnst of the ff^ 
f oorabla dbposiiioflv of the colonial antbortties most: now 
be oooTineed that that distrust waa^ Well flooded, aftd must 
ttoiri>e prepared .for the conclusion^ at which the Com* 
■ittee hove long arrived* that the authoritative interferencier 
et Parliament is imperiously called for, and camiot be 
withheld wtthout a sacrifice of its<most sacred obligations^ 
Those parliameatary friends of our cause, fhferefora, wfco^r 
eta the occasion of die disosssion referred to -above, pledged 
tbeamdves to mpve, if it shoidd becomfO ireoessary, the 
fiopse of Cottmons on this subject, will nfow, witholit 
denbt, feel themaelves called upon to act with the promp- 
and decision which the emergency requires. 



It u. not, however, merely by the interfei^noe of Pariia^ 
aient, ia the internal legislation of the Colonies, that the 
mitigation and final extinetion of £Raverymay be efiected. 
The abolitioo of the West-Indian monopoly would tond,^ 
^i4mps, ev^en more certainly to that end. 
> Thiit monopoly is at presentsnpporled, first, by a bounty 
of upwards of six shillings per cwt, on the export of ri^ 
fined 8Ugar> and which necessarily raises the pric^, not only 
«f alUooh sagttr exported^ but of all the sugar consumed at 
home, t(> the extent of the bounty ; and secondly, a pnr^ 
telling duty of ten shillings a cwt. more on Easl^fn^^, 
than on West*Indian sugar: thus favouring sugar -grown 
by brieve labour, in preference to Aat grown by' free labour, 
to >tfae extent of about xSO per cent, oil the cost of the 
tide^ and tending to exckide the latter fipom oar oMaump 
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tioEt^ aiid to ibfc^ us to consume tfae former. Otf coffo^ 
atoov th&Weeii Indies have ift f^roteetio» of 38«« a cwt. Now, 
to sdy n^hiiig at present ef the degree io wbicb priees^ ar0 
reused by tbeo|)eration of the proteoting duty^ the cost of the^ 
West-Indian monopoly, arising from the sugarboiiDty aIone^> 
nfay be estiimfatod at about 1,300»000/. aimually *• And ii 
isidite Isfrge mam; (in addition to whatever enbadcemeitt oif 
^rice may be produced by the protecting duty^ paid by tb€r 
pieopte of this country to the growers of sugar , oter and 
above vrhat that sugar would otherwise cost, wbidi does* 
i» fact chiefly mainftatn unimpaired and unreformed ther 
wrtBtohed system of Colonial bondage. Tbe people of 
Btlgl&nd^re tli^r^fdre tbe real npholde^rs of NegrtSf Sla^ 
y<^. Without their Icferge contribution to its support, it- 
could not fiul to be rapidly mitigated, and eventually ex-' 
tinguisbed.' Iti^ absolutely vain, therefore, to be hoping^' 
to abbtish iSljEivery, or to exprect that by the vehemence of^ 
our 'speechfes, or the forte of inere parliamentary resolu- 
tiOhs, or bi rbyai recooiimendations, we shall be able to 
abfitte this etit, ' wbHe we are extending to it suck solidF 
mf^s of otfr favour, and thus affording to it its great an<f 
principal means of support. 

It is calculated that there are in the West Indies, abouir 
1800 sugar plantations ; amotig the proprietors d( whicb 

* TJiU pesitloo has beep questioned, tt h^B been aftrnied that tbC 
bounty, the extent of which is not denied, affects only the sBsar . whicli 
is exporied. But such a statement can alone proceed trom an entire tg-' 
(Voniuce of the facts of the case. . The price of tin sugar consnmed InT 
thU c^antry^ und of tli^ whidi is reitaed for exportation, is precisel/ 
the same in^the sugar market. The bounty necessarily operates on the" 
^hole mass of iugar, as there cannot exist at (be same moment, twa 
prices' of one article iii the same market. The iniint however, if therer 
dHHd cMKt a <loubt upon it, (thoitfh sacha donbt cannot possliifjf- 
exi^tin tbe tniud .of any commercial nun,) is fuMy conceded by the^ 
West Indians themseflves. Mr. George Htbbert| the agent of the 
islahd of Jamaica, in a letter to his constituents, dated 11th of March^ 
tMAi and published In the Royal Gaxetie of Jamaica of the isl May, 
18*24, distinctly wtates, that *' the udoantage whkh we now enjtn^in the prm^ 
ciple und produce t^eakuUOwg the drawback upon the export qfrefimd sugttr^ 
t/iikin alfogether, U lUtte^ ifat(dlihorto/ag>taiuiioMtmrUytfHx8hiUing^ 
per hmndred weight^** 
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fbe twelve bupdred thousaiid pounds which the p^opfiB oS 
this country are forced (o pay for their, sugars^ oyer and 
above what the smne sugars would cost them if ; the trade 
were free, is, of course divided ; making,, on the average, 
^bout 70Q/. starling annually to each proprietor; and this in»- 
dependentfy c^ihe advantage, whatever it be, which he de- 
rivesfrom the proftectmg duty.^ Now ifit were proposed i» 
Parliament to give to each of these 1800* West-Indian 
proprietors^ peusions, varying in their amount from 500£r 
to 60Q0L a year, according to the quantity of sugar which* 
each might extract, by means of the cartwhip, from the 
labour of his Slaves ; and forming a total aggregate ofone- 
million two hundred thousand pounds, what reeeptioup 
would such a proposition meet with ? Would it be tolerated 
for a single moment? And yet, wherein does the actual 
'state of things differ substantially from the case which has 
been supposed, except that, in this last, the transaction* 
would stand forth- to the public view in all its flagrancy, 
while, in the other, it is more concealed from observation ;^ 
and that, in the one case, the money would be paid by the 
people into, the Exchequer, before it went into the pockets- 
of the sugar planters; and that,, in the other, it is paid ta 
them through the grocers in the price of their sugars, 
fbe payment is not the less real on- that account. 

Now, it will not be alleged that the West Indiana 
have any claim, to levy such a contributfon upon the people 
of this country for merits or services of their own. They 
are themselves sensible of this. They allege it to be ne- 
cessary,, not so much on their own account, as -with a viewr 
to the well-being and comfort of their Slaves. And they 
have, on move occasions than, one, been supported, in this 
mode of defending the existing arrangement, even bysome^ 
of our public men. The consequence has been, that an. 
.objection has thus been raised, in the minds of many benevo- 
lent persons,, to- the abolition of the West- Indian, monopoly ». 



. * Tbiti nmnber is naid to be oven^ted by more than 200 : i^ so, 
case heee stated would' be f ready 8tr«DStli€Ded.< 
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and of the bounties and protecting duties by which it is 
maintained, on the ground that a depression in the prici^ 
of jsiare-grown produce would tend to aggravate the vii- 
setj of the Slaves^ and to expose him to farther privations; 
and perhaps even to starvation itself. 

As no notion can be more itindamentally erroneous than 
this/ notwiUistanding the ^eai with which the West Indiaiis 
and their friends, both id and out of Parliament, have 
laboured to propagate it, it seems of the very first uiipor- 
tance ^at it should be calmly examined, and its' filHacy 
exposed. The proposition which the Committee are pre- 
pared to maintain, is directly opposed to it: it is, ''that 
whatever tends to rmse ike price of the slave-grown pro- 
duce of our Colonies, tends in the same degree to rivet 
the chains, and to add to the labour and misery, of the 
Slave ; while the depression of its price operates benefi- 
cially both in relaxing his bonds, abating his toil, and en« 
largiug his comforts/* 

We have frequently been told by the colonial autho-' 
rities, and particularly by the Assembly of Jamaica, that if 
the prices of produce should fall, the Slaves must starve.' 
The same authorities have, however, assured us, that such 
is the favourable nature of their soil and climate, that the 
labour of a few days in the year is amply sufiicient to pro-^ 
vide the Slaves with the means of comfortable subsistence. 
The same view of the subject has been taken by every 
colonial writer, from Mr. Bryan Edwards to Mr. Foster 
Barham. They only vary a little with respect to the quan- 
tity of time which the Slave requires for this purpose ; some 
stating it at seven days in the year, and others at twelve or • 
fourteen. In conformity with these statements, the great- 
est number of days in the year (exclusive of Sundays) 
which, down' to 1816, was allowed to the Slaves by law, in. 
any of the islands, for cultivating the land allotted to them' 
fbr their subsistence, was from fourteen to sixteen. And' 
this small portion of time, it was aflSrmed in the evidence ^ 
laid by theWest- Indian party before the "Privy Council and 
Parliament, not only enabled the Slaves generally to live in 



fiom(0ri, b«t afforded many of them the meaqsof procuriDj^ 
Juxvries^ and even of aipass^Vg Ve^ttb* . . 

It is not the ipteiitioo of tbo. GooimiUee at pxeseat tp 
jftxam^ne the fc€iiraey of these ppsiliQi^s. It is suffieieat to 
Hnow that the West-Iudia laws had generally proceeded 
■fion the principle* that (ox43lusiv^^ of Sunday) aboot four- 
teen days in tbe year, or a twejaty-fiftfi part of the S^ave-f 
jtime, was quite ^nfficient for bis comfortable subsisljeii^oe; 
This principle has also, been: fully :apted npftu in p;caf;ticep 
In Japnittpa, fof" example, and in every pth^r ^laud ^bere 
jthift course of allotting land and time to the Negroes i$ 
putvued, BO. regular allowance of food, with ^i^ exce|>7 
tioB of a few herrings, or a little salt fish, but in quati? 
ftities so small as merely to serve as a sestsouing to their 
food, is given to the Slavj^s^ With this exic^ption, tbej^ 
draw tlienr food from the spot of ground ^V>tted, to them^ 
^nd which is tilled by their own labour during tbe^poritioo of 
time set apart by law for that purpose. In Jamaica, that 
tiaie, which (exclusive of the Sunday) did not p|r€fvioasly 
i^Cje^. sixteen days, was r^ed, in 1S17« to twentyrsix^ 
w4 in Tobago has been raised by the new ^w to thirtji- 
Hve in the year* It does not appear that any other* 
/colonies have as yet beep equally liberal. There fire some& 
colonies, however, where, instead of allotting lands to th^: 
Slaves to be cnltiirated on their own acpount, the provisioi^ 
grounds are cultivated by tbe whole gang, and. a weekij' 
^lowance of food is given to each Slave. Iii this case, 
fko time during the week is allowed him by law.^ 

Having prepai^ed thus much» it will be easier to uDderr^ 
standr clearly the operatipn of high and low prices of pro« 
duce on the condition of tbe Slaves. 

It wiH not be denied, in the first place, tbAt a high, 
price of the produce of Slave-labour must epbauce' Ih&r 
vilue of the Slave^ apd thus tend t<> obstruct his m^n^r > 
mission. The willingne$8 of a master voluntarily to 91^ ■ 
pumit his Slave will pecessarily be affected by.fh^ -QostH. 
lines^ of the sacrifice ; $md, if we suppose the^redempt^n ^ 
of theShve to be accomplished b^ the savipgs of iiin qiiff|j[ 
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indMidtjr^ it is bbTious that tke cKfficolty of ac^raipltshjng 
it' woitld be ioereased in pToportion iU> the ioetei^se cft tm 

. TbiiK fact h cnrbnsl; iHuistrated by n coinparisoft of Ike 
progress of jnafumiissioii id the colonies'' of Bairbiidbes 
md Demeram* The Slave popnlatioii of eaoh in oeavly 
the same ; but, owing to the superior fertilitjr of the soil 
of Demerara, slave labour is there much more produeli««, 
Aod Slaves much noire Valuable, than ii Barbaji.oes. Takiog 
the period vhioh elapsed from the 1st of January 1S(K$ to 
theadad of 1821, it appears, from the partiafflentaty re* 
tarns, that, in Bdrbadoes, during- those fo«Hrteeii y^^ar^* 
floannmissiova proceeded at the average rate of 1:^5 io 
each year; wJbereas, in Demetaia, they did aoi fpMrafOt 
Io Qiore on the average than about tweaty^seven io eaeb 
year.: Iii both eolonites these is a heavy tax on lyiafia- 

It mof perhaps be said, that if a high price of produce 
sbottld have the effect of raising the value of ' the Slave, 
yet» 99 the vi^Ue df bis own produce would be proporOoJUN- 
fiAy eqhanced, be would experience no disadvaBtage frbin 
that cii^jpumstande. Here, however, the miserable polioy 
of eolomial legislature ihterfores* The Slave is uoiven- 
^ly restrained by law, under fae&vy penaltiel^ &om <^ui- 
tivatiolg, or vending, a single attide of exportable -proo 
dttoe$ i. single if(icle, therefore, the price of Whicii icaiOi 
be raised* either by foreigq demand,.' or by the effect oif 
bounties and protecting duties. 

But it is' not in this indirect way only that: a. hjgb 
price of produce opei^ales to th^ disadvantage of (he Slave. 
The efleet of a high price of any article is uaifbrmly to 
Mimuhite its in^nesUed prodaction; while the effeiot of it 
glut, and of low; prices, is. necessarily, to check its produce 
tion.' But, in odr ^lonie9, where the slave popuiatioii 
cannpt be Kagmeiited byiinportations^ it is obvibusfy iia^ 
possible tital production should be increased witbdut adik* 
jngrlQ tb^ IfriMHif \of die Slave. An increase of the ^mxih 
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tilf of SBgar or coffee can only be ^ obtained either ^tiy 
Abridging the tinevdlo^ed to the. Slaye for cultivating hk 
own provision grounds^ or by stimulating him to increascNl 
jBinaeubur exertion .while working for his master. On the 
other hand« a low price of produce naturally leads to a 
contrary eiNirse ; to a husbanding of the strengUi of the 
Negroes* aod to an enlai^ement of the time allowed them 
to coltiviite their. grounds. 

These opposite tendencies of high. and of low prices 
may be illustrated by a case which often finds its< paralic^l 
in the West Indies. Let us suppose the case of A, the- 
proprietor, of. a sugar plantation yielding annually SOO 
tons of 8ugar» and cultiviuted by 900 Slaves, who are s6 
managed as just to maintain .their numbers. ; He enters 
into a contract with B, at a time when sugars are aver- 
aging a gross price of 80/. a ton, to let to him his estate, 
on lease for ten years, at a rent of lOOO/. per annum, ^tbe 
other charges amount to .20/. per ton, or 4000/;; and 
therefore leave to B. a net income in each year of 1000/;, 
or 5/. per ton. It further forms part of their agreement, 
th^t the plantetion, with .its Slaves, cattle, works, build- 
ings, and utensils, should be fidrly appraised at the com^ 
mencement of. the lease, and should again be fairly re- 
appraised at its termination ; and that, if the value should 
be diminished in the interval, the amount of the- detmo- 
ration should be made good by B ; but that if it should be 
^ unproved be sh<»ald receive >^ valpe 'of that improve^ 
ment. - 

Now, let it be supposed that, under theise circumstances, 
B should wish to add to his income by increasing hiscrop 
from 200 to 250 tons of sugar. ^ The addition of fifty tons, 
the prices remaining the same, would increase the gros6 
produce from 6000/. to 7,500/;, and the rent and charges 
being deducted would leave him 1500/.; and would thus 
add to his net income a sum of 500/. But then it is ob- 
vious, that in order to effect this increase of income, he 
must also increase, by one-fourth, the ordinary labour of 
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tbe Slaves and eattle ; and if lie should see reason to esti-' 
mate their wear and tear, ariung from the heavier pres-* 
sore of this, new exaction of labour^ at 500/* or mcnre, he 
would, ID that ease, have no temptation presented to him 
to overwork his Slaves ; for, though he would gain 500/^ 
by an addition of fifty tons of sugar, yet if he would have 
to refund that sum or more, in order to compensate to. A 
the diminished value of his property, he would probably 
feel it to be hi» wisest and safest plan, in suck circum- 
stances, not to attempt to increase Us crops at the expense 
which be must incur by doing so. ■ 

But, supposing that the gross price of sugar should rise 
feom 30/. to 50/. a ton, then how would the case stand I 

« 

4,000/. would at once be added to his income by the sale 
of his 200 tons of sugar ; and if, dreading that these good 
times might be of short duration,, he should resolve, by a 
farther exaction of slave labour, to add fifty tons to hi» 
crop, though at an expense of life which, it ' is supposed, 
might amount to 500/., it would clearly be his interest to 
do so. The additional fifty tons, after supplying the means 
^f ; compensating for this sacrifice of human life, would 
still leave him a large surplus. The temptation therefore 
to overdrive the Slaves, would, in such a case, be ex* 
eeedingly increased r 

But if, instead of rising to 50/. a ton, sugars were to 
sink to 25/., then the proceeds would be barely sufficient 
to meet the rent and expenses of tbe estate \ and suppos- 
ing B.^ in such a case, to endeavour to add to his incom^e 
by extracting fifty additbnal tons- of sugar from the Slaves^ 
be would not derive,- from this forced increase of produce, 
pcNre than half the cost of life which it would occasionv 
In sueh a case, would it not be his clear and indubitable 
i^terest,^ since nothing could be gained by an increased 
ISff^r culture^ ratlier to turn his attention to the improve^ 
ment of the property ; and, instead of adding fifty tons 
of sugar to his crop by a process which must be attended^ 
with loss, and not gain, to endeavour, by the raising of 
abundant food and by other means, to increase his stock 
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i3/C Slaves and cattle, so tbftt he nrigfit hate a liffge tHiOsil 
to iiiake on tbe proprietor for improvemeDts. It' WotiM 
W ttiter fol\y tnr ttiin to throw' away tfte- oapltal of -4lM 
Instate in onproductiYe Itbonri while, 'bj husbfmdiiig^ kai 
iinproTitt^. H^ and hy ^cotlommng his resoiirdes, he niiglli 
prevent tfa6 rain which must Otherwise eome npon hiio« 
And if he should puitee this wise course; If, instead of 
hjai4ng lidded during^ the years of his lease, fifty tons of 
s^gw^ anAualiy to his already unproductive crop, ek an ex- 
p«ns^ of fifty or one hundred Slaves,, for whom he wouM 
have ultimately to pay.; be httd rather diildinished bfs suga^ 
trifpi while, by Bis care and humane attentions, he had 
a(ided fifty or one hundred l^'egroes tortife popuiatiofi of 
164^ estate, whose value he would have to receive, he woiilA 
oblriously be an immense gainer. Such would be naturally 
and almost necessarily the course of things prescrtbcfd by 
Mr 'prices. . High prices, on the contrary, would haute 
enabled him to- gain largely by an opposite course ; namely^ 
bjr 6v^working and kilthig his Slaves; * ' 
« 'But aftbougb the case which has now been stated of ff 
lesfee^, may make the operation of high . &ud tow pricei^ 
M'the condition bf the Slaves, considered as instrumenta 
of>pfoJSt> more obvious r yet there is, in point of fa6^ 
nothing which really distinguishes the case of a lei^see 
iVoto that of a proprietor wiio occupies his own estate. If 
be ^aii gain only fiOO/. by increasing his crop,: while, ia 
ddftM;" lia, he sacrifices 600/. worth of Slaves and cattle, he 
Wilt^haVe fittie inducement to pursue such a course.* Biit 
if,' in consequence of high prices, he can gain, by the 
iraiaie sacrifice, four or five times its amount, the tempta* 
tibn then becomes very powerful; and it might op^rftfi^ 
'ev^n more^ injuriously iu the case of a p^oprietbr than iv 
timt of U' lessee, as the former would not be liable to the 
same scrutiny, respecting the decrease of his Slates, widi 
tfit^-Iatterr, and might therefore consult his mere mieteM- 
irithf less risk of exposure. . ^ > 

• ' A '{Perfectly anala^us effect is produced in tHs ocmiWfj', 
^fi the boihfort and lives of post-horses/ by any sudden^ 
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viae} in-theigaias of posting' in a particolar district; more 
e^pectaUy if a farther supply ot horses can: with^difficuity 
ba^prociivdd. A like effect, it is well known; takes place 
with respect^ to'^ thjB .wear and tear of mauufactnring ma»r 
cfaiaery, in corisequeoce of an increased demand of the 
article it is' eoiplojred in fabricating. 
,; It; is not the- intedtion of the Committee to press thii^ 
argument in any unfair or invidious manner. There niay 
be jNToprietors of West- Indian, estates wha would rather 
Ipse Ifirgely by their Slaves than exact from them an UDdue 
degree of labour. Such cases, however, cannot be con- 
sidered as' aQecling the. general argument* The great 
mass of West-Indian proprietors are speculators, who have 
iny.ested their mOney in West-Indian property solely with 
a: view td: gain, and wha are necessarily guided in their 
conduct by the same comtneroial principles which operate 
in eveiy otfier department of productive industry; Here, 
however, the instruments of production are sentient beings^ 
reduced to the condition of mere machines; and it is net 
1,0 be woi^dired at. that in such circumstances they should 
share the common fate of other instruments of production,* 
Hfhether they be cattle or machinery. The guilt and dis* 
credit of such a revolting condition of human society ber 
longs to the State which suffers it to exist far more than to^ 
the individuals who administer it. 

The; Committee do not mean to argiie that Slaves may* 
Bot;be wretchedly used,- apd: cruelly oppret^sed, when prices 
are low, and their labour comparisttively unproductive. It 
is.not in hvulian' n^tu^e that the possession of .such an 
uncontrolled despotic poNiver; as that which is possessed 
byvtbe-45(Dlpmi|l m^ftte^ <^r his foohdsman should not be 
8i>U9ed. But w^t. they Qiean to aflSrm, and what thcty 
tlunk thcfy have pvOycgd/ is, Aat the tendency of low prioefs 
ifl^ ta relieve^ the tebottfi ^aod to promote the increiise and 
es^s^pation, pt t^ ^lavie ; while thel^lid^ncy.of :h]gb> 
• prides •»' to; iiti9iulate/lb#. master to irefh if^^b^oM, m^ 
Ix^ren^^r the eiMnoipa^on- of the Sk^^ d|||Qult< . . 
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The; advocatei of the West-IadiaQ system argue ttei 
ynmtny implicitly nly on the interest of tbei ttiaster foi' tte 
WfiU*being and preseiratien of tbe SIa^«, that Slate bein^ 
his pfoperty. '' It is so denrly his interest/' fhejr iiay^ 
'' to be humane, that you require nd otheir guarantee.- 
Bat, in the case of high prices, it faasbecivi shewn, tUf 
the. master's pecuniary interest may be in direct opposition 
to the claims of komanity* It then may become bis iMttMi 
ia exact from the Slave an increased quanftty of labolii^, at 
tbehaaardi and eren to the extennTe destrtietian, of health 
andJife* 

.,,fint how doea it happen, it may be asked, that, in the 
eaae of llie West^Indian labourer, all the recognised prin^ 
aiples of political economy- should be thus strangely re* 
▼ers^? In this country, an increased dismand for Cotton^ 
■uinufactores, for example, causing of course a^i increase 
of price, produces the most beneficial results to the labour- 
Mrs empl^«d. in that branch of manufactur^i. How hap^ 
pens it then that an increase in the pried of sugar do^ 
notprodooe, to the West- Indian labourer who cultirates i^ 
the like advantages ? 

^ ' The cause of the difference is obvioas : the one is a 
firman, the other is a Slave. The increased demand in 
thecase43f the- freeman produces an increase in the rate 
of his wages. In the case of the SlaYe, it Ufay prodYfCie 
indifed a destructive increase in the rate of the labour 
eitact^ irom- bim: -but Slates receive no wages; ihet' 
ibere^re Aerlve no benefit, but, on the contrary, an i^ 
fVi^atMili cf th^ utieompMsated t6il, h^ the ia^eased de^^- 

^^Mttd'^fiir the prtiduce of their labour. 
V ^Pbe free lti[>e«irer» in like manner, may suffer fk>m low* 
jiteesi either by- the diminished rate of iiis In^ges, of by 
Us being thrown oat of Work, fiat what ddes the ^i% 
iuflbr by beitig thrown out of wnik? W&irt diMidvantt^e 
dan 4t%e to him that the produce ^'his labotir is n^^te 
^^aifid, untessr we 6uastt^^ the mastoid to hinder' htm^^ 
^ that iaeijonM,- fi^tai eitftl^ bk pre^fi^ gi^ntt^*^ 



iatmef^j^ afid to oblige him to ^t dovn-aiidf starve in ioae^ 
tiop daiiog ^ tim^ whiipjb the lnw allots to him for the 
raising, of food' 

,v 'The West Indiaps, it to true* assert, tiiat^ if prices sbooU 
falli the Skives most starve^ and this ls» hi particular, ibm 
l^pguage whji^b ha^ been b^d by the Assembly of Jamaica. 
9ut in what w$iy are low prices io operate in prodaciBg 
this effect? The food bf the field Stayes in thai tslaud 
is raised entirely by their own hands, on the portion of 
ground allotted to them for that purpose, and ealliyated 
daring tbatfragment of their time (ftbout one ithirteentb part 
of the whole) which is -specially assigned diem by law^ 
Is It, then» by depriving tbe Slaves of the land ivhieb bad 
been set apart for their subsistence, and which tba ownet 
himself has now less temptation than ever to oeiDupy^ that 
starvation is to e^sue? Or is it by depriving them, w^i^ 
out any assignable object for so doifig^ of the scanty port 
Uon of time which the law allows them for cultivating their 
aUotments ? Jf aot, how is it possible for them to starve? 
XiDW prices of Sugar cUnnot make the land tess fit than it 
was before to produce the food of the Nej^oes, or tite 
Blaves lesji capable of tilling it, if only the time be eon* 
linu^d to tk/^vo^ That^ when pijces are high an^sagar^r 
planting gainful» the planter may be tempted to violate the 
law, by abridging the tam^ and land allowed to his Slaves^ 
in order to^alargehis crops^ is conceivabts^ But it is not 
^onceivd>le that he should do so gratuitously^ wilbout any 
possible prefit, and even when it is dearly contrary to his 
puterest. The tendency of a low price of sugcur is obvt^ 
Qusly to thf ow his inferior lands at l^aiH out of enlture, and 
tp jnfluce him to direct a larger share iMitb of land atfd 
IfiboQf to the growth of provisions^ or of some other artieia 
of exportable produce than $i%s»r ;— -and, whatever artids 
fHkaf be substituted for it| the^ change must operate ats a 
falieflotb^ Slaves; the cuUure of sugar biHng by farlthe 
most cq[>pnsMv0 branch of colonial husbandry. 

Enough has been said to explain the grounds on which 
the Committee are disposed to regard the West- India 



ttonopbly, and the bounties and protecting dtities^by whieii 
itis.upheld, as eminently tnjarious to the Slave, and. as 
aggravating by its effects the various hardships .of his 
condition. It would not be difficult to strengthen this 
conclusion, to which the reasonings of the Comtnittee have 
inevitably led them, by an. appeal to facts which shew that 
the loss of slave life, in the different colonies, bears, if not 
an exact, yet a sufficiently remarkable, proportion to the 
comparative share which they obtain of the bounties and 
protecting duties on sugar* 

The Bahamas grow no sugar: they consequently. enjoy 
no share of the bounties and protecting duties on that 
article. The increase of the population of .the Bahamas 
is, however, very considerably greater than in any other 
colony. It ' may be estimated at upwards • of ^ two and a 
half per cent* per annum, being about the rate of increase 
among the Slaves in the United States. ;; 

The only other coloiiy of Great Britain in which there is 
any^ increase of the Slaves is Barbadoes;- and that is the 
colony (with one exception) - which makes the smallest 
quantity, of sugar in proportion to its numbers, and enjoys 
of course the smallest share of the* public . money. The 
increase > appears to amount to about one and one tenth 
per cent, in three years, or a little more than one third per 
jcent. per annum. In 1821 the Slave population amounted 
to about 79,000 ; but the quantity of sugar which was im» 
ported thence, into Great Britain in that year amounted 
only to 180,000 cwt., being at the rate of two cwt.and 
a . quarter for each Slave*. This is the only • British 
Sugar Colony an which there is not an annual decrease of 
the Slave population ; and it will be found that, with one ex- 
ception, the -proportion of Sugar which the Others pro- 
duce is far greater than it is in Barbadoes. 

St. Christopher's appears to have had a population in 
1821 of 20,000 Slaves. Its export of Sugar in that year 
amounted to- about 90,000 cwt.,- being at the rate, of four 
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*: On Rii average, of several yean, it is. nearly .tbree .cwt foreacli. 
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cwt. and a half for each Slave. . Ita rate of tUcreau waa 
about one third per cent, per annum. 

The population of Jamaica in 1821 was about' 340,000. 
The sugar exported from, it was about 1|770»00& cwt.^ 
being at the rate of not quite five cwt. and a quarter per 
Slave. In this island the decrease appears to have . been 
proceeding at. the rate of nearly one half per cent, p^ 
annum. 

The population of St Vincenfs, in I82I9 was. about 
34,450. The quantity of sugar which was imported thence 
into Great Britain in that year was 216,000 cwt., or neariy 
eight cwt. and three quarters for each Slave. The 
decrease appears to have been proceeding there at the 
rate of one and a half per cent, per annjum. 

The population of Grenada in 1821, was 25,700. The 
quantity of sugar which was exported thence in that year 
was 184,500 cwt., or at the rate of upwards of seven cwt. 
per slave. The decrease appears to have been proceed- 
ing there at the rate of two per cent, per annum. 

Tobago, in 1821, exported about 109,000 cwt. of 
sugar. The population in .that year, was 14,600 : its pro- 
duce therefore was at the rate of seven cwt. and a half of 
sugar for each Slave,, and its decrease appears to have 
been proceeding at the rate of three per cent, per annum. 

Between the years 1815 and 1821, Demerarahad moK^ 
than doubled its export of sugar. In the. former year, it 
was only 234,000, cwt.; in the latter, 536,500. In 1824, 
it had increased to 616,000. The very change to sugar 
from other articles must have pressed hard upon the 
Slaves. In 1821, its population was about 77,000. The 
rate of its production of. sugar in .that year,. therefore,, was 
upwards of seven cwt. for each Slave: and in 1824 it had 
increased to . eight cwt. . for each . Slave. Tl^e rate,.of 
jdecrease:,in Demerara during that period has been aboiit 
three p^ cent, per annum. 

..The rapid, extension of the joppressive. culture, of sugiur 
in Ahe. pIac€t.of other. articles.. not requiring. the. same .in« 
tensity of muscular. exertion,i>aid.ed. by the inequality of the 
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•eves iHiielipreviBiB thete, has probably quiofceoed the pvo* 
gresfl of depopnlatioD in Demeiprft. ^ 
/If "tin popolatioii retnriw of ^tiie West IufdifS'. were 
ptfffect;'iibQ-if we bad a reglilar aial aeauffate aeffOBntdtf 
tb^ tramrfer of r Slaves feom ope ulahHt to abeiheiy.ttii 
aboVe statenents yrmM pmbably dadhrge soiie .anodK* 
fief tion* At least^ we st(oold be better able to f^esoaait tbr 
the present apparent inequalities in the decrease ofthoae 

^ : Bat with all tie snppeseabbt inperfeetba pf these detdti; 
IB it possible daboij^ te reriew tbeot writhoot the aiiosl 
entire oeaViction of the pemiqfious effects prodoced* on 
like happiness, and comfort of the Slaves ia the British' 
Colonies, by thebomrties and protecting diities on Sngtr? 
In the Bahamas/ where no sugar is grown, ibcf 'SlaVes 
inerease^they ittciease rapidly! In Barbadoesy'wbenr 
tbe proportion of sugar to the populatibn^is leist/thtqr 
increase; theiigh in a snail degree. " In St. Kittfa and 
Jamaica/ where the proportion of sng^r is greater thlEiDia 
Barbadoeii, there is a considerable thongh not sq laige a 
decrease as in Stv Vincent, Grenada^ Tobago; atld Dem&- 
riura, where tbd proportion of sugar isthelargM^st - There 
the' decrease proceeds at a much mdre rapid itateri at 
a rate, in some of them^ which would aapeoide the; eardi 
in iialf a century: 

' We' hav!0^ready adverted to thepemieidnr^effects of 
StaVery in 'so perverting aH the ofdiaary' Offsets of .high 
'pcices, that what is a source^ of benefit to free Iabourier% 
iacreasiiig ibeir comfor(:s wnd augvientiiig ti^ir ;numfaara, 
proves a source of oppresnoa, fnifeiy,. and' death to; 'tkfe 
Slaves. In like manner, one of the mosit valuaUe blessings 
i&f aboantifui Providence, the natural fertility of the iK>ilv is 
converted/ by the malign iniueace of Slaveiy; into :a 
bitter ^urse. Tbivbfit oth^ cause can we attribifte ^it^ 
that, in the poorest colony of the West ladies, that. 4€ 
the' Bahamas, iand- where* ti^^faantity ef prodnoe coepi^rled 
is the least»' the increase of the pbpnlation idioald preeeed 
at the rapidrrate of two^^Md a^half to three per ee^t. per 



«Nnil»4 that «ividii^iil fiarblrfbldfir, mbi6h *is tli^ moil ittp6^ 
verbhed of Hi^ 8ttg«i^ GdldkW,tb^^ Abdul J b^ ati itlore«»« 
ofv^^one tbMpair odHt j>e» Mmttn ^ aifid tMt in betferani, 
pMsesmii^ the ri^hWiit 4i<lil iA the VttUt IMieuyahd 'wtieVer 

gmimU 4te i^<»t^itfidn i$b0idtfiteo^<M^6 At fll^ terrifie lr«i<d 
of tbree i»«lr e^^l^^a^aiiQaiki? Oaii any fiMhei' proo^bd 
#ailtmg of 4liJe ^ditidii ilhicih «b^Coiiniiitt6e midertddlt to 
efttaMuh; H^On^lj^, tbi^t hij^fc- priced of pfcklaoe are most In" 
jurioim to iSio eoHifbrf and iJi^dl-boing of the I^IaTO' pdpti- 
Utioo ; dfid ihAt tb^bfdi^ tbe btiUiitief^ a)fid proteetip^ 
dtitioi by wfaiob a factkious elevatioA is ^iven to thoiie 
prioos, and eyon the snp^tior natnratilfertUity of the soA, hiivd 
afllitalai»d dciadly influente in aggraTatingiheirsttSering^. 

But still it will be argoed^ that, stipploring all this ia 
be true, the abolitibn of the botinties an^ protecting duties 
must issae in the roin of the planters. IJP, with all the sup- 
port utrbich thesfe afford theitiy tiier find it scarcely possible 
to keep themselves from sinking, their utter ruin must be 
tbe inevitable consequence of withdrawing that sdpport. 

Nol^, although it is toomuch.to require tbot thepecudiary 
hiteretrts of 1600 or 1800 sugar planters should be allowed 
to eoaie into -competition widi the comfort, tbe health, the 
liberty, and the lives of j^en or eight hiindred thousand 
kunton beingsy und Witb the clear interests of the whole 
edmmunUydf the British Empire ; aitd although thefacts of 
the case leave no room for hesitation as io the expediency, 
nay as to the absolute necessity, of putting an end to ikis 
most impolitic^ inbumian, and unchristian system ; yet the 
Committee- will not object td meet their opponents, eved 
on thii» ground. c ^ 

They have already adverted to the large sum whibh is- 
paid td tiie sugar planters, by the people of this cooHtrj^^ 
ov^ and above the fair fitice of their sdgari. It anioilntii 
by the operation of the bounty, independenfly ef the pro^ 
teetthg' daty, teaiiout eae milHiim ti^ htodred tbeusatatf 
pbiibd^. l>r nearly tdk iayerage of YDOf. a year io each tng^ 
pUuiter. |70ir t&ts paymetit bas all Ito woMt dmrabt^ciiti^^^ 
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of 1^ poor's rate.- Ititf compotiH>ry ;-^-aif d it is paid to tiioBe' 
who iiiott oloarty oaght to provide for tbemdelTes. It there-; 
fore maybe expected to produce all; the injorioiis' effects 
on the ; recipioits whichy when we look'arodnd os, we 
see to* flow from iil' administered parochial relief in this 
conntry. It is, in shorty a system of panperism'on a large 
scale, attended' with all the evils of pauperism. Tholie 
evils have been stated by a Committee of the House of 
Commons to bejn the case of the paupers^ a want ofe!&ier- 
lion and sel^dependence, recklessness of the futare. im- 
providence, waste/profligacy, &c; &c.; and, as it respects 
the pablicy unceasing and insatiable demands for farther 
aid. ' Instead of looking for help to their Own industry and 
economy, and to a reformation in their plans of life, they 
throw themselves on the eleemosynary; bounty of the pub- 
lic. Those who know what has been the state of West- 
Indian interests, daring the last fifty years, will easily see 
bow aptly, and in how many points, the parallel applies. 
And perhaps, of all the misfortunes which; have attended 
West*Indian speculators, none have been more fatal to 
their prosperity, and more pregnant with evil, even in a 
pecnniary point of view, than the success which has attend- 
ed their olamoroos' importunity for public aid. They have 
overlooked, like the sturdy beggar, the means of relief 
within their own power, in order to draw an easy, though^ 
unsatisfactory and precarious provision, from the weakness 
and credulity of others. * 

But for this, would it have been possible that the West 
Indies should have continued in that low and wretched 
state of improvement which they nt>w exhibit; — that the 
miserable hoe, raised by the feeble hands of men and 
women, driven forward by the cartwhip, should still be 
their only instrument in turning up the soil, to the neglect 
of cattle and machinery ; — that all modern improvements 
in husbandry should be almost unknown ;-»*»that one unva« 
rying course of exhausting crops should be pursued with- 
out , change or relief ;«-^and that in a climate congenial to 
tfiem the population should continue progressively' and 
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rapidly to decrease? Thestf and many otter pointgtbat 
taighi be mentioned are fatal aaomaiies, whicb cau oaty 
be accounted far by the witberitig* iitflaefice of Slavery 
find of the factitious aid by whicb it is tjpbeld id all its aa- 
mkitigated malignity* How different would have been th« 
state of things in our Colonies, had a different course beM 
i^urstied ! How difleretit would soon be their state^ and 
this i^ now a far mor^ important consideration, if they 
#e're driven to depend on their owtt resonrces, and if tbey 
^ere released from the injurious effects of that pampering 
add protecting system which has hitherto kept them iroiff 
ail effective efforts at improvement! 
' Such being the deliberate views of the Ck)mmittee, thej^ 
hail with satisfaction* the intention which bas been an^ 
nonnced by the Oovernment of so regulating, in the course^ 
df the nett year, the drawback or boffnty on sugar as to re- 
doce; to about onte half of its preseift amodnt, the advan-* 
tag€f which the West Indians now derive from that source^ 
They hail it, however, rather as an indication of a change 
of policy, than on account of the benefit that will flow frokn^ 
ft. Whife the protecting duty of 10s. per cwt. is con- 
tinued, the evil of the present system will not be praeti-^. 
cally lessened. Nothing short of the removal of all proted^ 
tion of the produce of slave labour, against competitiotf 
with the produce of free labour, can effectually reform it 

But to return to the case of the planters— ^Tbe Com' 
foittecf have already on various occasions shewn, that if 
tbere be truth in history, or any certainty in political 
science, the downfal -of the present system^ and of the^ 
i^estrictive laws which maintain it, would prove benefioiaf 
to n^ne more than to the Colonists themselves. On this* 
subject, therefore, they can only now repeat in brief their 
former statements. 

* Their cultivation of sugar then is at present a forted 
dtiftivation, which must ever he- a hnzardous and expensiver 
process, and can only be supported by af monopoly pHeeV 
bolh higb^d pemrahent The first eWedi of'the removals 
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ef re^trictioiM wodU be, that the colonkt would be io-^. 
eluded ta wthdraw frdin sugar oultivatiou (which is at once 
the most exhausting ' to the soil, and the most oppressive 
to the Slave of any) bis inferior soils, and to employ thenv 
in pasture, or m the growth of other articles of a less one- 
rous ' description. By reserving' his best soils only for 
sugar, its remunei^ating price would be lowered, and his 
profits of course raised.. But the necessity of the case 
would, force upon him other improvements^ He would 
be obliged to become resident. That curse of the West 
Indies, a non-resident proprietary, would cease ; the heavy- 
cost of agency would be saved ; the ruinous effect aris- 
ing from the unfaithfulness and disobedience of agents, 
frustrating eyery designed amelioration, would bestoppedy 
the plough and various other articles of machinery would 
then be brought into use, and would both lessen the ex- 
pense of culture and lighten the htbour of the Slaves. It 
is quite astonishing that the plough should not have beea 
adopted in* the West Indies. This, in common with manjp 
other evils of the system,, is owing to Slavery. If an^ 
English farmer was obliged to keep, during the whole^ 
year, all the hands he required for harvest, lie too might 
be tempted to occupy them in turning up the soil with the 
boe, instead of employing cattle and machinery in this 
branch of husbandry. No people pretending to civiliza- j 

tion have ever discarded the plough, excepting the colo- 
nial slaveholders.. Its adoption by them into general use 
could not fail to produce the most beneficial results- 
Cattle would bo more generally employed. A change of 
crops, a better system of manuring, and a better system 
of general management, would follow ; and the soil, instead 
of gradually deteriorating, as now, would be gradually im- 
proved. In his altered circumstances, the planter would feel 
the necessity of making the culture of provisions, and tberais* 
^ing of cattle and live stock, a principal object of attention. 
He Would feel the necessity also of ^ relieving, the women, 
from that constant and oppressive drudgery of field labour 
which smites tiiem with barrenness and abridges their 
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• ives. He would allow them to pay an adequate share of 
attention to their children and their domestic concerns 
fie woald introdace a variety of economical and moral 
improvements, which are obviously practicable, and under 
the influence of which the West Indies could not fail 
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rapidly to improve. The population would increase; and, 
as they increased, their condition would gradually approach 
to that of free labourers. The property of the planter would 
bene longer estimated by the number of his Slaves, who 
would sink in value, and whose mapumission would, be- 
bome rapidly progressive, but by his )and, which, as popu- 
lation multiplied, would proportionably rise in value; and 
eventoally his income might be derived, not from the un- 
certain results which attend the present unnatiiral state of 
things, but from a land rent paid by Black or White farmery 
managing their own concerns. The West Indies would 
then be able to compete in the sale of their produce with 
any other country in the world ; and the West^Indian 
planter would find the improvement of his income to keep 
pace with the progress of those reforms, which would, at the 
same time, most effectually promote the happiness, and exalt 
the moral and social condition of his unhappy bondsmen. - 
. It is vain; however, to expect, that, while the West 
Indies maintain their monopoly, and are thus protected 
against the competition of free labour, a single effectual 
step will be taken in the career of reformation. Other ex* 
pedients therefore must be resorted to, if Parliament should 
refuse to abolish the restrictive system ; such as the com- 
pistition of free labour, in every <)ase where it can be em* 
ployed with sufiBcient advantage to overcome, by means of 
iacreased skill, the protection granted to islave labour;— and 
the substitution of the use of the produce of free labour for 
that of slave labour in every case where it can possibly be 
effect€|d. . . • 

But on these various means of prosecuting their object 
the Committed have already , enlarged in their circular 
address of the 9th of February last, to which they refer 
the meeting. They observe since that time the formation' 
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of a conamercial association, ooder t)iep0i|i6 uf th^Tropioi^l 
Free-Ul^oar Company, the objects of wi|ich are in porfecl 
accordance with the , vi^ws of the CommiUe^, a«d . (o 
wbich they canpot therefore but wish saccess. . . 

In. the mean time, hqweyer, thje Slaves aire suBeriiif aod 
perishing. The depopulation of onr Colonies ia^ prqcee^^ 
fng at a rate which can be explaji^ed on no pripc(iple b»t 
ihat of the severity of ttieir treatment. They ^till Ifibpor 
pnder the whip without wages* They are still c^atteUv 
They are still not the subjects of law, (ipt of ipdi.vidsttl 
caprice* They are still wjthpnt. any dyil pr poUtioal 
fights. £vpn their marriages are still uns^nptioaed ar>4 
unprotected by finy legal recognitipn. Tiieir .evideace.is 
ftill genfirally ina^tnissible. Their mannmi^sioQ is still 
pbstrnpted : and, pyen after beiqg. madf) free, they era 
ftillli^bl^ to be reduced again to Slavery |f unable to prot 
j^uce proof of frc»edpm. Thp master may still, sell o| 
(riin^fer tbiom at bis pleasure, without any regard, to family 
ties.. Qe alone still regulates the measure of their labmri 
their food, and their punishment. He may atill brand tbemi 
frb^ther nien or women, in any part of their bodies, with ^ 
Jie^ted ijpn ; conBne tbem in the stoqks ; load them with 
ighains; ytrip them naiked, and cartwbip them at his 
pleasure. I{e may still deprive them of half their nigbt'l 
l^st, and leave them no alternative, with respect to the 
employment of Sunday, but that of toiling for their subf«$^. 
|;ence» or carrying their produce to market; and he may 
still shut them out from the means of religioua instruction^ 
He may thus, and in a variety of other, ways, make .''th^r 
lives bitter with hard bondage/' 

But we are told, that all this power of inflicting evf|» 
which it oanaot be denied is possessed by the poloni^l 
master, is notabused. The Slaves, we are told, are Iba 
happiest of beings. They are better off, in short, thaii 
the English peasant. But, besides the utter abaordity of 
supposing that power, enjoyed by such persons aad under 
such circumstances as exist in colonial society, sbnold nOt 
lie abused (for tbis would be to suppose West IndiAils to 
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\>0mf»h aa4 not mw), we bitve ouly to look to tbo fadi 
of the case as tbey stand in ei^idoQce. Tbe Committea do 
«0t now mem to enter into tbair detail, qqt U it neoessai-y : 
4hey are too well known to require any renewed specificai 
tiont To one single fact, however, tbey will refer; a fact 
whiob cannot be qoestioned, which n quite conolusive, aiid 
wliicb therefore soper&ede^ the necessity of addncing any 
other of those multiplied proofs of the inbufiianity of the 
system that are before the world ;-^ they mean the extra* 
ordinary decrea&e of the Slave population in our colonies, 
la what way bat one can it be accounted for that, wlrile, in 
all other situations, and in all other circumstances^ the Afri^ 
can race rapidly increases its nombers ; in the Slave coio^- 
niea of the European powers, and there alone, it should not 
increase, but on the contrary decrease ; and that in our own 
polonies it should dcrcease in proportion to the extent of 
that spepies of cultivation which we stimulate by our bounv 
ties and prgtepting duties ? Is it pe^sible, under thes6 
pircDm»taqces, that the nation can consent that these rer 
^trlctions should be continued ? 

Bqt it will be said, perhaps, that^ although the decrease 
pf the Slave population in oqr coluaial possessions cannot 
he denied^ yet we hav^ no reason to suppose that ip a state 
Af freedom the Negroes would b^ better off. " They would 
<ieglect," we are told, '* all cultivati<>n> They would fall into 
greater disorders than any which now prevail among them. 
Their licentiousness would be still more unrestrained. They 
would be the victims of petty feuds and lawless anarchy : 
and they would ev^n have cause to regret their former 
#Ute of bondage." ©ut even granting all this to be 
^ true as it might be shewn to be false, yet why, at ie^st, 
piay not our Slavey in the West Indies increase 9s fast as 
^e Slaves ia the United States? There, the hwa are iq 
Jheir letter even more harsh than in our own islands^ 
Still the system is praeticaUy so much more mild and 
b^ffi^ne ;~th9 Slaves, in short, are so much better fed, as 
W^M m mor^ l^nieut^ tr«atfid, that they inorease at the rate 
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of two imd a half per cent, per anDum ; while, in our eblo- 
nies, they decrease materially^ 

If, however; we prefer to instiUite a comparison of the 
progress of popalation among oar Slaves with its progress 
among AfricaaSy or the descendants of Africans, in a 
state of freedom, we shall find the result equally opprobri- 
ons to the British colonial system, and eqaally confirmatory 
of its- extreme practical harshness. The Committee have 
idready had occasion to meaition the riy id aagmentation, by 
nataral increase, oif the Maroons of Jamaica, and of the 
free Black and Coloiired classes throoghoiit the Colonies ; 
an augmentation that has been proceeding in the very 
oudst of iEi Slave popalation, of their own kind. and colour, 
i^hich has, daring the same time, been rapidly diminishing. 

The Committee havenow a still more conclusive instance 
to adduce: it is the cskse of Hayti, the population of which 
consists exclusively of Blacks, or of the descendants of 
Blacks. In Hayti, be it observed, there are neither boun- 
ties nor protecting duties ; and all its expenses, civil and 
military, are defrayed from its own resources. Yet what 
is the history of the population of Hayti ? In 1790, it was 
estimated at'' from 450,000 to 500,000, for the French 
part ; and at from B0,0()0 to 100,000 for the Spanish part. 
During the sanguinary Revolution which followed, and the 
civil wars to which that Revolution gave birth, and above 
all during the exterminating attack made upon them by 
3oo&parte, it b supposed, on probable grounds, that the 
population must have diminished by about 200,000 indivi- 
duals. Agreeably to this estimate, the population is stated; 
in the Appendix to Mr. Bryan Edwards's History of the 
West Indies, (a work deemed authoritative in matters 
of mere statistical information), to have been reduced; 
IB 1805, to about 400,000. If this account is at all to 
be-relied upon as correct, then, during the twenty years of 
tranquillity which have since elapsed, has the population of 
that island augmented with a rapidity to which a parallel 
is scarcely to be foudd in any part of the globe. A census 
pf the inhabitants was taken b^ the'Haytiai!i Govemin^Qt 
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\a the eoorse of the last year< The official retorni, which 
are. given io. detidl, exhibit aii aggpregate population of 
085,000, being 638,000 more than it was estimated to be, 
in 1805, by the editor of Mr* Brjaa Edwards's History ; or 
an increase of 188 percent, in twenty years. The regular 
troops, kept on foot for the defence of Hay tian liberty against 
French aggression, are stated to be 45,620, and the. na- 
tional guards 113^28^ But whatever may have been the 
inaccuracy in the estimated population of 1805; suppose 
it to have been 500,000, instead of 400,000; still, the 
increase is most astonishing, and, when it is compared witk 
the rapid decrease among the Slaves in the neighbouring 
island of Jamaica, it can only be resolved into the blessing 

of Freedom on the one hand, and the curse of Slavery 
on the other. ^ 

But then, in reply to all this, it is said,that the NegroesV 
when they become free,^will not work; that the exports 
from the West Indies will therefore greatly diminish ; that 
all industry and exertion will be at an end ; and that they 
will merge agiain into the state of savages. 

But, to console us under this alarm, let us look again to 
Hayii. There the Slaves were to the full as depressed 
as our Slaves now are, and nluch more ignorant They have 
been engaged also in a struggle for liberty through a long 
protracted period of blood and desolation, of confusion and 
anarchy. Twenty yearfi of sanguinary conflict of the 
most barbarizing description, sometimes with foreign^ 
solnetimes with domestic enemies, were little calculated 
to train them to habits of industry, or to the arts of peace. 
And yet what do we witness in their case t They have 
contrived,. In the period which has since elapsed, at least 
to maintain themselves without any foreign aid. Though it 
was necessary, and still unhappily is necessary, to keep a' 
large portion of the ablest and most active labourers under 
arms, (who are of course sustained by the labour of the 
rest,) their own exertions have alone ministered t6 thefr 
subsistence, as well as defrayed the entire expenditure of the' 
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State. Tbiay baVe tidf only ahundaatly sfTpplied tkeir 
wttdts by their own laboar, but they bare nearly, if liot 
BtoriB tban, doubled tbetr nambers in twenty years. Aiit^ 
while they have done this, they bare been adtancing tut 
intelligence, reispectability, and wealth. Schools hare been 
mnltipHed among them ; knowledge has been widely dif^ 
fvsed ; the arts of dvilized life have been ctrttivated ; the 
reign of order and law has been established ; security has 
been given to property ; and industry, having its rewarcf, 
has been progtessiveiy extending its boundaries. 

But, in 1^eply to this, we are gravely told that the Haytians 
export no sugar. This is the dark spot in their conditiony 
for which nothing can compensate in the eye of a colonial 
partisan. They may Uve in comfort; they may be welf 
fed and well clothed ; they may multiply their population ;. 
they may be free^ powerful, united and happy ; but all this 
Affords no satisfaction since they do not cultivate stigar, 
and cultivate it in gangs, under the ^ip, as in the English^ 
islands. And, yet, that they labour sufficiently to supply 
all their reasonable wants is evident from this, that ther 
value of foreign merchandize imported into Hayti in tt^ 
year 1822, and consumed there (the whole of which must 
have been paid for by the produce of Haytian labour) 
amodttted, by the official returns of that island, to tfafeer 
millions sterling. 

The Committee, before they quit the subject of Hayti, 
6eg to acquain^t the Meeting, that a plan is now in progress,* 
which promises to produce the happiest effects, for removing 
the Black and Coloured population of the United Stated' 
fo that island. About six thousand individuals of this 
class, being the number to wlich the experiment of the 
first year was limited, have eagerly, and without hesitation, 
embraced the liberal proposals of the Haytian President, 
and are now settled in that free and fertile island. It is 
expected that means will soon be adopted for receiving 
annually a much larger number^ and thus opening in Haiti- 
an asylum in which the whole. Negro and Coloured poptila^ 
tibn of the United States may at length find liberty and resf. , 
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But su{>pt>suig^ the 'worst anticipations of tbie V^est 
Indians to be realized, and that tbe exports from the West 
Indies should -diminish in consequebce of eman<MpAtion — 
yfhat then ? Will that lessen the comfort, or retard the 
improvement or the increase of the population'^ The, very 
reverse would be the effect; and as' for any deficieney in 
our imports thence, it 'will be abundantly supplied at a 
cheaper rate from other quarters; if, hawever,. proof 
were wanting of the industry which the emancipated sous 
of Africa maybe e^pectedto exert, *^i have only to look 
at the. state of the free Bktck and Coloured population in 
our own Colonies. They are there a contemned aijd 
degraded race, labouring under numerous disabilities 
which leave them free but in name. Their efforts are cramped 
and limited by. oppressive regulations^ aod they are ex- 
cluded from all public employment either civil or military* 
Let their education, their intelligence,* their respectability, 
their property, be what it' may, they are shut out from 
exercising tbe most ordinary rights of citizenship, even the 
right of sitting on juries,.or of voting as freeholders. With 
them the very lowest White disdains to associate, says Mr. 
Edwards, and " holds it an abomination even to eat bread." 
And yet, labouring under all these muUipiied disabilities 
and discouragements, '* tending,*' as the same author justly 
observes, " to degrade them in their own eyes and in the 
eyes of the community," '' to inake them at once wretched 
and useless/' " without motives of sufficient: energy to 
engage them either in the service of their country or in 
profijtable laboiir for their own advantage ; their improve* 
ment in k^iowledge being animated by no encouragement, 
their attachment being received without approbation, and 
their diligence exerted without reward ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing all these disadvantages, what the People of Colour hjave 
actually done to surmount ihem, and to raise themselves in 
the scale of society, has been in the highest degree 
creditable to their character 'apd powers; and affords a liiost 
encouraging earnest of what may be expected ^om them 
nader more auspicious circunstauces^ and when they» sh^H 



y 



43 

be admitted io a fall participatioii in the rif^to of BritiA 
iiabjeotii. 

In the istamd of Trinidad* a full balf of the prqpeitjr is 
«aid to belong to emanoipated Aflricani or th^k di^ge^od- 
ants ; and it has never been charged upon them there,, that 
Vhey are deficient in indnatry and ii^elfigence» or that they 
do not AiKl the |Mrt of good and loyal oitioens. 

In Grenada, the free Black and Coloured inhabitants are 
ttiol^ than three tiaws as numwons as the Whites. Two 
years ago they petitioned the Asaembly fof an extension of 
their civil rights, grounding the claim on their tried loyally, 
their patience and good cenduct, their intelligence and 
respectability, the largeness of their property and of their 
contributions to the revenue of the island, as well as on their 
importance, as a militia, to ita defence and security. In the 
resolutions adopted 1^ the Assembly* in oensequ^nce of 
this petition* dieee efadam to consideratioa are (o}fy :adinil- 
ted* and the persons petkioning are declared to b^ ** a 
respectable, well-behaved class of the community^ and 
possessed of considenMe property in the colony/* 

In Jamaica also, which is now said to contain 40j000 
free Black and Coloured inhabitants, a number, far enne^- 
ing that of the Whites, it is ^y necessary to call for the 
tax-'Tolfe* in order to see bow largely, they cop trihuta to the 
'revenue ef the island, and consequently bow eSii^ien^y 
their industijmuBt be exerted. They all, at tiie least, entirety 
matkttain themselves* and many 4)f them are wealthy^. AaA 
yeX, in Jamaioa* as in other coloniea, they still labour under 
-se^^e disqunlificaticos* and contime to . be a degraded 
and cenlemned race. Indeed* aenroely twelve years have 
jiiased eittoe* in timt island, a. free. Blaek or Persott of 
<>Olour has teen nlto^Md to poaaesa or to inherit more thin 
•MBlMk cwntettcy t or to^ own anl tmvigate li msael ^ -Im 
wnk\ or to ifipear as awitmrnainjoHwiae in whijAaWMte 
fOMon was a par^* ; ( 

lliereisYomethiBg pepnliqiljr Uflgnst anid «rneli& tbf^ ver 
fnsentations frequentfy made Jkjr tbe White Golonii^ii^veo 
'tfmi^ig the tnomUe snAolsneei and netouflpe^. 9f. tba 
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tree JUaok mad Gdbared ftce. Tkey finit 1qa4 tiiwi mik 
disabilities ; tbej axdade them fiom aimost fiif^rfgmfiA 
and honoQpaUe ponait ; they nok them down lato % Ww 
and degraded oaste; they banish them from all elevating 
aaaociatioiis^ diey pursue them with contempt and ignominy ( 
(bey deem them unworthy not merely to aot as jurors, but 
till lately to give evidenoe in couffta of jnstioe. against ft 
Whlte,|a privilege still denied them in some ooloniea; 
they use their arts and their inflttenoe to sednoe tbeijr wo* 
men, and io retain thmn in a state of lawless prostitution ; 
and, haTihg done all thia« they torn ronnd and yilify them 
as proiigate in their oQoduot» and as destitute of industry, 
energy, and talent, beeanse, under this acoumulat^d load 
of oppression, disqualifieation, and debasement, they are 
deficient in energy, and do not rise to the highest, le^vel of 
society. But do not these bar^h and degrading distinctions 
speak more s^ongly and mteUigibly than aU their vitupora^ 
tive statements and declaraUens, the real opinion whioh 
the dominant Whites entertain of that hated race? If 
they did not fear its rivaky, why should they evince all 
this morbid anxiety to pre vent, the fair and unfettered 
development of its powers and capacities of improvement ? 

But the Committee will not dwell longer on these and 
various other topics which invite remark. They have said 
enough to conviaoe the Meeting that the labouxs of the 
Society ate far from being at an end. As yet, in truth, little 
or nothing has been done beyond enlightening, to a certain 
degree, the public mind en this subject, and awakening, they 
trust, the national conasience to a sense of the enormity of 
the evil they have associated to remove. It remains for the 
friends of the African race to employ their beat endeavours 
to iadnee Parliament to redeem its solemn pledge on this 
subject, by adopting effectual measures for carrying Ae 
resolutions of 1828, disregarded and resisted as they have 
been by' the Goloaies, into early and full effect. It will 
also be an important part of their duty to obtain, if possible,. 
the abolitioa of those fiscal regulations which protect the 
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produce of Slave labour against the competitioti . of Free 
labour — ^regulations which, io fact, render the people of 
Great Britain the main upholders of this vicious system. 
And it will be further incumbent on them to aid every scheme, 
which may hold out a fair prospect of success, for attaining 
the same desirable end, by bringing the produce of Free 
labour into competition with that of Slave labour. They 
will be ready, the Committee doubt not, if necessary, to do 
still more, and even to make large pecuniary sacrifices to 
accomplish their great object. Indeed, if we look narrowly 
into the question of compensation, we shall find it far from 
being attended with all those formidable and apparently 
insuperable difficulties with which the exaggerated claims 
of the West Indians have invested it. Mr. Barham 
however, who is not likely to undervalue those claims, and 
who, in some points of view, exceedingly overrates them, 
estimates the annual net income derived by West-India 
proprietors, from their property in the West Indies, at 
2,100,000/. If we suppose this estimiate not to be ex- 
cessive, and value it at sixteen years' purchase, (which, in a 
country where interest is at six per cent., and property 
exposed to much comparative hazard, is a high valuation,) 
it would amount to 33,600,000/. At three and a half per 
cent, this sum would be completely liquidated by a perpe- 
tual annuity of 1,176,000/.; a sum less than wliat the nation 
is now made to pay to the West Indians, in consequence 
of the mode of regulating the drawback on Sugar, inde- 
pendently of the protecting duties, and exclusive of all 
other charges, whether civil or military." What we now 
pay, however, we pay to uphold and aggravate Slavery. 
A less sum, if Mr. Burham be right in bis estimate of the 
annual income of the Colonies; would be sufficient to buy 
oiit the whole system. And even if this were thought too 
large a step to take at once, yet, by the appropriation of 
less than a third of what we now pay, we might redeem 
from their bondage the whole of the female. population, 
and thus extinguish Slavery ina single generation. 

It is impossible at present fully to develop these views. 
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The CiMniiiitteeiM¥e.toached upon them merely to shew 
how easy it would be to get rid of this crael and nDchrish 
tiaa system^ by means which would involve no pecuniary 
loss to. the country, , but rather a gain. And when we 
extend our views, and consider the benefit which must 
accrue, from the abolition of the West-Indian monopoly, 
to the general interests of commerce, both in England and 
in Ireland, as well as in every other part of the British 
dominions, .we must feel convinced that we should soon 
have a most ample reward for any seeming sacrifice we 
might make. 

' In alluding to this subject, we are naturally led to ad- 
vert with gratitude to the indefatigable labours and exertions 
of Mr. Cropper, of Liverpool. A valuable publication of 
his has recently appeared, which clearly shews the con- 
nexion which the abolition of the West-Indian monoply has 
with the improvement of the sister kingdom. 

The Committee regret that so much of the present 
*^ session should have passed before the great question of 

colonial slavery has been fully discussed in Parliament. 
The delay has been unavoidable. Information was called 
for, which has been produced, but not yet printed ; and 
the measures of the parliamentary friends of the cause 
have necessarily and unavoidably been influenced by that 
circumstance. As soon as the requisite information has 
been placed in their hands, no time, it is confidently hoped, 
will be lost in4)rioging the subject under discussion. This 
is all that the Committee can now with propriety say on 
that subject. 

The Committee, before they close their Report, would 
remindthe Meeting, and the friends of their cause through- 
out/the kingdom, of the indispensible necessity of* funds 
to the performance of the duties they have undertaken to 
execute. The diffusion alone of information by means of 
the press, necessarily, occasions a considerable expenditure. 
* The press, however, let it be recoUected, is the grand in- 
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•trtfmwi of napfeii^ hecaoae it is the oidy effectual meaos 
of ^nUgfateoing H^ pablio miod. The Committee tberefora 
weold most earDefltly impress apoo the minds of their 
fneodsi not only in the metropolis, but tbrovgfaont iki$ 
kingdom,, that peenoiary aid is essentialt if they hope to 
see their benoTolent wishes carried into full effeet. They 
would farther press upon them the importance of their emr 
^ting themselves^ each in bis ownsphere^ t» engage the 
earnest attention and the active co^peratiOTi of all whom 
they can influence, and to dififase iftfoimationy by means of 
the books and tracts of the society, among every class of 
the commuaity. On the degree in which the public feel- 
ing is kept alive on this subject, depends, under God^ 
mainly, if not entirely, the final triumph of our efforts« By 
labouring to combine the zeal and intelligence of his vici« 
nage into associations for promoting tiie abolition of sla* 
very, every iadividusd may render a most important service 
to humanity, and become a concurrent instrument in dis- 
pensing unspeakable blessings to millions yet unborn. And 
surely no man who has a spark of lore to his country, and 
who believes that verily there is a God that judgath the 
earthy will refuse to employ his almost powersin forwarding 
thii9 great work, and in contributing to raise the wretched 
Slave from his present state of abject depression, and in« 
tellectaal and spiritual blindness, to light, liberty, and the 
hope of the Gospel. 

There remains one, and only one other topic with which 
the Canunittee will at present occupy the attention of the 
Meeting. It is of course needless to inform them, that 
Mr. Wilberforce has retired from public life. — But on this 
day, selected for ike promotion of objects to which his 
powers of mind and body have been for many years de^ 
voted; — inihisphcep on the w0ih of which the music of 
his tongoe still seems to linger, they eannot replxain 
themselves from pausing, for a mom^it, on his nanie**-*aad 
aotioipatiog the decision which will, in future ages, be 
pronouiiced on bis merits, by the historian ancl the phir * 
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losopher, by the civilized savage and the liberated slave. 
To that wise and sober magnanimity, which no object of 
Tulgar ambition could seduce, which no defeats could dis- 
courage, which no exertions could weary ; — ^to that kindness 
of heart, and gentleness of manner, which disarmed the 
hatred even of rapacity trembling for its plunder and its 
power ; — to that eloquence so simple, so graceful, so pa- 
thetic, so often victorious in the cause of liberty and mercy, 
no praise of theirs can give additional celebrity. They 
are desirous to record, not his services, but their gratitude. 
May the blessing of God, whose debased and violated 
image he has protected and vindicated, accompany him 
to his retreat ! May his declining years, be cheered by 
the affection and respect of an admiring people ! And long, 
very long, before that melancholy day when his country 
shall appoint his place among the tombs of her departed 
statesmen and heroes, and when he himself shall be put 
in possession of his eternal reward, may he have witnessed 
the final triumph of the good cause to which his life was 
consecrated ! 
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At a General Meeting ot the Members and Friends o^ the * 
Society, held at Freemasons' Hall, on l^ednesday, De-^ 
cember 21, 1925, for the purpose of petitioning Parliament 
for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery ; ^ 

William WiLBERFaROB, Esq. in the Chair i 

The Report having been read, it was unanimously Resolved ad 
follows^— 

I. That the substance 6T die Rdpott now read be printed without delaj^ 
lender the reyision of the Committee : and that they be requested to circuhtte 
it as widely as possible, 

'r 

II. That this Me«tini[^ desire to express dieitfialisfiwtion. with the Reso- 
lutions on die subject of Colonial ^veiy, which, on the motion of Mr. Can« / 
tting, were unanimously adopted by Parliament, and which were to the follow- ( 
ifif; effect, namely : — 

" That it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive measures for ame- 
liorating the condition of the Slave population of his Majesty's Colonies. 

That through a determined and vigorous,' but at the^same time judicious 

and temperate, enforcement of such measures, this House lodks forward 

to a progressive improvement in the character of the slave populationv 

such as may prepare them for the participation in those civil rights and . , 

privileges which are enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty's subjects. 

That this House is anxious ibr the accomplishment of these purposes at 
the earliest period diat may be consistent with the wel&re of the slaves 
theme^ves, the welUbeing of the Colonies, and a fair and equitable con- 
sideratidn of the interests of idl pajties concerned therein." 

That this Meeting desire further to express their high sense of the ability 
promptitude, and z^, with which, as appears from EarlBathurst's official cor- 
respondence witn the Colonies, his Majesty's Ministers have laboured to carry 
these Parliamentary Resolutions into effect ; and they deeply lament that the 
opposition of the colonial authorities has hidierto succeeded in almost wholly 
frustrating their benevolent purposes and effoKs. 

That the various official documents on the subject of Slavery, and the treat- 
ment t)f Slaves, recently laid before Parliament by his Majesty's Ministers, afford 
additional and incontestible evidence of the injustice and cruelty of the system 
Of Slavery now prevailing in the Colonies, and render desperate the hope of its 
extinction, orjeveh of its effectual mitigation, without the direct and authorita- 
ti^e interference of the Imperial Legislature. 

That from the same authentic sources of information, this Meeting have 
learnt with regret, though not with surprise, that the Colonial Legislatures 
have either treated the recorded wishes of Parliament, and the beneficient 
recommendations and urgent remonstrances of his Majesty's Government with 
neglect, or have met them with decided opposition; and that even in those 
Colonies where attempts have been made to mune an ameliorated Slave Code^ 
the new enactments manifest the same substantial disregard of th^ most sacred 
principles of justice which characterised the old; that the existing laws, inUieir 
practical administration, evidently afford no efiectual protection to the Slaves, 
and have been made, on many recent occasions, an instrument of the most 
grievous judicial oppression; and that the general treatment of the Slaves con- 
tinues to exhibit the same harsh aiid disgusting effects of the domestic despo- 
tism prevailing in the Colonies, which first excited the indignant feelings of the 
British Public, and which should now lead to a fixed determination, on the 
part of every individual who values British freedom, and the blessings of 
Christianity, to do his utmost to prevent their continuance. 
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That tlSis Mating are further anziouf to record their conviction that this un-^. 
juat and Immoral syBtem, as it exists in the British Colonies, derives great 
support from those commercial regulations, which, by conferring bounties and 
protecting duties on the produce of Sbve Labour, not only materially enhanoa 
Its price to the.Bririsk conaumer, but iqccejiiBe the inisenes of the Slaves, and 
render their liberation Jtiore difficult. 

That if called upon by Parliament to contribute to the same, or even 
to a laij^r extent, for the purpose of eztingui^ng Slavery, than tfaev now 
pay for its support^ this Meeting would dieerfully obey the call ; but tnat to 
the existing regulations of the Ck>l0nia] TrAde, they entertain insuperable ob- 
jections ; beeause, while these r^ularions violate die recognised furinciples of 
sound commercial policy, and impose on the nation a heavy pecuniary burden 
' for the maintenance of Slavery, tney tend to counteract the hope of its refor- 
mation, the^ serve to aggravate and peipetuate its evils, and they involve the 
people of this country, stui more de^ly in the guilt of upholding it. 

That it appears to this Meeting to be their bouadfln^ duty, and that of every 
individual wno acknowledges the claims of humanity aijrd justice, to promote 
with4Jl their influence, the fulfilment of the pledge given by the Government 
and Parliament in 1823, on this subject; And Ua that pufpose.to lose no time 
in earnestly and respectfuUf petitioning both Houses ot Parliament, that they 
^vill be pleased to take the great work of Colonial ReConnMJ^ intp tbeir own 
hands ; and in accordance with their own iResolutions, and the wishes and 
pn^ers of the nation at laige» to bring the state^ of Slavery itself to the earliest 
practicable termination in every part of his Majesty's dominions. 

. lU. That, the Petirions to both Houses of Parliament, grounded on the 
abov^Reaolutions, which have now been read, be adopted as the Petitions of tiiis 
Meeting ; and tlu^ they be left at the Freemasons' Tavern, and at such other 
places as ,the Committee of the Anti-SIaveiy Society may appoint, in order to 
receive thejsignotures of all who concur .in their prayer. 

IV. That his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloticester, whose unavoidable ab« 
sence on this occasion the Meeting lament, and whose invaliiiMe services they 
are desirous of gratefully recording, be respectfully requested to present the 
Petition to the House of Lords ; and. Mr. Fowell Buxton that to Ae Comn^ons. 

y. That this Meeting eageriyembnuse Ae present oppoitunity both of pre* 
' senting their heartfeltacknowled^entstodieirrevered V}c&-President,\Vil&am 
Wilberforce, £s^., for his grati^mg attendance on this day> and for his con- 
duct in the chair ; and of testirfing their decnp aenae of the services, whichy 
during a long and arduous pariiamentanr life, he has rendered to his country, 
and to the woild at laiga; and capeciaUy of that^ inde&tigable, but tempered 
Kid. with which he has so uncMttHgly apd successfully consecrated his jpow- 
erfu) talents and ftwoinating eloquence to the vindication and relief of sufiering 
humanity. 
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bl]>fCE the publicttiou of the Secood Report of the So- 
oiety» read \n this plaQ^ on the 30th April last^ a large mass 
of most important informatioD 9 on. the subject of Colonial 
Slavery, has been laid bef<)re Parliament. A digest of the 
most material parts of this information has been published, 
under the tiUe of '' The Slave Colonies of Great Bri^ 
tain» or a Picture of Negro Slavery drawn by the Colonists 
themselve^vj' . As this pamphlet has been largely circulated, 
it will not be necessary to enter into a detail of the state* 
ments which it contains, or of the fresh horrors which it 
develops. It has admitted us to a near view of the interior 
of sooiety ia one of the, slave colonies, Berbice, where the 
Fiscal had been so attentive to bis duty as to preserve some 
veeordt though an iniperfe^t one, of the causes of complaint, 
on the part of the slaves,, which came before him. We are 
not to suppose that tbe slave system in this colony is marked 
by features of peculiar atrocity. The presumption, on the 
contrary, is rather in favour of its comparative lenity, because 
it is one of the few slave colonies in which the population 
does not diminish, We have unfortunately no similar dis- 
closures from any other of those colonies. But when we 
consider what a mass of suffering is laid open to our view in 
the account which has reached us froip this single colony, 
containipg only 23,000 slaves, being about a fortieth part of 
the whole slave population, how frightfully would that mass 
have been augmented had we received a similar rep6rf of the 
remaining 800,000 I Over their sufferings the veil of obli- 
vion has been drawn. Of ^A«m no record has beea pre- 
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served. We may imagine, indeed, what they must have been, 
from the glimpse which has been afforded us in the returns 
from Berbiee ; but the full amount of their horrors can now 
be known only to Him whose eye makes inquisition for the 
blood of the innocent, and by whom not one sigh of the op- 
pressed is disregarded. 

Revolting, in every point of view« as is the delineation, 
ocmtained in these papers, of the state of British colonial 
slavery, as it exists in law and in practice, there is at least 
this advantage attending the melancholy detail, that it serves 
amply to confirm the view of the nature and effects of that 
cruel system which has been sanctioned and circulated by 
this Society, making fAeir statements to appear even cold and 
tame in the comparison *. 

These parliamentary documents are particularly valuable, 
as exemplifying the unchanged spirit of colonial legislation 
on the subject of slavery. The local legislatures have refus- 
ed, without a single exception, to comply even with the mo- 
derate requisitions of his Majesty's Ministers f , as these are 
embodied in the Ord^r in Council for Trinidad ; and the 
colonists, generally, exult in the refusal, encouraging each 
other to persevere in the same contumacious course. Their 
tone of secure and triumphant irony is remarkable. ''We 
beg you to observe," says the editor of one of their news- 
papers-— and we give the passage only as an illustration of the 



''Compare, for example,with the recent retarns from the colonies, the state- 
ments contained in Mr. Wilbefferce's *' Appeal ;" in ^< Negro Slavery as it 
exists in the United States and in the Colonies of the.West Indies,. espeeially 
in Jamaica^** in the Appendix to th€i^ <^ Debate'' of 15th May 1823 ; in the 
« Brief View <yf the Nature and Effects of Negro Slavery;'^ in the truets 
entitled ** Negro Slavery/' Nos. 1 to 15 ; and in the Reports of the Anti- 
Slavery Society ; and it will be clearly seen how every assertion which 
this Society have sanctioned is far more than borne out ^y the pfficial com- 
munications from the colonies themselves. 

t They are justly ctMed modermte; for they are only the jSri^ tiep in the 
progrefs of the gradtud emancipation to which Parliament has pledged 
itself. The Wes| Indians cannot say that that progress has not been suf- 
ficiently tlow, ^hree years have nearly elapsed, and this very first gradna- 
tton in the scale of reform has not yet been taken, except in one colony; 
and even theie its adoption has been compnlsdry. The socceeding stepsi 
It is tp be hoped, will follow each other more rapidly. 



prteVaiKdg spirit—" We beg you to observe, that not one of 
the anconquered colonies'' (meaning the colonies having le- 
gisiiitares of their own) '' have had the civility to comply 
with Earl Bathursfs wishes, notwithstanding he informed 
them, in the most earnest and feeling manner^ of the serious 
extent of the disappointment which his Majesty^ s Govern* 
ment wotdd experience if they refected his application. We 
sympathize most sincerely with his Lordship on the unex" 
pected event J* 

Attempts, it is true, have been made, by several of the 
colonial legislatures, to ameliorate their slave codes; and 
they boast of their new laws as models of wise and beneficent 
legislation. But it has been shewn, by the digest of these 
laws already laid before the public, that, vaunted as they have 
been, they are nevertheless an outrage on every just principle 
of legislation ; and afford, at the very moment they profess 
to protect the slave, a decisive proof of his utter want of 
effective protection, and of the depth of his legal degrada- 
tion ^. And if such be the character of their recent enacts 



* This point was happily Ulustrated by Mr. Brougham, in the speech he 
made on the occasion of this meeting. ** Previons to 1824," he remarked, 
'* there was no law in Barbadoes by which crnelty to a slave, or even the 
tortare, or mntilation, or dismemberment of a slave, was punishable. In 
1824, however, a clause was introduced into the new act to the following 
effect ; and here let me beg the attention of the meeting, and they wiU at 
once perceive the nature and extent of the protection afforded to the 
wretched slave, even by this last and best edition- of the Barbadoes slave 
code. — 'Whereas it Is highly expedient to restrain owners, and others 
having the government and ihe direction of slaves, from indiscriminately, 
wantonly, and cruelly exercising the power they possesii over slaves; and 
as the cruelty of punishment by flogging necessarily depends much more on 
the manner ef inflictiifg it than upon the number of stripes, it is therefore 
most conducive to the ends of humanity' [not to limit the number of lashes, 
but] 'to trust to the -discretion and good feelings of the justices before 
whom complaints shall be made.' Here, then, are the wretched slaves not 
protected by law, but turned over to the * humanity^ first of the master and 
bis delegates, and then of the justices (they themselves always slave-owners)^ 
before whom complaints shall be made! It is further enacted, and I beseech 
you to mark the extent of protection extended to the Negroes by this < wise' 
and 'salutary' measure. It* is enacted, that if any person commits, or 
causes to be eommitted, any wanton act of cruelty towards any slave, or 
shall wantonly, nwHcionly, and craeHy whip, beat, or bruise any slave, 
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ments, deliberately ftamed m the »trwige'hope of tmtisfyiDf 
the expectations of the parUamoDt and people of this conntiy^ 
—if the colonial legiriatarep can hav^ so egregioasly misap- 
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0«ch perfoiii OA cent letloii before two Jostices, may be — -wbatdo yojat 
Ilmik2 8abjeeted to ■omi adequate piralshiiKnit f Oh, no : be may be fined 
M, curjeAcy, or about It/. st^Huig I 80 that yon sec any one nay tortnre k 
slave; ba may braise and oru^h bis body; be may ioflic-t vpon blm every 
cruelty short of diimemberment or death^ even cruelties from^ wbi^h death 
would be a relief, and yet does he pay uot more than about 17/. sterling: 
^aufl Qbserre 9 that the IH mentiened |iere is the maxiihumj and may be re- 
duced to I7d. according to the pleasura ♦# the justices before^ v#hom th* 
compjkint if made. Aud yet this act received the sauctiou of the lagishitiire 
of that island; nay, it was eveta described by the geutleman wh9 proposed 
.11 as an act whjioli would do honour to theniselvesyAod endear their remem- 
brance t^ posterity. Nor is thU all. By thei same act, any person may 
maim, mutilate, or disniQiuber a iU«e, aud bei liable, on conviotion, only to 
fine or imprisonment, (no mininutm or snaxinrnm being fixedV Q' the Copft 
•ball think fit. It was in this island that, previous to 1805, tha tmsrder of » 
islava, wban it toald be proved, was punished by a fine of 11/. sterling. In 
.ia05| th«tactw|LS r^ealedy and, in its stead, it was enacted, that any 
person wilfully, nmliciQutly, wantouly, and uH^Aogl jnvrottttioay killing aay 
'slave, shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and shall suffer death wiihont 
.benefit of clergy. But tbeaatare of the provocation was not defined; so 
that let a slave but, bold up his fiugar-HMy» let ban but Ipok eross or '^dis* 
satisfied— let him aven use an irritatiug or cant^mptsoas expression, there 
is at once sufflcieut provoca^ioo, the poor wretoh's4ifemey betaken with 
impunity. The words * without provocation ' have since been erased from 
tbe law ; but it still remains tbelaw, that if any person shall nnfortanately 
kill bv accident tbe slave Of auoth«r» be shall only be liable to an action at 
law for the value of the slave i or ^f any slave shall be killed while cbmmit- 
tiiig or attemptiug to commit any ro^^bery, thaft» bni^ary, or arson, or lb 
the attempt to maim or injure any White per seUf tbe person killing any such 
sUve sliall not be punished for th^ tame either capitally oc otherwUe.** 
Such are some of the enactniantswhicb will «ndear tlie remembrance of 
the Barbadoes legislature to posterity I 

<«Let us now/' coutiuued Mr, Brongbam, ** took at the other side 
of the accountft and contrast with the impunity of the White the punish- 
ments to be infiicted on slaves, ai well a^ ilie sort of oi^nces of which they 
may be guilty^ I find it enacted, for eitampk, * that any slaves g^iltty of 
quarrelling or fighting with one another; or of insolent language or 
gestures* [mark that] * to any White pexsoni or of swearing, or ntterlng any 
obscene speeches jf nr of druakeanesa, or Making, selKug, throwing, 
or firing sqniba, serpents^ or other firc>w«rks ; or of cock-fighting, or 
gaming i or ef riding on a faater gait than a walk; or of driving on a 
faster gait than a gentle trot; or of cf aolly «hip|»iajg or beating any horse, 
mare, mule» aft9» or other cattle i «v oC negligeQtl>f ^rWing^any cart, dtc. 
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{Mrelmide4 the irb^e liiHrreiit of British principle and feelings 
— would it not be the height of fatuity to continue to look Gmt 
any useful refdrma from that quarter! The work inuat be 
undertaken and exetuted by the British Parliament* They. 
alone are compeleal to the task. In no other way can a rea- 
sonable hope be entertatned^ either of effectually mitigating 
the rigoura of colonial bondage, or of finidly abolishing that 
opprojbrious state of sooiety. 

It cannot be supposed, that, in ^e hands of the men who 
framed, and who boast of having framed, snch enactments,^ 
the admioistriitiou of the slave larws should manifest any re* 
marklible traits id lenity and forbearance, or indicate any pe- 
culiar respect for Negro life or Negro comfort. On the con* 
trary, the parliamentary papers exhibii.many atrocious oasea 
of judicial oppression, which have taken plac(9 in the colonies; 
and wbieh may possibly become the subject of early parliar* 
mentary inVesttgatioo ^. If so, we trust they may lead to the 
institution of some adequate securities against the effects, on 
^he Uvea and happiness of the Negro abd Coloured races, of 
the blind and irrational alarms, imd headatir<mg and nngovern-t 



or of any disorderly condnct or behaviour, slifili, on conTiction before n. 

magistrate,. be^«-Wbat do yon think ? se»teiiced to a Mr^ek*s imprisoonieiit, 

or fined A (nvr «billii^ft?-^No; shtH be wbij^j^ed at the dlvcretiou of suoli 

magistrate! not exceeding thirty-nine stripes ! A^iii, it is wisely enacted, 

that ' any stave who shall hear any other slave speak any words tending to 

raatiny or rebellion, or shall know of his having gunpowder or arms in Iriii 

possessioa. for pnrpooea «f rdbeVtouy and Bbali not iainied lately disclose ibe 

sasnei shall auffer d^atlv without benefit of clergy, or such other punishment 

as the court may think fit.* Here is legislation with a vengeance ! Yon see 

that the slave who hears another slave use words tending" to rebellion (of 

vhicb t€n4^ncy^ rnind^ lifi i8»inihe firit iii&taiicfi«..£aii«tituted the sole jadge) 

mast make up his mind not only that such is thair tendency, but also- that 

tbe White jadge to whon» h« it to make the commimioatlon, will also make 

op bis mind that smcb is their tendency ; and if he docs hot do this<^tbat H 

to say, if he dues not make up his mind beforehand, to be of the sane 

opinion wKh the White judge to whoas be is to make a eommanication — 

th^n Is he to be^ banged withaut benefit of clergy, er be liable to snchetbdr 

panialMaent as the Court nay think fit. It is needless to say much moffe 

vpwk thia act, wbteb is to entltla its framerstothegrateftilTtmembfance 

ofpetterity/' 

* The triala of tbe alleged insurgents in Demerara'and Jamaica are here 
more particularly alluded to. - 
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flible pagsions, of the dbmiiiaDt party, who oxclusivety act mi 
judges and jurors. 

But of all the harsh features of the colonial slave-laws, 
none is more revolting to every feeling of humanity and jus^ 
tice, than that which makes the very act of complaining a 
crime in the slave. In him, even the murmurs of suffering 
nature must be suppressed. We may see this lamentable 
perversion of all established principles of just legislation fully 
and strikingly illustrated in the recorded proceedings of the 
Fiscal of Berbice ; of whom, at the same time, it is but right 
to say, that he appears to be a person of much natural mild- 
ness of disposition.— Four Negroes, belonging to the Hon. 
Mr. Katz, complained to the Fiscal of harsh usage by the 
manager. On the mere denial of the party accused, the 
Fiscal punished three of the complainants, nvith seventy-five 
lashes, and one with fifty. — Again : three Negroes belonging 
to General Murray, late Governor of Demerara, complained 
to the Fiscal of overwork, and want of food, and severity of 
treatment. Two of them were selected by the Fiscal to re- 
ceive the torture of seventy-five lashes each *. 

But it is needless to proceed. Similar instances might be. 
multiplied without end. Nay, the laws of almost all the colo- 
nies provide that, in the case of a slave complaining of ill- 
treatment, the magistrate may, if he deems the complaint 
unfounded, punish the complainant with the cart-whip at his 
discretion f. And yet, be it remembered that, as Negro 
evidence is not admitted in proof of the complaint, the com- 
plainant has no possible means, should the accused deny it, 
of establishing the most undoubted fact. 



* See ParliameDUry Retaroi from the Fiscal of Berbice, pp. 19 and 60. 
See particDlarly his.instractions to one of his officers, pp. 57 and 68, for a 
c«rioo8 apecimeii of Westplndian justice. 

t JSee, for an example, a law much vaanted by Mr. Pwarris, the Consoii- 
dated Slave Law of Jamaica, of December 1816, section aS; where we. find 
that two magistrates nuuf, if they think proper, inqnlre into the complaint 
of a slave ; but that if it shall appear that such complaint was gronndleas, 
they ^ SHALL pen ish the compIataaR/, oad the permm gwimg uiforwudism tki n^ ^ 

m SUCH MAMNBR AS TO THEM MAY SKEJf PftOPSK.'' Thlf IS wImI H 

called protecting slaves in the Wmt Indies. 
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Since the publication of die abstract to which reference 
has hitherto been made,'' another official document/ of con- 
siderable importance, has appeared ; namely, ** A Report 
on the Civil and Criminal Justice of the West Indies/' by 
the only surviving commissioner, Mr. Fortunatus Dwarris, 
employed to inquire into that subject. 

This gentleman, it appears, is the proprietor of a consider- 
able, sugar estate in Jamaica, cultivated by about 22Q slaves*; 
and although we have no doubt that it Was his purpose fairly 
to. represent the case which he was employed to investigate, 
yet we must lament that it should have been found necessary 
to select a person in his peculiar circumstances for this deli- 
cate and difficult task. It surely never can be expedient to 
place any public functionary ,in a situation in which private 
interests, early preposssessions, and the most cherished as- 
sociations and attachments, may be found unavoidably to clash 
with the uncompromising claims of public duty. If his Ma- 
jesty's Ministers have felt it incumbent on them to determine, 
that henceforward no governor, or judge, or fiscal, or protec- 
tor, of slaves, shall be the owner of a plantation cultivated by 
slaves f , it surely is still more indispensable that the persons 
who are expressly delegated to inquire into the abuses of a 
particular system should not be chosen from the very class 
whose interests, as well as whose strongest prejudices, are 
deeply involved in its defence. We have been almost invo- 
luntarily led to this reflection, by the manifest anxiety which 
Mr. Dwarris evinces to prevent his exposure of the many 
evils in the judicial administration of the West- Indies, from 
producing an impression adverse to West-Indian planters, or 
to that system of Negro slavery, which, as planters, they are 
naturally solicitous to accredit. 

The general view of the condition of the Negro slave, 
which Mr. Dwarris has in' this case gone out of his way to 
give, is, without doubt, widely different from that which a con- 
sideration. either of general principles, or of the facts of the 



* Mr. Dw«rris*s estate U Golden Grove, in the parish of St. George's. 
In March 1828, there were opon it 221 slaves, 
t See Preface to the Debate of Uth May 182S, pp. xxvii^xxxii. 
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cfkae, WQiiM permit aay lUiinteretted and onprepidiedd indWi- 
dual to form* — '' The peer slave, if left t^ himself/' the Re- 
porter inlbnns. us, ^' is generaUy contented eod happj. ' Pos- 
sefslog a spot to which he is oommoDiy attaohed'^-H[we shall 
presently see by what tenole he holds this spot) — " Possessing' 
a spot to which he is commonly attached, looking to his mas* 
ter" (a master* be it recollected, generally 40M miles off, 
whom he never sees» and cannot therefore look to, bni) 
** looking to his master for support in health, care in sickness, 
md advice and help in distress and difficulty, the improvident 
£iregro, far from pining in misery, dances and sleeps, trifles 
and dreams away life, thou^tless, careless, and happily !gno» 
rant of his own unprotected condition, and of the impotent 
fiiry of the laws," . This, be it remembered, refers tnore im- 
m^iately to Barbadoes ; the very colony where, a few years 
ago, hundreds of Negro lives were sacrificed with breaithless 
dispatch, by the operation of laws which the Report represents 
9S only impoteurty furious.*^' ' A little more time, and a little 
less work, form/' adds the Reporter, ** the narrow boundary of 
the wants and wishes of the Negro */' And what has ireduded 
the Negro td this abject and brutish state of existence ; a state 
whichthisgentleman considers as a snl^ect even of satisfeetory 
contemplation ?-^And, supposing such a picture as that of Mr. 
Dwarris to be realised on the estates of a few of the few 
resident planters, yet in what respects does it differ from that 
which might be given, by many an English gentleman, of his 
stud of horses, or of his kennel of hounds i Hie comforts 
and enjoyments of the Negro, on the shewing of this gentle* 
man, are, like those of the ^orse and the dog, exelusivefy of 
&e anitlial kind. Ar^ we, then, to shut out of our viewtbaft 
the Negro is a human being, born with the power of looking 
afore and after ; possessing the capacities of thought, inteU 
Ugence, reflection ; — that he is endowed with desires, afi%c- 
tions, cares, passions, responsibiGties, and-** may we' dare to 
add — RIGHTS, — ^in common with ourselves i Shall we forget 
that the poor slave was formed, like his roaster, in the image 
of God : has shared in the same moral ruin ; has been re- 
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• See Mr. Dwarris's Report, p. 15. 
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deemed by the same blood ; and is an heir of the same im- 
mortality ? If, then, the delineation of Mr. Diirarris were as 
generally true as it is uotoriopsly the reverse ; still> to level 
the Negro's highest enjoyments with those of the brutes that 
perish ; to make his whole existence, its comfort and even its 
duration, to depend, like theirs, on the will, the caprice, the 
prudence^ the health, or the life of another ; to put it within 
the discretion of that other not only to be himself the sole 
arbiter of the destinies of his slave, the food he shall eat, the 
clothes he shall wear, the labour he shall undergo, the stripes 
he shall receive, the indignities, nay, the tortures, he shall 
suffer, but even to delegate these tremendous powers to 
third parties; — what is all this but a cruel spoliation of man's 
inalienable rights ; an impious usurpation, for which nothing 
can compensate ; an insult to the Majesty of Heaven itself? 

Some idea of the wretched insecurity of the tenure, by. 
which slaves enjoy even the spot to which the Report tells us 
they are attached, together with all the dearest ties and 
charities of life, may be obtained from the case of a Mr. 
Padmore, who was driven to the necessity (a necessity of 
common occurrence in the West Indies) of selling his estate 
to satisfy his creditors. '* The slaves,'' it is stated, ** he 
could have sold separately (detached from the . estate), at a 
muqh higher rate ; but they came to him in a body, with most 
distressing cries, and threw themselves on the ground before 
him ; when. a spokesman, appointed by the rest,«fell down at 
his feet, and implored him, in all their names, not to separate 
them, both from himself and the estate. They were ready to 
follow him to the other end of the island ; but if he could not 
retain them about himself, if his necessities compelled him to 
sell them, they besought him not to part friends and relations, 
husbands and wives, parents and children ; not to tear them 
from their houses and gardens ; but to let them go with the 
li^id. He could not resist such an appeal, and he lost at 
least forty pounds a-head by it." (p. fSi.) This occurrence 
says much, it is true, for the mined individual who had the 
courage and the feeling to make this sacrifice ;*^but what 
does it say for the system? for that state of society, that state 
of Jaw, which can for one moment tolerate and sanction 'Such 
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aDormities ! Even Mr. Dwarris admits, that, by the law 6f 
Barbadoes, there is no express direction that famities should 
be sold together; nothing in any Act prohibitiDg the separa- 
tion of husband and wife, parents and children, (p. 39.) He 
endeavours, however, to palliate the effect of this statement, 
by remarking, that many of our other islands had adopted, 
with the best effect, a humane provision to prevent the sepa- 
ration of families. In venturing to make this statement, in 
which, howerer, we believe him to be mistaken*, he ought at 
least to have named the islands in which such a provision had 
been adopted ; especially as, in the case of the only two other 
islands, Tobago and Grenada, whose laws he speaks of, he 
himself distinctly tells us, that "unattached slaves are ordered 
to be sold one by one, except mother and child un<ler twelve 
years of age." (pp. 81 and 103.) We find him, indeed, be- 
coming the apologist of that general principle of separating 
the slaves from the land, which destroys, root and branch, 
even the miserable semblance of property which a slave can 
be said to possess in his house ai^d garden. '* However 
desirable it may appear," he observes, ** to prevent the slave 
from being torn from his home and garden, it would be found 
very difficult, consistently with a dus regard to the interest 
of creditors/^ (the paramount consideration, of course, in 
the minds of colonial legislators,) " to provide any remedy 
for the evil." It would be unsuitable to a state of things in 
which the support of credit, and the security for borrowed 
capital, form the first objept of attention, and even of legis- 
lative care and provision.'' (p. 39.)— -The first objects of 
attention, therefore, are, not human life and human comfort-^ 
at least in cases where the skin happens to be darkly tinged-r>« 
but the security of credit and capital ; and that even in the 



* There Is a provision in tlie laws of Jamaica, tiiat wlien slaves are toU 
by the marthalt, members of tlie same family shall be sold together. Bnt to 
malce this regulation of any material nse, the members of the same family 
Ihoald be seized, as well as sold, together. There is no restraint whatever 
in any of the colonies oh the power of the mtuter to sell his slaves separate- 
ly. In Jamaica, the seizure and sale by pnblic auction of single slaves 
(which slaves must have parents, or children, and other near relations,) for 
the king's taxes, is an event of weekly occarrenee. See the Royal OaMtte 
of Jamaica, puiim. . 
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estimate of the author of this Reportl-a Report which, while 
it affords some carious illustrations of the regard paid to the 
Negro as an article of the fnasiet^s property, one of hU 
chattels, one of his available securities, exemplifies no less 
strikingly the utter disregard of all his rights B,nA feelings as 
a man, as a rational and sentient being. 

We shall say nothing of the scandalous abuse of those forfei- 
tures to the Crown, by means of escheats, by which the name of 
the King is abused to purposes of oppression and wrong, in a 
manner altogether uncoi\stitutional,as well as most disreputable*: 
but let us take a view ofthe proceedings of what are called Slave 
Courts in Barbadoes.— ''In cases of capital offences by slaves" 
—and these cases^are very numerous—'' the court is compos- 
ed of two justices, and three freeholders of the neighbourhood 
of the place where the offence is committed. These five 
compose the court, and are all judges both of the law and the 
fact. They are not Appointed to meet at any fixed time, but 
only as occasion requires." " When the court is assembled, 
no indictment is preferred, or bill found by a grand jury. The 
magistrate before whom the complaint was made is taken to 
have decided that there is sufficient ground to put the slave 
on his trial, and this magistrate sits upon the trial." — The 
evidence may consist of the evidence of slaves, but not 
upon oath, unless ihey have been baptized. " They are 
sometimes swornr on grave-dirt, according to a superstition* 
A Negro's wife's evidence is admitted" (against him) " be- 
cause it is in general a nominal, and not a legal marriage. 

* Slayes escheating to the Crown from intestacy, &c. are not considered 
a« freed. ** The escheater reports the verdict-to the chancellor in court. 
If there are sUves, the chaiiceUo'r directs them to be sold, with the real 
f atate, if tbey are annexed to it ; separately, if they are unattached. The 
Bett proceeds, after dedueiion qf heamf expenses^ are brought into court, and 
placed at the disposal of the chancellor. The Attorney-general fears ex- 
. treme hardship has arisen in some cases." (p. 8S. .See also p. 43.)— What a 
monstrons system of oppression has grown np in onr slave colotties ! And 
in this instance, as in many others, we have the Crow^ aiding, and profit- 
ing by, the wrong. The accident of intestacy throws a nninber 0/ wretch? 
ed beings into the hands of his majesty. His majesty, instead of protect- 
ing them as subjects, atad giving them freedom, is made to sell them into in- 
terminable bondage, tven separating, in some cases, the nearest and dearest 
connexions, and all for his own profit, or for that of his officers. 
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In Ihe oase of fidse evidence given by a slave, the justice, or 
the coort, before which the false evidence is given, directs . 
the offender to be'' (we presume forthwith) '' flogged." 
** There is no.regular record : the magistrates who try the 
case keep an account of the proceedings. These are not 
returned to any public office ; and, after the lapse of a few 
years, it would be difficult to procure evidence to prove a 
former acquittal, if a slave were to be apprehended a second, 
time for the same offence, while neither the slave nor the 
master has any remedy for the malicious prosecution of the 
slave. If the five members of the court are agreed, a con- 
viction takes place, otherwise the prisoner is acquitted. Up- 
on conviction, sentence of death must be passed in all capital 
cases J* An appeal may be brought by the owner (but by him 
only) ** before the governor and council. If there is no ap- 
peal, no copy of the trial is laid before the governor, or re- 
port made to him or any other superior authority, before the 
execution takes place. The warrant of execution is directed 
to the constable who attends the trial ; and he executes it 
mthout delay* There is no fixed time or appointed place for 
the public execution of slave malefactors." ** That the owner 
may not be discouraged to detect and discover the offencies of 
his Negroes, a condemned slave is always appraised, and the 
value" (not exceeding a limited sum) *' paid to, the owner out 
of the public treasury, the party injured being first indemnifi- 
ed;*' but if ** the master had not duly provided for the support 
of the slave, and neoessity might have compelled the 
Negro to commit the offence, the whole appraised value is to 
be paid to the party injured, and nothing to the master." 
And yet *' the execution of the slave might proceed!" .The 
trials of slaves in this island, the Report goes on to remark in 
duly measured terms, " are very unsatisfactory. We heard 
them pronounced disgraceful. The judges, it was said, are 
ignorant ; the proceedings are slovenly ; the charge, being 
unwritten, shifts with the case. A disposition to favour, 
where it exists" (and the Reporter might have added, a dis- 
position to condemn where it exists,) '* receives no check 
firom the want of publicity. There being no assigned place 
or appointed time for the execution of slave malefactors,* the 
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wretiDhed convict, a$ soon as sentsnes is passed, U fastsmd 
to the nearest tree ; unlessy which frequently happens, the 
owner of the soil is at hand to prevent it. In sneh.case, the 
miserable culprit is dragged from tree to tree, from estate 
to estate ; and in one case, of then recent occurrence, the 
constable was at last forced to throw the exhausted sufferer' 
off the town bridge, securing the rope by a lamp-post.^* 
pp. 48— 60. 

Is it necessary to add a single word more to these revolting 
statements ? Yet we cannot forbear referring to the anthority 
of Mr. Dwarris on one or two other topics. After the eulogy 
pronounced by him on the general treatment of the slaves in 
Barbadoes, the Meeting will scarcely be prepared for the follow- 
ing representations of the same gentleman in the very sameRe- 
port. ** Slaves in this island/' he says, ** are without legal pro* 
tection or redress for personal ibjuries."....'* The sfave has iio 
remedy, in case of the greatest oppression by the master or 
his delegate, or the grossest injury by third persons ; though 
the master (in case of his slave being assaulted and robbed) 
may have reparation in damages for the loss of service, or 
the injury to his property, in the slave. The murder of a 
slave, wilfully, maliciously, wantonly, and without provoca" 
tion*, is now a capital crime. But there is lio other legislative 
provision, restraining the absolute power of the master over 
the slave, or inflicting punishment upon the owners or others, 
in cases of may em, mutilation, dismemberment, or cruel treat- 
ment f. No other Act of Assembly has been framed for the 
protection of slaves ; no tribunal is specially appointed for 
Inquiry into their wrongs. A slave who'^is, or thinks himself, 
aggrieved, looks in vain, in this island, for a proper quarter 
in which to prefer his complaint. It can no where be received*^. 
** Murder is the only case in which the law interferes J^ '*For 



* Mr. Dwarris does not seem to be aware that (he words, ^' withoot pro* 
Tocation,'' which formed a part of the Act of 1905, were omitted in>a snb- 
sequent Act, that of 1817. 

t This, we suppose, was written before the Act of 1824 had passed. The 
amount of the protection afforded by that Act against the evils enumerated 
above, may be seen in the extract from Mr. Brougham's speech, in a 
preceding note, p, 8. 
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the puniihmini ofgtMral oppression and maltreatment' of a 
slavSp there is no provision by any law of Barhadoes. If 
infiicted by the master, it would be dispunishable. If perpe- 
trated by a third per80D> the otcMier, would have his remedy 
by ciyil action ; but the slave would still be without redress*." 
** There is not, in Barbadoes, any law regulating the quantum 
and kind of punishment, the hours of labour and rest, the^ 
provision of food, and (except nominally) of clothing. These 
are dependent on the performance of moral duties, of which 
good men feel the obligation, but of which the breach is not 
cognizable before any earthly tribunal. A wicked and cruel , 
master or delegate (so that he do not kill or maimf a slave) 
may inflict on him any degree of severity of punishment. 
No man^ or set ofmen, has legal power to call him to account 
for' working his slave as long as he likes; for whipping him 
as much as h^ pleases } for chaining, for starving him J* 
*^ A miuter has uncontrolled, undefined, and absolute power J' 
Where then, asks Mr. Dwarris, very justly, however incon- 
flistently, ''where then is the protection of the slave, and 
where, in case of accident, the justification of the master T' 
In a case even of a very grievous bpdily injury, inflicted upon 
a slave by a manager, the sufferer himself, or his slave brethren 
who w6re present, cannot give evidence, even though all the 
'free persons on the premises should have been designedly 
sent ont of the way. In such a. case, a slave is not allowed 
to be a prosecutor. Maimed, mutilated,. dis^gured, dismem-' 
tered,*'(l am putting, «ays Mr. D., the most aggravated case), 
*' his wounds must be the only tongue permitted to relate 
bis wrongs.'^ (pp. 62 — 66.) — ^These, however, will speak for him 
in this country, if they do not speak for him in the colonies j;. 



* The truth of these statements is hardly affected by the opprobrions 
and inefficient provisions of the Act of 1824. If these provisions were far 
less exceptionable in their terms, they would still remain a dead letter, 
where Negro evidence is shut out./ 

t The exception of maiming is inconsistent with the other statements of 
2Ar. Dwarris, and with the law of Barbadoes prior to 1824. 
. I The observations of Sir James Mackintosh, on the Inconsistent state, 
ments of Mr. Dwarris, were peculiarly just and forcible. ^ One passa|;e,'' 
he observed, ** to which I shall call your attention, shews the grievous dis* 
qualifications under which the Negroes labour in procuring redress for 
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But to proceed; " It is generally beld/' says the Report, 
*' as a principle in slave colonies, that slaves cannot acquire 
property, except for the benefit of their owners. By law they 

cannot, but only by indulgence." (p. 111.) Again, <'the slave 

" 

injury. Mr. Dwarris, in the Report of the Jadicial Establishments of 
' Barbadoes, states:— * In a case of even very grievous bodily injury, iiif 
flieted upon a slave by a manager, the suiferer himself, or his slave 
brethren who were present, cannot give evidence, even though all th^ 
free persons on the premises shouid have been designedly sent out of the 
way. In such a case, a slave is not allowed to be a prosecutor. Mamtdf 
miutUatedy disfigured, dtfmembfred, his wounds must be the only tongues per- 
mitted to relate his wrongs!' Such is the condition, the degraded and 
defenceless condition, of the unfortunate and devoted inhabitants of ou|r 
colonies. What then must be our surprise to meet in the statements of 
this very same reporter, an eulogy on the happy state in which the slaves 
live under this degraded condition? 'But left to himself,* the reporter 
informs us, ' the poor slave is generally contented and happy. Possessing 
t spot to which he is commonly attached, looking to his masted for support 
in health, care in sickness, and advice and help in distress and difficulty, 
the improvident Negro, far ftrom pining in misery, dances and sleeps, 
trifles and dreams away life^ thoughtless, careless, and happily ignorant of 
his own unprotected condition, and of the impptent fury of the laws.'-<n- 
What ! is it then possible that a hqman being, who may be 'maimed, muti- 
lated, dis6gured, and dismembered' with impunity, can frisk and dance, 
and dream i^way life in thoughtless ignorance of his unprotected condition? 
Are these the persons, who, we are to suppose, lead,as they are described to 
do, a life of luxurious enjoyment? Should we not rather say, that there coul4 
not be a more humiliating picture of human degradation than that presented 
to us by persons who could be contented under such a condition of exist* 
ence ? As has been very properly suggested in the Report just read, * sup- 
posing such a picture as this to be realized on the estates [of a few of the 
few resident planters, yet in what respects*does it differ from that which 
might be given, by many an English gentleman, of his stud of horses, or of 
his kennel of hounds ? The comforts iind enjoyments of the Negro, on the 
shewing of Mr. Dwarris, are, like those of the horse tfnd the dog, excln-^ 
sively of the animal kind.* The illustration is most appropriate; the com- 
parison is just. It would appear to me that this ingenious writer, Mr. 
Dwarris, had studied poetry more than truth. He appears to have had in 
his view a well-known passage of one of our most celebrated poets (Pppe), 
in which he points out the wise dispensations of our Creator in assiguing 
ignorance to the brute creation as a mitigation of their condition :•— . 
** Tlie lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 
Had he thy reason, *would be skip and play ? ^ 
Pleased to the last, he crops the flow'ry food. 
And licks the band just rais'd to shed hie blood.'' 
This was the passage which doubtlesi Mr. Dwarris had in his eye^ whes 
he spoke of the gaiety with which West-Indian ilaves ^old danct and 
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has not any means of acqniriDg his freedom without the 
consent of the master. There is no redemption of the slave 
in this island by force of law ;'' (nor in Tobago and Grenada, 
nor, indeed, in any of the islands ;) and ** every Negro is pre- 
anmed to be a slave, unless he can legally prove the contrary." 
p. 67. 

To much the same effect is the view given of the legal 
rights of slaves in Tobago and Grenada. In the former island, 
the chief justite, Mr. Pigott, testifies as follows : *' A manager 
sent all free persons out of the way, and then gave a Negro 
ISO lashes. The Negro was brought, in a state in which he 
might have died, to us, the sitting magistrates. We had no 
means of proving it, I proposed a bill to admit slave evidence, 
or to make the accused purge himself on oath. The bill was 
not approved." (p« 89.) The testimony of the attorney-general 
of Tobago is to the same effect: " I know, ^^ he says,^''a« a 
magistrate, cases of extreme cruelty that have passed unpu- 
nished for want of slave evidence.*^ "It is very common, 
when they wish to be cruel, to send free persons out of the 
way; I have known many such cases*. I think it a very 

amoM themselves, whilst the same crnelty coold be extended to them as 
is shewn, mod often, I must say, with wantonness and depravity, shewn 
to the brute crgition. This is a passage which the poet introduces to 
'justify the ways of Ood to man :' it shews how, by ignorance of their 
sufferings, he mitigates the condition of the brute creation. And 
it suggests to our ingenious writer, the parallel case of a million of 
our fellow-creatures reduced to a similar degradation. If this, then. 
Is to be regarded as a state of happiness, it is a state of happiness that 
emu only exist by extinguishing within human beings, the capacities 
of thought, intelligence, and reflection, — by depriving them of the 
desires, affections, and passions of ordinary men— by brutalizing them 
— Hiay, by worse than brutalizing them: for to reduce a human being 
to the level of a bmte, it is necessary to deprive him of reason and reflec- 
tion ; and the degradation thereby inflicted upon him is greater than even 
that of the brute. So it was that this gentleman thought proper to repre- 
sent these degraded Negroes, like the lamb, 

** Pleased to the last, he crops his flowery food, 
And licks the hand just raised to shed his blood." 
* And yet we are told by the Quarterly Review, in its last Article on this 
sabject (No.LXIV.), andjn the face of all the official documents laid 
before Parliament in the last session, (to not one qf which, no, not even to the 
Berbice Flscars Report, htu it once rtferred,) that the amelioration of slaves 
in the West Indies is proceeding at a rapid rate. This is, howeirer,bnt 
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common cause of discontent among the slaves, that, when they 
have been ill-treated, and bring their fellow-slaves as evidence 
such witnesses cannot be received. They go away with a feel- 



one of the numerous mistatements which abound in every page of that 
article, evidently the work of a West-Indian proprietor, who knows 
enough of the public feeling in this country, not violently to outrage it ; 
and who knows enough of the West-Indian system to be studious to draw 
.a veil over it. From the internal evidence, it may be safely affirmed, that 
it is the work of a writer^who is labouring, by means of the general belief 
of the official character of the work, and by the assumption of a certain air of 
official moderation, to make the friends of Government believe that Govern- 
ment itself is receding from its Solemn pledges on the subject of Colonial 
Slavery. In this point of view, the wrong it does to the character of the 
Colonial Office is far greater than any injury it can do to the Anti-Slavery 
cause. A man who could write on colonjal subjects, as he has done, with 
the late parliamentary returns ))efore his eyes, and not once allude to thorn, 
must have deep interests or strong prejudices of his own to contend with : 
we leave him to the discredit which so disingenuous a proceeding cannot 
fail to secure for his statements, with a single remark. 

The reviewer is extremely anxious to fix the charge of inflammation 
on the Reports of the Anti-Slavery Society. In order to this, he cites two 
passages in speeches made at its General Meetings, in which few besides 
himself will see any thing but truth forcibly stated; and a passage from one 
of the Reports, the censure of which sufficiently betrays the prejudices of 
the colonial planter. This passage, and we are glad to repeat it, is as follows : 
— << The civil degradation which they'' (the free People of C4)Iour) " them- 
selves are doomed to sustain are many and galling ; and the Committee be- 
lieve that they are sufficiently enlightened to have at length a just and 
settled conviction, that the slavery of their colour is the real root of the 
evils they experience; and that, while that slavery is perpetuated ; while 
the slave continues a Brtlts^" (the vriginal word was brutish) '* outcast from 
the pale of society, deprived of his natural rights, a mere beast of burden, 
a mere instrument of profit ; — they who partake of his colour must partake 
also of his debasement*" To this quotation the reviewer adds, that such 
language is calculated to produce, and actually has produced, mischief in 
the West Indies, (p. 526.) The colonists, however, must have thought dif- 
ferently from their advocate; for they republish in the colonial newspapers 
such passages as thet e without the slightiest reserve. Besides, does he mean 
to deny, (he has not been bold enough to deny,) the correctness of every sen- 
timent which the passage contains. And would he have the Society (as he 
and his friends have been doing so long, and on no occasion more than in 
the framing of this review), to conceal from parliament and the public, for 
whom they write, the real state of the case ? If the disease be not known 
how is a suitable remedy to be applied ? And the reviewer is challenged to 
point out a singto particular in the above sentence, in which the diagnostics 
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ing of injustice/' (p. 89.) The same gentleman has since ex- 
pressed an opinion that by the new Tobago Act, *' the powei 
of the master has been limited in almost every point essential 
to Ute w e t t -beii i g and eottfort of the slave." This opinion 
only shews how easily some men may be satisfied with the 
shew of reform. Lord Baibnrst wisely disallowed the very 
act which the Attorney-general thns commends. 

The Report from Grenada, thongh varying in a few. points, 
is not more favourable than that from Tobago. Some of the 
Grenada laws- are extremely harsh, and even manifest what 
may be properly called a wantonness of severity, (pp. 95, 960 
And as for the appointment of guardians of slaves, of which we 
have heard so loud a boast, it is admitted by the present Report 
to be inefflcacioas. No independent men, we are expressly 
told, can be found to fill the situation ; but it is filled by over- 
seers or managers, who cannot be expected to denounce their 
employers (p. 98); and ''in all cases between Black or 
Coloured persons and Whites,^ observes the Attoniey*generaI, 
" the prejudice of juries is very strong in favour of Whites.'* 
(p. 99.) 

Neither in Tobago, nor in Grenada, ** are th«re any public 
institutions, by which infant or adult slaves are instructed in 
religious principles or useful knowledge*. There are no Sun- 
d«y-8eho<^." The Wesleyan Methodists alone have givea 
any instruction to the slaves of these islands, (pp. 89 and 1120 
In Barbadoes, only one school is said to exist for Black or 

«— ^"^ ■ ' 111! I I 

df the disease in question have been oventate«l, Mr. Dwarris himaelf being 
constitnted the judge. 

The real character of this article is very happily deaeribed in the sue- 
cceding Number of the Quarterly Review (No. LXV. p. 6.) where, tp«ak- 
ing of Mr. Ltngard's historical work, the reviewer observes,-^^' After %ll, 
the work is by no means so effective as might be expected. The ov«t-. 
strained pretension to candour excities diistrasl. The tone Mpptan djqswsioa. 
ate, not because the mind of the author is temperate, or resolml to bfe Im- 
partial, but because it is full of suppressed rather than s»MMd parnioB. 
The very specronsness and elaborate plausibility have in them sometlmis 
9aspicions. And while the author strains every nerve to CMivinee as ef Ida 
indifference to all but truth, it is imposnble not to feel, as we read, ttet 
^ are occupied only with the artful statements of a very fceatoas paHisui.'' 

* In the latter island, it is said, <( there are some sdmots on eststcuu" 
(p. 112.) 
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Coloured children (p. 18), though the Black and Coloured 
population amounts to about 90,000. 

Such are some of the material facts brought to light, in 
the most authentic form, by this recent Report ; in which, 
however, we must admit that many opinions are expressed 
which it is exceedingiy difficult to reconcile with those facts, 
or, indeed, with the notorious realities of the case. Take 
an example:— Mr. Dwarris states it to be the only just 
ground of complaint ag<Unst the present inhabitants of 
Bariadoes, that they had not repealed a certain act, which 
inflicts the punishment of slitting the nose, and burning the 
face with a hot iron on a Negro who strikes a Christian ^ 
second time. But when Mr. Dwarris thus sweepingly cleared 
the Barbadians from every other charge, had he not heard 
of the atrorities of 1804, reported by Lord Seaforth ? — of 
the wholesale massacres of their slaves in 1816 ? — of the 
destruction of the Methodist chapel, and the expulsion of 
the Missionary Shrewsbury in 1823? or of their new slave 
law of 1824? And is it not this very gentleman, whose re- 
port of the Barbadoes slave-courts, and of the summary and 
hruUi executions of their convicts, and of the unprotected 
state of the whole slave population, we have just been 
reading? How are we to explain such strange incongruities 
as these ? 

But it would require &r too detailed a statement, were we 
to go through all the inconsistencies and incorrectnesses 
which might be pointed out in this, in some respects, invalu* 
able Report*. On the whole, however, we are extretuely 
thankful for its appearance, and we cannot doubt that it will 
do much to open the eyes of the public to the multiplied 
abominations of this unchristian and merciless system. 

Never, however, let the people of England forget, that 
of this unchristian and merciless system they will continue to 
be the criminal upholders, if they now refrain from lifting up 
their voice i^inst it; or if they silently acquiesce in con- 
tributing, as diey now do, largely and directly to its support. 
On fliis part of the subject, however, we mean not now to 
enlarge. In the Second Report of the Society, the question 

* For a few examples, we refer the reader to the Appendix. 
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of bounties and protecting duties has been amply discussed; 
and not only their impolicy, but their malign and wasting 
influence on the happiness and increase of the slave popu-« 
lation^ as well as their pernicious effects even on the interests 
of the masters, haye been fully and, as we believe, most 
incontrovertibly established*. We will therefore now con- 
tent ourselves with remarking, that it is absolutely vain for 
us to be hoping to succeed in abolishing slavery ; or to ex- 
pect that by the vehemence of our speeches, or by the 
strength of our resolutions, or even by the severity of our 
enactments, we shall be able very materially to abate this 
evil, if we continue, as we now do, to extend to the slave- 
holder those solid marks of our favour which are conveyed 
to him in bounties and protecting duties ; thus supplying to 
him the very means of maintaining his iniquitous system, 
against the united wishes of the parliament and the people of 
England. 

And now, after the statement which has just been given, 
combined with all our previous information, are we not 
entitled to call upon the people of England to come forward 
to strengthen the hands of the Government, in the righteous 
work of carrying into effect the hitherto abortive resolutions 
of Parliament on the subject of Colonial Slavery? f We 
call upon them therefoi^e to assemble in every county, and 



* S«e Second Report, pp. 16^3. 

t The colonisU, in almost all the colonies, seem to think that what they re- 
quire, is to have their case fnUy and fairly exhibited before the British pub- 
lic. It is strange they should not yet have discovered that every attempted 
▼indication of their system has only ended in rendering its maintenance 
more hopeless. Under the inflaence of this infatuation,' however, they have 
subscribed lai'ge sums of money to enable Mr. Macqneen of Glasgow to re- 
pair to London, and there establish a daily paper expressly for their de* 
fence. We have no donbt that Mr. Macqneen will labour diligently to 
earn his wages ; but his employers will be sadly dFgappointf d if they expect 
that, by his best efforts, he will achieve any thing beyond the echo of their 
own sestiments, the gratification of their own peculiar tastes and resent- 
seotfl, and the applause of their own little circles* Some estimate may be 
formed of the reliance which may be placed on this gentleman's fairness as 
a controversialist, by consulting a pamphlet which has just appeared from 
the pen of Mr. Stephen, entitled, « England enslaved by her own Slave 
Colonies.'* pp. 45-- 49. . 
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city, and town, and even YiDage of the tJnited Kingdom, in 
order to testify their abhorrence of this impious system, and 
to implore of the Legislature, respectfully indeed, but most 
earnestly, to relieve them from its guilt and its burden. Let 
no man in this free and happy country, where the yoice of the 
very meanest has its appropriate weight in Parliament, imagine 
that he can discharge himself from the performance of this 
solemn duty ; or — should his application to Parliament fail 
of its effect — ^from adopting every other expedient in his 
power, such as abstinence from slave-grown sugar, the pro- 
motion of cultivation by free labour, &c. for wiping away 
this foul stain from the national character. And we would 
address this call to men of all political parties in the state. 
Those of every party who have sympathized with the victims 
of despotism in Spain, in Italy, and in Greece, have now an 
opportunity of combining to deliver 830,000 of their own 
fellow-subjects from a still more grievous despotism. The 
friends of the Government are bound to see its orders re- 
spected, and to repress that insubordinate and contumelious 
spirit in the colonists which would set those orders at nought. 
The members of^e Opposition are bound by all their pro- 
fessed principles, and by all the recollections which are asso- 
ciated with the venerated name of Fox, to unite heart, and 
hand in undoing the fetters of our own fellow- subjects. Above 
all (to avail ourselves of the language of one of the ablest 
advocates of this cause) — above all, we would call on Chris- 
tians of every name to come forward to lend their aid aa, 
one man to deliver' their country from this great national 
iniquity — '^ to reform this cruel and impious system which 
shuts out the light of the Gospel ; which violates, in the 
jB^ossest manner, all its precepts ; which keeps, in a cruel 
thraldom, the minds as well as bodies of its unfortunate 
victims; and which adds to its other enormities the fierce- 
ness of anti-christian persecution. There would surely be au 
inconsistency in the charitable efforts now making to convert 
our fellow-creatures in the most distant regions of the globe, 
while we suffer our fellow-subjects to be kept in pagan dark- 
ness, and the vilest moral degradation, not by choice but by 
compulsion, through a domestic tyranny, which our own power. 
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witbio our own h&txiiono8,ideme liphnlds.'' To all, Ibem, 
wrald My, io coDohisiMy m ike voids of the same ek}^9fmt 
imter» ^ Cone forwaid witk your petiliomL Inslmct yoar 
MfiresoiilBliveft. Give or wiUibold your suffrages for the next 
'PwrhameBi, aad use yo«r personal uiftuenoe throcighovt the 
eoaatfy ; aU in ssch a mwmet as nay best promote the miccess 
of Mm great and sacred cause. If you succeed* you will give 
a new trwaph to the Britbh Constitution. You will exnli the 
glory of your country, in that best point, her moral elevtflion, 
aad recommend her to the favour of Heaven." '* If yon iaii, 
you will at least have the inestimable consolation that you have 
doae what yon could ' to nudo the heavy burden, and to let 
the oppressed go free ;' and that the sins and csdamities of 
your eoaatry, however pernicioas in their consequences to 
yonfsekes or yowr children, were evils which you oould not 
ttvevt *." 

One word more : we rejoice lo be Mm to report, that the 
number of Associations, and especidly of Ladies' AssocialifHia, 
for the abolition of slavery, has been increasing of late. We 
trust Uiat they will be largdy multiplied both in the metropolis 
and in the country at hurge. 

Tho present meeting, for the purpose of petitioning Farlia* 
ment, has, we are hs^y to say, been anticipated in several 
places, by the impube of that popular feding which furniafaes 
the best pledge of onr ultimate success. In this important line 
of service Norfolk has taken the lead* and has been foHowed 
by the cities of Norwich and Yank, and by Birmingham, Holl, 
Beverley, Derby, andlpswich^ as it had been preceded, though 
not for die purpose of petittoning, by Edinburgh. In all these 
places our cause has been advocated with remarkable pow«r 
aad efEect, and has happily united the general suffrage. The 
CoEporation <^-the City of London has signalized itself by its 
aeal in the same cause ; and we are anxious to record the hi^gh 
sense we entertain of the advantage which must accrue from 
the nearly unanimous and energetic declaration of the ehirf 
authorities of the first eommercid city in the world, against 

* See Mr. StepheD*s pamphlet, <* England enslaved by her own Slave 
Colonies." 
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the principle of colonial monopoly, and in faTonr of tbe claims 
of injured and outraged humanity. The influence of their 
high example will, we trust, induce the mercantile and manu- 
facturing classes, throughout the kingdom, to come forward 
to vindicate the commercial character of this country from the 
discredit, and its commercial interests from the the injury, 
caused by the prolongation of the existing colonial evils. 

It would be ingratitude in this connexion to withhold our 
warm acknowledgments of the great services which have 
been rendered to our common cause, since we last met, by 
the able, zealous, indefatigable, and successful efibrts of Mr. 
Cropper of Liverpool. 

These various indications of the general sympathy in our 
labours are strong incentives to perseverance. And we must 
all feel it as not among the least cheering and encouraging 
circumstances, which we are called to acknowledge, with 
gratitude to the Giver of all good, that we should once more 
behold among us, and in the chair of this assembly, that loved 
and revered individual, dear to all to whom the interests of 
humanity are dear ; who, having^consecrated the strength and 
flower of his days to the vindication of the wronged and de- 
graded African, and having at length signally triumphed in 
the protracted and painful conflict; now, though bending under 
the weight of added years, still marshals our way, as we trusty 
to victory, in a no less arduous struggle — in the endeavour to 
break the yoke of the oppressor, and to achieve the rescue 
of the oppressed, in every comer of the British dominions. 
May it please God to spare him to witness the final consum- 
mation of this labour of love and mercy ! 
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APPENDIX. 



EXAMPLES OF TUB INCORRECTNESS AND INCONSISTENCY 
OF THE STATEMENTS OF MR<DW ARRIS. 

First, of his incorrectness.-— 

I. (p. 10.) Mr. Dwarris speaks of the '< vast improvements 
which have already taken place " in the statute law of Barbadoe«. 
It is a great pity that he did not specify them. We certainly can 
see no *' vast improvement/' even in the law of 1824, as com- 
pared with those, of 1688, &c. which he chooses to represent as 
obsolete. As for the single pointy of admitting free persons of 
Colour to give evidence in all cases, it is only doing what aliiQost 
every other island had dpne long before. Even now, none are»so 
admitted who have eluded the tax of fifty pounds on manumission. 

II. (p. 12.) '' It is an incontestable fact, that slaves are less 
frequently and less severely punished for crimes, than are free- 
men, either in the Colonies or in England/'-— Here we have asser- 
tion without a tittle of proof. We believe the fact to be altogether 
untrue. The slave, be it remembered too, is ansienable to a do- 
mestic tribunal, as well as to a public one. 

III. (p. 13.) The singular fact, obiierves Mr. Dwarris, " of the 
sloth, and. apathy, and profligate courses of the Negroes, &c." 
(meanbg by the '^ &cj* the free People of Colour, and Indians) 
"b established beyond contradiction, by concurrent testimony, as 
existing in every age."— Now Mr. Dwarris seems bound to produce 
some adequate authority for this fact of hisi other than> West-* 
Indiai) authority. It is a most groundless assertion, which Mr. 
Dwarris himself must have seen disproved, in the island of Gre* 
nada, during his stay there. In that island, a memorial was pre- 
sented to him, and to Mr. Madock, from the free Negro, and Co- 
loured inhabitants, in which they appeal to the testimony of the 
whole community for their uniform loyalty and good condiict ; 
*' contributing, at the same time/' they say, *^ by our resources, I9 
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the revenues of the state, and constituting in ourselves a con- 
siderable defence and security to the colony/' We comprise, 
they add, '' by far the greatest part of the free population/' (the 
Whites being about 900, the Blacks and People of Colour about 
2700,) ** and possess no small portion of the property in this 
colony, particularly in the capital, where at least two thirds are 
owned by persons of this class." Then follows a most masterly 
exposition of the grievances under which they labour. But these 
assertions of the free Negroes and People of Colour, it may be 
said, are as gratuitous as those of Mr. Dwarris himself.^ We 
reply. No. Their truth was examined by the colonial assembly, 
the very body by whose laws they were oppressed and degraded ; 
and what was their decbion ? They resolved 'unanimously, ^ that the 
free Coloured inhabitants of these islands are a respectable^ well 
behaved class of the community, and possessed of- considerable^ 
property in the colony : 

'" That a bill be immediately brought into tbe house" of assem- 
bly, fur thepurpose of repealitig certain clauses^ of acts which ara 
specified, 'f in so far as the rights and 'privileges of the free Cdoared' 
inhabitants are affected thereby : 

" That the elective franchise obght to be extended to the People' 
of Colour, possessing the qualifications required,*' &c. 

Now, it does seem extraordinary, that Mr.- Dwarris should bave 
entirely omitted, in bis Report, the most remote allusioh to this t re. 
cent transaction (June '1828); and should have gone to the nnoited 
ircfcords of "every age " for his sweeping charge against a whole 
race 6f men. The pledge of the Grenada Assembly, we are sorry 
to say, has, we believe, beeo only very partially redeemed. 

lY. (jp. 1^.) Mr. Dwarris lipologizes for the severity of- the 
Barbadoes laws, respecting slaves, by remaridng, that there, jyro-' 
fwHonably more than in other eo^onie*, the slaves condpose ttna*' 
merous and power&l body« The very reverse of this statement-is 
the fact. 'The proportion of Whites to slaves, in Barbadoes, is 
more' than double what it is in any of the other colonies, and 
three, four, or 'fivi^ thnes as great as in some. The returitson 
the tabte of the Hbu^e of Commons wRl prove thb fact 

V. (p; 17.) '*^lh some of the islands," says Mr. Dwarrisi "it 
^s felt to be desirable to restrain the delegated power of the ma* 
nager br overseer; Accordingly an Act was pasi|ed " (in game €jf M* 
islands t "Co^AA not Mr. Dwarris baVe nam^dthem, and^spedfied 
tfce acts t> «' Jrestrict^ng the iitfmber df blows iuth poMti iO^M 
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h^^f^ the power of inflictuig'to ten lasbes* The manager accord* 
logly ftlwajfl stopped at the prescribed number^ ten ;.but iostances 
0f abuse soon occurred^ in which, after a short respite, the 
panishmeofc was repeated. A oew act was framed, providing itot 
a manager should only give ten stripes, and no more, for any one 
and the safoe offence. It was easy however to allege a new offence, 
and punbb, as original, the second. constructive delinquency. It 
was then enacted, thatpnly one punishment, of a limited number 
of blows, should be inflicted on one and the iame dag, as welPaa 
for one and the same offence. It was presently discovered, that 
the severity of the poaishroent depended much less on the quan- 
tum of the blows, than the degree of force with which they were 
administered. The last, and perhaps the best, of these ineffec- 
tual provisions directed that no punishment should be inflicted on 
any slave, whatever his demerits, until b« had recovered from- the 
effects of his former punishment/' — What doctrine, on the subject 
of Negro Slavery, Mr« Dwarris wished to establish by this states 
Qient, we know not, except it be the incurable viciousness of the 
system, and the necessity of destroying it root and branch. Wiq 
suspect, however, that its real object was, to shew the anxiety of 
the legislatures in e€i9*e of the islandgf to protect the Negro from ill 
treatment ; and certainly it would be calculated in some meai|ure 
to do this, if it .were a correct statement. But the fact is, aod we 
challenge Mr. Dwarris to shew the contrary, that in no ulan4 i^ there 
any law rettraming the m anaghr of an estate to t&n lashes* The 
whole of this beautiful fabric of legislative care and soficitude, for 
the protection of the Negro, has therefore no foundation whatever. 
Mr. Dwarris has doubtless been imposed upon by some wily inform* 
atft, who was desirous of pbtaining, by any means, the testimony 
of the Commissioner to " the genuine excellency of the Creole 
character." (p. 16.) It is impossible for Mr. Dwarris to cite a single 
written authority in support of the above statement. 

These imtances of iucorrectness in Mr. Dwarris may suffice to 
shew the caution with which his dicta, unsupported by proof, . are 
to be received. They are, in fact, of do value, but as marking 
either his credulity or the strength of his prepossessions.— But we 
have charged him also with inconsistency ; and we are therefore 
bound to support the charge. We proceed to do so; but here, as in 
the former case, we jcan only select a few particulars from the massu 
1. (p* 14.) *' Of cruel masters^ we indeed sometimes heard : I 
believe <Aree inslances were mentioned to us in.twe]ve islands."— 
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Where Mr. Dwarrw sought his iofommtioDy he does not stikte : 
doobtless it was from the masters themselvesy and not iVom the 
slaves. Had he made the same inquiry in Berbtce, he would 
probably have received the same answer; and yet we should hardly 
have considered his testimony as weighing a feather against the 
hundreds of instances revealed lo us by the records of the Fiscal 
of that colony. But how Mr* Dwarris could have made Ihe asser-^ 
tion in the face of theevid^nce be himself adduces in another part 
of his Report) we are at a loss to imagine. It so happens, that 
almost all his laudatory passages are in the first eighteen pi^es of 
a Report containing 310 closely printed folio pages, while the con*' 
tradictions can only foe had by wading throfigh the whole. '- This 
iB a labour to which few will submit. Mr. Dwarris has therefore 
▼eiy judiciously put nearly the whole of his attractive and poetical 
passages in the first eighteen pages, when he bars the reader's 
way to any farther research, by a long and dry detail on the Court o^ 
Chancery. The bulky volume, therefore, is apt tabe put down with 
a full conviction of the badness indeed of certain obsolete statutes^ 
the work of the Buccaneers of the seventeenth century^ but of the 
mildness, probity, and genuine excellence of' the present race of 
White islanders, and of the comfort and happiness, and ** plwmp^ 
neis** of the Black. Not one blow did Mr. Dwarris see: a Negro 
receive from the driver ; and he only heard of three instances of 
cruelty in twelve islands! ! Mr. Dwarris never 'seems- to have sus-^ 
pected; that, during the little month he was in eAch of these 
islands, care might be taken that he should not be a witness of 
any instance of field discipline.' But when he says he- beard of 
only tkr$e instances of cruelty in twelve islands, we must ' confess 
our utter amazeinent at the statement ; and the ground of our 

amarement is furnished by Mr. Dwarris himself. 

First, ias respects BarbtidoeB: he tells lis, in addition to passages 
already quoted in the teit, "Slaves, in 'this island,, are without 

LEGAL PROTECTION, OT REDRESS- FOR. PBRSoKAL INJURIES.'^ 

(p. 62.) <' The slave is without any security from' It^ury, and 
bdpeless of redress, becanse NO legal PROTiscTi^ON cs afibrded ^ 
hi(n ; and tnast of a//, BECAUSE he cannot complain.'' (p.66.) 
But when we advance near 200 pages farther into this capacious 
volume, we find the senior -justice of the peace fojr.Barbadoes, 
speaking more explicitly. " I know/* he says, ^^ as a magistrate, 
cases of extreme cruelty*' — faedoesnotsay how 4naily^—<' that have 
passed unpunished for want of Negro evidence." ** There may be 
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t»8eB Id Which^ there would be a risk to a'akfe in retarning^tD fate 
mastery after having preferred a' charge of cmelty agaimt him.? 
Shall vie then wonder that Mr. Dwarris heard no such contpHuntB.? 
But the worthy magistrate proceeds : '^ It is very coiimoii; when tb^ 
wish to be cruel; to send all the free people out of the way ; I have 
KNOWN MANY strcH CASBS."*— Now, be itnoted^thatMnDwAnisfs 
eulogy on the humanity of the planters stands at p. 14:.thb an- 
swer of the senior magistrate of Barbadoes stands, at.p. 281 II— 
In the Report respecting Tobago, we have similar testimony 
adduced, (p. 89.) ' . : i* 

^. In hii^ apology for Barbadoes (p. 16), Mr.^ Dwarris gives us^ 
a proof of the improving spirit of its inhabitants. ** I allude par- 
ticularly/' he says, *' to the establishment of schools for Aix."— A^y 
one reading this passage, and reading no fieirther, would naturally 
conclude, that the liberalitv of the Barbadians had founded schools 
for the instruction, not only of the 16,000 Whites, and 10,000 
free People of Colour, who inhabit the island ; but for its 80,000 
slaves ; for it is of the slaves he is treating. But, if we read on, 
what shall we find to be the fact ? We shall find that there are 
TWO schools ; one for poor Wkiie children, the other to which 
children of all colours are indiscriminately admitted." 

3. Again, Mr. D warns tells us (at p. 16) of '' the paucity of 
crimes " in Barbadoes, as a proof of the comfort of the slave. 
But, at p. 233, we have from the senior justice of the; peace this 
fact, that ''since last October twelvemonth," he himself had before 
him *' 2600 complaints,'' breaches of the peace and misdemean- 
ors ; " most of these complaints, by free Coloured persons against 
slaves, and against each other." If Mr. Dwarris meant crimes of 
slaves against their masters, the paucHy of these may jiurely be 
referred, rather to the power of the master to punish his slaves to 
any extent, short of death or dismemberment, without the trouble 
of applying to a magistrate, than to peculiar tenderness for the 
slave. If he meant crimes of masters against their slaves, be it 
remembered that he himself has told us that slaves '' cannot 
complain;'' their complaints ''can no whkrk bb rbceivbd." 

4. Mr. Dwarris, at jp. 16, speaks of the Guardian Act of Grenada 
as establishing the high reputation for humanity which that island 
has uniformly maintained. Compare .with this statement the fol- 
lowing extracts from Mr. Dwarris's own Report of the laws of that 
island. " Receivers of stolen goods, and harbourers of felons, are 
to suffer death." (p. 96.) " Slaves contemptuously treating any 



WhitlB or ¥v&t peiMB,^ " titmil he fnmtkMe4t the 
OWB jwtice of thepetce^ aot to extend to life or linW (p^M.) 
The Attomey-Geiicral states of the Ooardiaa Act ; '* It is not z 
dcttd letter: but the misfortuQe is, that proper. persons cannot he 
femid to carry it into effect : they are those who may be llabk to 
it thcmseWety ^o are the gnardians. Perhaps a nan may b^ a 
fuaidian one year, and his neighbour the next^ which would pre- 
irent Ims acting strictly according to the act." The governor of 
the colony testifies, that ''there are no persons to be found to 
fill the situation of Guardian, ^ucfa as must have been contem- 
plated by the act, who are, as they ought to be, independent : 
^ey are chiefly overseers or managers. Can they be expected to 
say, that the clothing or food furnished by their employers is 
insufficient ? or if they do» nany they not be afraid of the charge 
being retaliated ?" (p. 06.) > Biit> surely, enough has been cited to 
jimtiff onr charge of, incorrecteess and inconsistency against Mr. 
I>warvis, and to induce those who read his Report to exercise a 
aaiutary distrust of every statement he makes, and of every opinion 
he enounces, which is not supported by clear testimony, instead of 
resting on the vagueness of general assertion* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



SjNC£ the foregoing sheets were printed, we have 
seen the Ordinance published by the Governor and 
Court of Policy of Demerara, in reluctant imitation 
of the Order in Council for Trinidad ; in which, how- 
ever, some of the most important clauses in that Order 
are wholly omitted, and others modified so as to deprive 
them of their value. His Majesty's Government will, 
of course, not be satisfied with this partial and inade- 
quate compliance with their instructions. 
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